OTOR 
REND 


JUNE 1955 25c 


Packard Clipper / 
“What a fantastic ride!” /\ 


Hudson V8 


“You could live in this one!” ( 


Fa 


i Cadillac 


“A blue chip investment!” 


Customizing on a Budget 





















per gallon 


¥& Faster Pickup 


A& months ago, a fleet of test cars 

pulled off the proving ground track 
and into the shops of one of the largest 
automobile manufacturers in the world. 
Outwardly, these cars still looked identi- 
cal after their endurance runs. Then the 
mechanics tore down the engines and 
miked the bearings, rings and pistons. 
Most of them were ready for overhaul. 
But some of them still had three more 
lifetimes to run! 


Special lubricants? They were all 
using oil you could buy anywhere for 
about 40¢ a quart. 


The secret? Better oil filtration. Here’s 
why: the moving parts in your engine 
never touch each other. They're always 
separated by a thin film of oil. Keep 
abrasives from getting into that film of 
oil and, theoretically, your engine should 
never wear out. 


Today, the development of two inven- 
tions makes it ible for any engine to 
approach the life and performance that 
engineers know is theoretically possible. 
Here are the two inventions: 


One is a simple $3.95 Fuel Monitor 
designed to give you improved carbure- 
tion, more miles per gallon, smoother 
idling and increased speed and power. 

The other is a revolutionary anti-acid, 
anti-friction Life-Time oil filter which 
has seney increased engine life to 
250,000 miles in highway tests. 

Both of these inventions are possible 
only because of the discovery of an 
amazing metal—sintered bronze. 


Million-Mile Road Test 
Reveals Simple Way to Get: 


70,000 Miles 
Without an 
Overhaul = 


.-- from any make, any model, any year car! 


¥& 5 to 9 more horsepower 


+ 27% more miles 


& Smoother Idling 





What is Sintered Bronze 
and What Good is it? 


We make sintered, or porous, bronze by 
fusing together millions of tiny bronze 
balls under heat and pressure. The result 
is an extremely fine screen—much finer 
than any screen that could be woven of 
metal or even cloth. 


Originally, sintered bronze was used 
mainly to filter liquid oxygen and other 
extremely cold rocket and jet fuels, plus 
superheated gases. 


ie 


me 





Carbon and abrasives can’t get through spaces between bronze 
alls; oil stays dark, proving no additives have been removed. 


Our engineers used this experience to 
pioneer the development of the Life- 
Time* automotive filter you have read 
articles about in magazines like this one. 


The Life-Time Fuel 
Monitor: How it Works 


If you’ve ever dropped a lighted match 
into a pail of gasoline, you know that 
gasoline won't explode. Only gasoline 
vapor will explode. The more raw, 



























unvaporized gasoline your carbureto™ 
delivers to the cylinders, the more g 
you waste. The more highly vaporizec 
mixture your carburetor puts out, 
more mileage and power you get fro 
your gasoline. 


Increased Vaporization 


Most improved carburetors try ¢ 
increase vaporization by doing som 
thing to the gasoline inside the carb 
tor. The Life-Time Fuel Monitor simp 
tackles the same problem in a differe 
way before the 
gasoline gets te 
the carburetor 
Attached to you 
carburetor jusl 
like an ordinz 



















gas filter, the Li ‘a 
Time Fuel Monibistitut 
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tor has a poro 
bronze elemen 
which: 
(1) removes water from gasoline, plu 
tiny amounts of low-volatility petroleur 
tars which interfere with complete vag 
orization; 

(2) tends to equalize gasoline pressure 
(3) removes gums, rust flakes and othe 
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impurities before they can foul carb -W 
tor jets permanently or even momenta iy 


ily. Result: you save $20-$35 in periodiqj, 
carburetor cleaning expense, and géip__ ¢ 
improved mileage and performance. Ave., C 
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MILES BETWEEN OVERHAULS 





MILES: 20,000 40,000 


80,000 100,000 
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FILTER CHANGED EVERY 1000 MILES| 
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LIFE-TIME BRONZE FILTER (NEVER CHANGED) 
J 








| 
LIFE-TIME BRONZE FILTER 





l ihe 
AND FUEL MONITOR (Tests still in progress) bi 
i l I 








ROAD TESTS in cars of all makes and models prove engine life is virtually unlimited 
when gums, tars and damaging abrasives are kept out of oil and fuel systems. 


nuine Life-Time Oil Filter Gives Your Engine 250,000-Mile Protection Against Acid, Abrasive Damage 


Here’s the original, genuine Life-Time® 
anent bronze oil filter tested and 
pproved by the editors of leading auto- 
stive and scientific magazines. The 
bronze oil filter ever to pass gov- 
ment shock and vibration tests, the 
nuine Life-Time® filter removes all 
brasives—including granular, diamond- 
d carbon which gets through other 
ters — plus ——e water. In 
idition to preventing acid formation, 
he Life-Time oil filter has a special acid- 
eutralizing component which actually 
lstroys residual acids that have already 
i de formed in your oil 


fe-Time* sar 


4 Test vehicles 
il Filter Works jaye already ex- 
Inlet 


ceeded the 250,- 
Birty Oi 000 mile mark 
with the Life- 
Time® filter. You 
never change it; 
just rinse it out 
and it is good as 
new. 

Dirty oil enters at 
top. Impurities, 
stopped bronze 
screen, fall to bot- 
tom of case. Fil- 
tered oil, including 
additives, returns to 
lubrication system. 


ae 
ne, 


a. O. 
% 


/{ 
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*Don’t confuse the original, genuine Life- 
e filter with imitations and “improved” 
itutes. Only the original, genuine Life- 
filter has passed government shock and 
tion tests and meets military filtering 


uirements. Look LYE WE 


this trademark: 
DEALERS AND DISTRIBUTORS: find out how 
u can cash in on demand generated 
by two-page and four-page ads in na- 
ional magazines, plus radio and TV net- 
work shows and full-page newspaper 
. Write today for full information on 
‘e-Time Fuel Monitors, Oil Filters, Bat- 
ies, Spark Plugs and Power Brakes. 
mtinental Manufacturing Corporation, 
t. CM-6 Washington Blvd. at Motor 
Ave., Culver City, California. 








Try the Life-Time Fuel Monitor 
and Life-Time Oil Filter 
for 30 Days at Our Risk! 


You can try either or both on this guar- 
antee: you must be convinced they do 
everything we say, or money back, no 
questions asked! 

For complete Life-Time oil filter unit, 
including case (fits any car), send make, 
year and model of your car and $12.95 
(we pay shipping). 

Life-Time oil filter conversion kit, 
which replaces your present filter pack 
with Life-Time bronze, is $6.95 for most 


cars (send make and number of present 
filter when ordering). Conversion kits 
for Buicks with hydraulic lifters and for 
cars with full flow systems: $13.95. 

Or send only $2 deposit, pay C.O.D. 
charges on arrival. But do it today—don’t 
waste another cent on filter pack replace- 
ments! 

To try the Life-Time Fuel Monitor, 
simply send $3.95 (we pay postage) or 
send $1 deposit, pay C.O.D. charges on 
arrival. If you're not convinced in 30 
days it’s worth four times the price: 
money back, no questions asked! 


LUE: aHVANE _—— BRONTE FATES 


Conversion Kit 


$695 


One Price for All Cars: 
95 Complete Life-Time 


$3 


Fuel Monitor 


Continental Manufacturing Corporation, DEPT. (M-6 


Washington Boulevard at Motor Avenue, Culver City, California 


Gentlemen: 


(__) Fuel Monitor ( $3.95) 


I enclose (___) cash; you pay shipping 


Continental Manufacturing Corporation, Dept. CM-6 
Washington Blvd. at Motor Ave., Culver City, Calif. 


I will road test the products checked below in my 


(__) Oil Filter ( $6.95 for conversion kit; $13.95 for full-flow; 
$12.95 for complete unit, including element). 


(___) $2 deposit; will pay C.O.D. charges on arrival. 
You will refund my money for either or both products if I return them within 30 days. 


© 1954 
1 








(make, model, year of car) 





Name 


Address 








Zone___ State. : | 





City. 
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ARNOLT-MG 


The Continental 
Sports Car 
for the 

Family 


kintire 





Arnolt-MG Coupe 


Al maticon- designed with 
British-built MG engine and chassis 
and Italian styling by Bertone — 
the light, fast Arnolt-MG is a sports 
car that your whole family can 
enjoy together. It is amply powered 
and beautifully streamlined for 
sparkling performance. Come in 
—take the wheel for a test run 
and discover what a responsive 
and dependable servant this 
Continental sportster is! 


cain cnssennesancncigncoceat $2,995.00 
CONVERTIBLE................ $3,145.00 
WIRE WeGEiS.................... $195.00 
A Ingen nnnas.ncasccccssned $8.00 


PRICES F. O. B. CHICAGO, 
NEW YORK and LOS ANGELES 





Arnolt-MG Convertible 
For full details and specifications 
on the Arnolt-MG write for bro- 
chure 6MT. Also ask about the 
Arnolt Overseas Delivery Plan for 
Europe and England. 


S. H. ARNOLT, inc. 


General Offices and Service: 
415 East Erie Street 
Retail Showroom: 

153 East Ohio Street 

CHICAGO 11, ILLINOIS 

Telephone: MI chigan 2-5436 
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Fl | kB a 1.) emi eee eermee Don MacDonald 
New V8 and new-found livability greet loyal Hudson buyers. 
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Dont anque with this baby! 


All the low-priced cars 

and most of the high-priced cars 
tried it recently in official NASCAR* trials... 
and took a licking! 








Meet the champ! The new Chevrolet 180-h.p. “Super 
Turbo-Fire V8” — the most modern V8 on the road 
today. 


You want facts, don’t you? And not ours. Facts 
instead from an independent, outside source where 
the orily thing that counts is who came in first, 
second, and so on. Here they are — 


Daytona Beach. NASCAR Acceleration Tests Over 
Measured Mile From Standing Start. Chevrolet 
captured the 4 top positions in its class! 8 of the 
first 11! And on a time basis Chevrolet beat every 
high-priced car, too — but one! 


Daytona Beach. NASCAR Straightaway Running 
open to cars delivered in Florida for $2,500 or less. 
Chevrolet captured the first two places, 7 out of 
the first 11 places! 


Daytona Beach. NASCAR 2-Way Straightaway Run- 
ning over measured mile. Open to cars from 250 to 
299 cu. in. displacement. Chevrolet captured 3 of 
the first 5 places! None of its competition (What 
competition?) even finished “in the money”! 


Columbia, $. C. NASCAR 100-Mile Race on half- 





mile track. Very tight turns. Chevrolet finished 
first! Way, way ahead —as in sales! With a new 
car, and no pit stops! 


Fayetteville, N. C. NASCAR Late Model Event. 
After running the fastest qualifying round — (with 
a new car) — Chevrolet again finished first. Because 
of even tighter turns the driver chose to run the 
entire 150 laps in second gear! Yet no overheating 
or pit stops! 


These facts you can’t laugh off. Sales Leader, 
Road Leader, a crowning achievement of Chevrolet 
and General Motors. Try a Chevrolet and live in a 
land of going-away where you win all the argu- 
ments! Today, maybe? . . . Chevrolet Division of 
General Motors, Detroit 2, Mich. 


*National Association for Stock Car Auto Racing 





SPECIAL: Added power for the Chevrolet 
“Super Turbo-Fire V8’ —the new 195-h.p. 
Special Power Kit now available at extra cost 
on special order. 











SALES LEADER FOR 19 STRAIGHT YEARS 
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VW MUFFLER WITH 4-BARREL, CHROME TAILPIPES 


FOR 
THE 


AND 
The World-Famous 
ABARTH 


PRECISION-BUILT 


DUAL Exhaust 
Mufflers 


@ Step up your MG or VW engine power 
with this revolutionary, free-exhaust 
muffler by Abarth, makers of the ex- 
haust systems used on the Ferrari, 
Alfa-Romeo and others of the world’s 
finest cars. Easy to install. The Abarth 
will outlast several ordinary mufflers. 
For THE VW, Mopet A-100 $32.50 
For THE MG, Mopet MG-1 $39.50 
Price Includes Complete Kit 


EASY-TO-DO, MG INSTALLATION SHOWN BELOW 

















For the vw 


FROM EUROPE’S LEADING MAKER 


Complete Dashboard- 
Precision Instruments 


From MotoMeter, maker of the orig- 
inal VW operating accessories, we now 
have a beautiful, complete dash board 
for your VW! It is functionally styled, 
easily installed and includes an ELEC- 
TRIC * Om TEMPERATURE GAUGE with 
warning light, a precision ELECTRIC 
CLOCK and an ELECTRIC FUEL GAUGE 
with low-gas-level warning light. 
Instruments also available separately. 
COMPLETE VW DASHBOARD $39.50 
SEPARATE INSTRUMENTS AVAILABLE 
Oi TEMPERATURE GAUGE $10.75 
ELectric CLOCK $11.50 
GASOLINE LevEL GAUGE $12.00 
Write For Booklet * Dealer Inquiries Invifed 
FISHER PRODUCTS, 21-23 44th Dr.,L.1.C.,N.Y. 
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EDITORIAL 


Sounding Off on Style 


RE WE JUSTIFIED IN CRITICIZING STYLING? Should 

we tell our readers whether or not we think a particular 

car has been well styled, whether the lines meet with our ap- 

proval (esthetically), or if they indicate good design prac- 
tice? Or would it be better to leave this for you to decide? 

There seems to be a difference of opinion on this, with many 
readers taking us to task for fooling around with matters that 
don’t concern us, yet with others asking us why we don’t criticize 
styling. We even published such a letter (a lengthy one, too) 
last month that wound up with the conclusion, “It seems to me 
that you might pay just a little more attention to styling, par- 
ticularly in your road-test articles . . . Since MOTOR TREND has, 
in a very short space of time, become the ‘family’ automotive 
magazine, I think it only fair that you give more complete 
coverage on this important factor.” 

Here are a few other sample comments from readers: 

From a reader in Denver, Colo., “MOTOR TREND of all people 
to criticize a car for having a ‘short hood’ (referring to our 
caption on the Packard Request, May)... .” 

A reader in Titusville, Pa., writes, “. .. Why can’t we have 
more of this kind of styling: no curved glass windshields, no 
slap-sided bodies, but 4 fenders that bolt on? .. .” 

From Winnipeg, Manitoba, comes the question, 

With all of its performance figures and specifications, MOTOR 
TREND has failed to take a stand as to contemporary styling, 
unquestionably an important factor in buying Car A instead 
of Car B. Mr. Editor, are the multi-hued boxes with the wrap- 
around windows the criteria of automobile beauty? a 

A reader in Murphysboro, IIl., decries, “. .. Why, why can- 
not {the manufacturers} design appealing cars every year, as 
metal and good taste lend themselves to modern classic lines 
as easily as displeasing ones. This is not to say all existing style 
is bad . . . I believe that the car makers could benefit greatly 
from fashion consultation with their customers . . .” 

From Phalsbourg, France, a soldier writes, “... As an average 
American auto fan I would like to express my opinion of the 
°55 American cars. To put it bluntly, with a few exceptions... 
they are pregnant, 4-wheeled, chromed-up barges . . .” 

You can see the quandary that this puts us in. We are 
pretty sure that we know what good styling is (and is not). 


Last year we even selected certain “54 cars that we thought’ 


were the best-looking of the year. And yet, there will always 
be people who disagree with our selections. As de la Rochefou- 
cauld put it, “We hardly find any persons of good sense save 
those who agree with us.” And Swift, who wrote, ““That was 
excellently observed,’ say I when I read a passage in another 
where his opinion agrees with mine. When we differ, then I 
pronounce him to be mistaken.” 

We'd like to take a poll of our readers on this subject: Shall 
we discuss styling and good design more than we do? Are 
there certain phases of styling that you as a purchaser are more 
interested in than others? And would you agree with a reader 
from Idabel, Okla., who sent in this list of what he believes 
to be the most beautifully designed cars of '55? Ford Fairlane 
hardtop, Nash Ambassador sedan, Pontiac Star Chief, Stude- 
baker Speedster, Packard Clipper, Chrysler New Yorker, and 
Packard Caribbean? 

We don’t necessarily agree with him. Still, that doesn’t make 
us right and him wrong. But, you can see the doubt it puts 
into our mind. Which provokes the next question: Out of the 
crop of ’55 American stock cars, which one would YOU select 
as the best-looking 4-door sedan, and as the best looking— 
regardless of body style? Maybe out of this we will get a con- 
sensus that will either be a “vote of confidence” or a resounding 


“tend to matters that concern you!” 
—Walt Woron 
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LIMINATE ENGINE ACIDS! 


with Revolutionary New Type | 


CtinoBRONZE | 


Permanent All-Metal Oil Filter 
ut 






TRY THIS TEST 


This simple “bronze that 
breathes” smoke test demon- 
strates the amazing porosity of 
a Micro Bronze sintered bronze 
oil filter unit. Used for cen- 
turies, bronze has withstood the 
test of time. Metallurgists call 
it “the timeless metal?’ Thanks 
to war-time and post-war scien- 
tific development, Murcro 
BronzE engineers now use 
sintered bronze to prevent 
undue engine wear and elimi- 
nate frequent oil changes. 



























IMALLY DEVELOPED FOR THE U.S. GOVERNMENT for use in 
nic aircraft and guided missiles, Micro Bronze-type filters are the only filters made 
pvide full lubrication protection for modern automobiles! 



















FILTERS THE 
DIRT BUT NOT THE 
DETERGENTS 


GUARANTEED 
FOR 
99 YEARS 






























ONLY FILTER 
THAT DESTROYS 
ENGINE ACIDS 
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ly Filter in the World 3 
h Built-in Acid Neutralizer S&S 


Special Acid Neutralizer Element in the Micro Bronze Filter e 






3 xt ‘ ‘“ : oy », MAGNIFIED PORTION 
SECRET is THE BRONZE THAT BREATHES of Micro Bronze filter showing microscopic 
Mast | ? —_ . — 1 metal balls fused together to make a solid, but 
tlast is an oil filter that never needs replacing . . . increases your engine power . . . ends J, Porous, filter. Mrcro Bronze metal can't absorb 
mt oil changes .. . adds thousands of miles to engine life ...stops waste of valuable oil \ additives, can’t ‘“‘channel;’ can't ‘“‘blow;’ yet 
mes. ..and saves you worthwhile money in the bargain! Tests give conclusive proof " sale teatadecendaataaniant amet 


ickO BRONZE type filters are the finest, most economical oil filtering units ever made. 


THE DIRT— BUT NOT THE DETERGENT!” oil itself. to provide a protective film between ore THE MICRO BRONZE UNIT FITS 
parts. New Micro Bronze Oil Filters, combined wit EVERY MAKE AND MODEL CAR AND TRUCK 


things cause engine wear: Friction, acid and modern HD oils, double your engine’s life! 

. Major oil companies have developed heavy Today’s motor oils never wear out, but they can You can buy a Micro Bronze Oil Filter Unit that fits 
ils containing expensive additives and deter- become so diluted by acid-creating water and gaso- any standard filter housing including all full-flow 
that greatly reduce engine wear. Old-fashioned _ line vapors that they no longer do their job. Burned ™odels for only $6.95. Easy to install, never needs 


er or earthen filters — standard equipment asoli . : sul - P : changing, never needs ‘‘filter packs” or other replace- 
- — S ine creates a strong sulphuric acid solution ments. Micro Bronze Filter Housing, $9.95. 


my cars! — soak up these beneficial elements, that eats into vital engine parts, causing them to : 

Wpass damaging abrasives and metal particles wear out years before their time. The Micro Bronze od Wiles es tee Rng 2 of ——. or ome 
he engine. The Micro Bronze exclusive double- Filter contains a patented acid neutralizer which pack costs and “the ‘ouet ine ey as _o need 
iesign filters out abrasives and metal particles adds years to engine life and eliminates the main every time you change filter packs Most inportant 
croscopic as 39/millionths of an inch (one reason for frequent oil changing. Micro Bronze is the you save costly oil changes — with average driving, 


m). Oil additives are left in, suspended in the only filter in the world with a built-in acid neutralizer. one oil change per year is sufficient. 


OLD UNDER MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE TO LAST FOREVER! 











i 
{ g 
THIS MAY BE Chtiow BRONZE riter corp. 
THROW WORTH $10,000 11766 W. PICO BLVD., LOS ANGELES 64, CALIF. » CABLE ADDRESS: MICRONZE 
AWAY OR MORE TO YOU! 2 ee ee ae ee 
i If you would like to be one MICRO BRONZE Filter Corporation, Dept. MT-65 
YOUR OLD of the people we are appoint- 11766 W. Pico Bivd., Los Angeles 64, Calif. 
ing as a MICRO BRONZE Ship me immediately__tt_____Micro Bronze Oi) Filters with 
FILTER Distributor or Dealer, write, wire lifetime guarantee as follows. I understand you will promptly 
or phone us today. Micdicatine refund my money if I’m not pleased. 
territories with profit potentials of 4 Conversion unit @ $6.95. Factory pays shipping. 
Micro Bronze Housing Unit (needed wh d t 
Bronze Filters end forever the need to replace dirty, costly thousands of dollars are now have filter). Does not include “flter — a pie 


cartridges. They will outlast any car and are guaranteed for ,\ being awarded. Address: Sales Factory pays shipping. 
! At left is shown an old-style filter “pack”—the kind that’s i Division, MICRO BRONZE 
in your car now. How can a dirty pack keep oil clean? It i Filter Corp., 11766 W. Pico Blvd., & NAME. 




















eee aed eo gory” ne at - t veto boa Los Angeles 64, Calif. MAKE, MODEL & YEAR OF CAR 
through the pack and into the oil. USE COUPON NOW » seagg 
: eT NTR oTaTa. ZONE___CITY, 


MOTOR TREND/JUNE 1955 7 
















witha 


and roadability. The 





ago 


PSST HSHHHHH HEHEHE H THEE EEEHEEEEESEEEEEEESESEEESEESEEOEEEEEEEEEESEESESESESEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESESS 
7 


insist on the BEST — 









1955 


PONTIAC V8 


Wolond, puns 


EXHAUST SYSTEM 


The new Pontiac Strato-Streak V-8 
has won the acclaim of motoring 
America for its beauty, comfort 
PUNCH 
added to the performance of this 
fine car by a Belond Dual Exhaust 
System, makes it even finer. As 
Automotive Specialists proved long 
as Car Manufacturers - 
now acknowledge — Dual Exhaust 
Systems can boost the performance 
of your car. See your local Parts 
House, Car Dealer, Muffler Shop 
or Garageman today — and bring 
your car up-to-date. Remember — 





The very “best’’ — designed for the single 
purpose of providing extra road horsepower 


durti of 





at lower operating cost 
exhaust system back-pressure. 
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SPORTS CAR CONTROVERSY, 
AD INFINITUM 
Gentlemen: 

Your March MT questioned Studebaker’s 
claim as sports car builder. As a new Stude 
fan (just for the sport) I note a few passing 
quotes from the New Century Dictionary 
1952 edition that speak for themselves: 

“Pleasant pastime . . . open air pastime 

. sportsmanlike or admirable qualities... 
{one] who affects fine clothes, smart man- 
ners, etc. . . part of a plant that shows 
an unusual or singular deviation from the 
parent type . . . sporting: spirited .. . gam- 
bling . . .” (and the House of Stude is 
winning for my money). 
Gale S. Safford 
Dear Sir: 

I don’t feel you should give a “Good 
Housekeeping” type seal of approval on your 
ads, but how in all the world can Stude- 
baker-Packard justify the “world’s largest 
producer of sports cars?” 

Robert C. Elliott Ottawa, Ont., Canada 


OUR APOLOGIES 
Dear Walt: 

1 was rather shocked by . . . the caption 
under {the '31 Marmon on p. 26, April MT] 
. . . As recorded on the enclosed page from 
my old scrapbook, this Victoria on Marmon 
16 chassis was designed by me. The body 
was built by Hayes Body Corp. of Grand 
Rapids, Mich. . . . Most of the styling fea- 
tures [on this car] were used by me in 
Europe prior to my arrival in the U.S. in 
1928 and have become my trademark .. . 
Alexis de Sakhnoffsky Grand Rapids, Mich. 


GAS TURBINES 
Gentlemen: 

Being a private designer and having 
lived with the subject of turbines for quite a 
period, I thought you might be interested [in 
my] answer to some of the unsolved problems. 

For instance, the exhaust heat is as valuable 
in my regenerative system, after it has 
passed thru the turbines, as it is in driving 
the turbines—fuel economy does not vary 
between high and low speeds—acceleration 
lag has been eliminated—better-than-piston- 
type braking has been accomplished and I 
believe, based on the knowledge of others 
who have had very broad experience in the 
turbine field, this design will have a thermal 
efficiency of between 30 and 50 per cent. 

My turbine can be operated as either a 
high or low pressure system. The high pres- 
sure would be used for a short time only, 
therefore the use of critical materials in the 
turbine blades would not be necessary. . . . 
G. B. Culbertson Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 


Kansas City, Mo. 


TWO VIEWS ON AMERICAN } 
MOTORS 
Dear Sir: 

Don MacDonald’s report on the doing 
Kenosha and some of the story behind 
merger of Nash and Hudson was very 
vealing [March MT] .. . Actually, it see 
to me that the good over-the-road com 
the soft springing, the engine smoothn 
good gas mileage (at least partly so) 
the very easy steering ('54 Statesman) gq 
all be attributed to the superior qualities @ 
the unit body . . . I feel that [the um 
body} has been an important advance 4 
adherence to its advantages will grow. . . 
Name withheld 


Gentlemen: 
. .. As a Hudson customer I was appalled) 
to learn that the men at American Moto 
still have made no effort to compete with 
Big 3 on a vertical sales basis. . . . Instead 
of competing with the Big 3 on a class-fom 
class basis, American Motors is even co 
peting against itself. You have your choi 
between the big Hornet and the big Amb 
sador, and so on down the line. . . . One 
solution which should be considered is t 
have the Hudson line make cars to compete 
with Buick and Oldsmobile and let Nash take 
it from there. .. . 
Charles R. Hasek 


“DRIVE TO SURVIVE” 
Dear Sir: 

. . . The most important thing to remem- 
ber seems to be the ammonia for faintness. 
I would rather suggest it be used for sim- 
pleness, that is for those who have now 
gathered their CD [Civilian Defense] ma 
terial together and are waiting for the word, 
go. Where, may I ask, would you go? ... 

Come now, Mr. Christy, do you think 





Elkhart, Ind. 





that all this would do any real good? Hit 
































ting the high roads to nowhere in our large d 








MG packed for a jaunt to nowhere for 3 
long days? 
William McK. Reber, Jr. 
Dear Sir: 

. the story is so concise, well plann 
and well presented, and apparently thorou 
and complete, it seems to me a pity that it 
perhaps cannot appear in every publication 


Bloomsburg, P: 


in the country, for the good and welfare of f 


everyone. 


I feel that the message the story conveys 


should be brought home to every family, and 
certainly I should like your permission t 
reproduce it. . . for distribution to the resi- 
dents of this community .. . 

Jay Berger, Director Little Silver, N.J. 
Civil Defense and Disaster Control 


YOUR EVERY WISH ... 


Dear Sir: 

1 think you have done a wonderful job of 
reporting the new 1955 American cars as 
they have come on the market . . . But now 
the American family cars are in the show- 
rooms, so let’s forget the “work horses” for 
awhile and put the emphasis on the Euro- 
pean “Polo Ponies” .. . 

Dave Crabtree Vancouver, Wash. 
We have, more or less. See page 27.—Editor 
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The Austin-Healey ‘100’ offers you today’s outstanding combination of 
performance and value. For less than $3,000 you get light, precise steering, 
pool-table flat cornering and stable four-footed roadability. These ad- 
vantages plus an excellent weight-to-power ratio enable the Austin-Healey 
100’ to dominate Class D cars and many larger. 
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The Austin-Healey’s competition-tested 
engine develops its maximum torque at 
a modest 2,000 rpm for top acceleration 
through the gears. And not only is the en- 
gine reliable but it’s easy to maintain too, 
with parts (including a modification kit) 
quickly available from 14 Austin distribu- 
tors and 350 dealers. 


whestix- 








Austin-Healey 100 
Acceleration through the gears 


© 4 & 12 16 20 24 28 32 36 40 44 46 
SECONDS 








100 


Specifications at a glance: Four cylinder, 
overhead valve engine; displacement—2660 
cc; 90 bhp at 4000 rpm; wheel base—90 
inches; curb weight 2150 lbs.; distribution 
49%/51%; three forward speeds plus over- 
drive (synchromesh); steering 244 turns lock 
to lock; brake area 145 square inches; average 
fuel consumption, 25 mpg. 


Because braking is as important as accelera- 





tion, the Austin-Healey ‘100’ is muscled with 
11-inch, hydraulic brakes that provide pos- 
itive, no-fade deceleration. On top of all this 
the car comes equipped with custom features 
like overdrive, heater, tachometer, twin carbu- 
retors and knock-on wire wheels at no extra 
cost. For more details, use coupon below. 

















AUSTIN of England, Dept. MT-6 
27-29 West 57th Street, New York, N. Y. 
GENTLEMEN : 
Please send me a copy of your new 12 page, full color 
brochure on the Austin-Healey ‘100’. 


PRINT NAME AND'ADDRESS HERE 
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COLUMNIZING this month is somewhat 
akin to fiddling while Rome burns. 
There are some newsy items, to be sure, 
but the big show is shaping up behind 
closed doors. UAW-CIO contracts with 
GM and Ford are up for renewal and 
everyone knows that no agreement will 
be signed unless it provides for some 
form of guaranteed annual wage. And 
no signing means you-know-what. 


BEST SPECULATION sorts out to a 
peaceful settlement, some time early in 
June. Both GM and Ford object to 
guaranteed annual wage on principle, 
but their arguments are weakened by 
the obvious financial fact that such a 
commitment would cost them nothing 
in the foreseeable future. The well- 
publicized business optimism of both 
Harlow Curtice and young Henry Ford 
is not much help to their negotiators. 
They do not envision a depression or 
even a serious recession. Their hourly- 
rated employees average nearly $5000 
per year. Not even half of this could 
conceivably be asked for in the initial 
annual “guarantee.” 


NEITHER GM NOR FORD have had 
layoffs of consequence since the war. 
Rather, it has been a pattern of in- 
creasing employment (total work force 
at Ford has jumped almost 50 per cent 
since 1946), and even model change- 





It looks like a ’55 Plymouth but under the hood is the 
experimental Chrysler turbine engine now undergoing tests 
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by Don MacDonald 


over has been cut to 2 weeks versus 
the 444 months it took to go from 
Model Ts to As. 


OVERPRODUCTION AND STOCK- 
PILING are accusations that lately hold 
very little water. There is hardly a 
dealer in the country (of any make) 
that has more than a 3-week’s supply of 
new cars, not a good working margin 
for normal business, much less a strike. 
It is also unsound economics to accuse 
automation of costing jobs; it creates 
them in the long run. 


THE FALLACY AND THE VIRTUE 
of the union demand is placing on the 
shoulders of business all-time respon- 
sibility for keeping consumer demand 
at a peak. This is a monumental obli- 
gation, for every company has its ups 
and downs, everyone makes an oc- 
casiona! mistake. There is no room for 
anything but near-perfect performance 
if the guaranteed annual wage is to be 
paid. GM stockholders, much less those 
who own chunks of American Motors 
or Studebaker-Packard, do: not have 
similar guarantee of regular dividends. 
Still, American businessmen just might 
measure up to the test. Whatever hap- 
pens, it should be remembered that if 
their grandfathers had had a social con- 
science in the first place, unions would 
never have needed to be invented. 









CHRYSLER’S TURN WITH M 
REUTHER will come next, but meag 
while observant Detroiters are gapi 
at a new version of their turbine @ 










(MT, August '54) that is being casu: 
driven around almost daily on do 
town streets. Housed in a ’55 Pl 
outh sedan, it looks as orthodox 
ever. Only identifications are sped 
trunk and hood medallions that re 
“Turbine Special” and an exhaust dt 
that emerges from the center of 
specially formed rear bumper. 


PURPOSE OF THE TEST is to gat 
data under everyday city driving cor 


ditions, something that is hard to dupl-§® 
cate on a proving ground. Chryslers§™ 


turbines (about 8 now exist ) have been 
undergoing continual design modifi 
cation since the Ist one startled the 
industry with its economy and low 
exhaust heat. They are still several 
years away from even limited produc 
tion, but don’t think the company isn't 
dead serious about the ultimate future 
for the Whirlybird. Want ads soliciting 
job applicants for the turbine program 
are commonplace in Detroit. 


JUST AS SERIOUS is Ford, if details of 
one of their new rotary regenerators fot 
turbines are any indication. An “un- 
balanced disc,” it revolves at very low 
speed (20 rpm) thru the streams of 


“Turbine Special” as it can be seen on Detroit streets. Inset 
shows special exhaust arrangement on Plymouth test car 
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iciting FIRST WITH SAFETY BELTS in a big 

ogramy Way is Chrysler Corp., which announced 
at presstime that the life-savers will 
now be optional extras on all their cars. 

ails of} YOu can get 3 for the front seat or 6 for 

srs forg the whole car, with underfloor mounts 

“n-§ that would hold an elephant in place. 
Y JONNOTES ON SPECIALTY CARS make 


news, particularly the sales record (as 
of April 3) of Ford’s Thunderbird. A 
total of 5925 of these have been de- 
livered to customers and there is a 2- 
month backlog of orders on hand, 
Overtime schedules notwithstanding. 
AM’s Metropolitan is outselling the 
Volkswagen in this country, and GM’s 
L’Universelle show truck is definitely 
slated for early production. New price 
announcements range from a remark- 
ably low $245@ (sans accessories) for 
Mercury’s low-slung Montclair 4-door 
(MT, Feb. 55) to $6520 for Chrysler’s 
Crown Imperial limousine. Station 
wagons account for 54.4 per cent of all 
Ramblers produced, and Willys Jeeps 
are on back order from the nation’s 
growing army of uranium prospectors. 


E LONG-AWAITED SEPARA- 
TION between Lincoln and Mercury 
became a fact the other day. Middle 


car| Ford brother Benson and youngest 





merican Motors has introduced a whole new array of 2-tone color combinations for 
udson and Nash Ramblers. The new color options are aimed at spring sales and are 
led Fashion-Tones. Sedan and station wagon above show the new colors, moldings 


brother Bill swapped titles (but not 
necessarily jobs) around, with the fol- 
lowing results: Benson, who was Gen- 
eral Manager of the Lincoln-Mercury 
Division, is now Group Director of 
both Mercury and Special Products 
Divisions; Bill will take on the newly 
created Lincoln Division in addition to 
responsibility for bringing forth the 
Continental in the latter part of Sep- 
tember. Both men are still VP’s of the 


parent company, only more so. Ben D.: 


Mills, formerly associated only with the 
Continental Division, now will be a 
top exec with Lincoln as well. The 
realignment puts Ford (all 3 of them) 
in a better ‘position to chase GM in the 
total sales picture, not in the low-price 
field alone as heretofore. You can also 
count on the long-range possibility of 
at least a couple of brand-new makes 
to be added to the Ford line. 


AVAILABLE TO THOSE who wish it 
for racing purposes is a special Chevro- 
let power kit. It includes the high-lift 
camshaft a la Corvette, stiffer valve 
springs plus dampers, and mechanical 
lifters (which always should be re- 
newed when a new camshaft is in- 
stalled ). Legality of this setup has been 
cleared with both AAA and NASCAR 
officials for immediate use. 


ON THE STYLING FRONT, Plymouth 
recently got a (Continued on page 60) 


The Rumor Mill 


“Preston Tucker is planning a come- 
back with a new car...” 

COULD BE—Rumors to this effect are all 
over Detroit. Whether his plans involve 
ultimate manufacture of a complete, newly 
designed car or not is problematical, but 
in any case, where there is smoke, there’s 
usually fire. 


“Chrysler has a whole new batch of 
Ghia-built show cars which have inex- 
plicably been kept under wraps for some 
months...” 

TRUE—A partial explanation is that the 
“Forward Look” is showy enough to de- 
emphasize show cars as such, but the real 
explanation is 2-part: 1, the cars were dis- 
appointing as delivered and 2, Chrysler no 
longer has a travelling show (New Worlds 
in Motion) to display the new cars. 


“Support of organized (AAA or NAS- 
CAR) stock car racing by Detroit will 
become general within year. . .” 
QUITE LIKELY—Chevrolet has climbed 
on bandwagon. Packard is delivering car 
to Bill Holland for AAA circuit use. Mar- 
shall Teague is currently thrashing racing 
bugs out of new Hudson Hornet with at 
least factory concern over project. Dodge 
is itching to see their cars in capable hands. 
Even Cadillac engineers follow Bob Prong- 
er’s successes (on their own time) with 
great interest. Give it another year and 
factory cooperation (all factories) in the 
true sense of the word will be an estab- 
lished fact. 


“Stock-engined cars will be legal at In- 
dianapolis on Memorial Day, 1956...” 
GOOD POSSIBILITY—Pressure is great 
to achieve just this end (as suggested in 
MT, August 54). Witness fact that only 
1 or 2 new Offy-powered Kurtis-Krafts are 
entered this year. Owners are holding off 
purchasing from Meyer-Drake in antici- 
pation of formula revision involving op- 
tional 350-cubic-inch formula with stock 
ohv heads. Offies will be allowed to play 
along too, a la current formula for a couple 
of years at least. However, pump gas will 
be mandatory as an equalizing factor. 


“Only 2 makes will be totally new in 
1956...” 

TRUE—Radical new Lincoln will bow 
early in September, to be followed shortly 
by all-new Rambler, presumably AM'’s 
reason for most of $60-million production 
development program. Good possibility 
of ohv 6 in Rambler; AM may also build 
its own V8. All other cars can claim only 
a face-lift, however extensive. This, of 
course, excepts Continental and Eldorado. 


“Studebaker for 1956 will not have the 
Loewy touch...” 

POSSIBLE — Face-lifting proposal sub- 
mitted by independent Detroit stylist is 
strong contender for acceptance by S-P 
Corp. Should be remembered, tho, that 
however’ face-lifted, the car is still a basic 
Loewy original. 
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Gale Hall 
Engineering's 
Famous 


Professional Gauges at 


FANTASTIC SAVINGS! 


TEKKiFIC BARGAINS! 
SENSATIONAL VALUES! 
on 7 vay FREE TRIAL! 


Send no money . . . pay postman nothing! Just 
order the professional-quality automotive instru- 
ments you want on the coupon below — we'll 
rush them to you so that you can try them 
before you buy them! After seven full days, you 
simply send payment at these low, low prices 
or return the instruments you don’t want to us! 
No strings attached! Every gauge is brand-new 
. fully guaranteed! 


erate COMPRESSTON™ TESTER” 75S) 
Uitra-sensitive movement, 0-300 Ib. (6) 





pressure, stub-type handie, built-in 
release, 4-color dial. 33%4” diameter! ‘ 
Utility model, formerly $7.50 OUR PRICE \$2. 98 
2) JETMATIC COMPRESSION TESTER — 
Heavy-Duty model, Was $9.50 OUR PRICE $3.98 


TESY-KENGTAEYESTERT Compressed 
air (from any gas station air pump) 
does the work. Complete cylinder 
analysis at a glance! Valves, rings, 
gaskets, etc.! 4” diameter. 


Utility act formerly $8.75... OUR PRICE $3.48 
TEST-X ENGINE TESTER — Heavy-Duty model, 
0 formerly § $10.75 OUR PRICE $4, 48 


TESTMASTER COMPRESSION TESTER! 
Full- size non-corrosive movement, 
built-in release, direct - reading 
4-color dial, 44%” diameter. 

Advertised at $10.750uR PRICE $4.98 











cision movement, 0-30” scale, 
full color direct-reading dial, 
heavy-duty case. Advertised at 
$12.50 OUR PRICE $4.98 







ENGINE FLUSHING TOOL! 
ANALYSIS Cleans cooling 
VACUUM system with 
GAUGE reverse - flush 
AND FUEL 8 ] action! Ejec- 


PUMP TESTER! 
High-quality dual-pur- 
pose instrument! Full-size 
——. — direct-read- 
7 dial! A terrific value! 
dvertised at $11.70 


ouR PRICE $4.98 


Shows miles-per-galion as you drive 
— tells engine condition at a 
glance — warns when adjustments 
are needed! Fits all cars! Mounts 
on dash—no holes to drill! Every- 
thin, included! Illuminated for 
night driving! 


! 

' 

' 

' 

i 

i 

' tor-type air 
' line . . , bal- 

! ances air and water! 
§ Fits any radiator hose 
§ — complete fittings in- 
: cluded! was $6.75 

! 


OUR PRICE $2.98 





STANDARD — Advertised at $9.954 


OUR PRICE $4.98 
© MILE-O-METER DELUXE — Advertised at 


OUR PRICE $7.95 


TA. -...:....... 
"ROT = TC 


“PRICES PLUS” 40c POSTAGE 
AND HANDLING FOR EACH ITEM) 


LIMITED! ORDER NOW! 


Send me all the instruments whose 
* numbers I've circled below — after 
7 full days, I'll send payment or 
return the items | don't want! No 
strings attached! 


8. .@. sian Se Pe gS ee 
SAVE EVEN MORE! Check e A. 


WE'LL PAY ALL POSTAGE’ AND 







HANDLING CHARGES! Your money 
refunded by return mail if you're 
not completely satisfied! 





Address 





State. 


isetmrenien 
WEW ENGLAND SURPLUS SALES CO. 
DEPT. MT-65 NEWBURYPORT. MASS. 
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NEW TRAVEL CHARGE PLAN honors 
members’ credit cards at some 1400 eating, 
lodging, and vacation places recommended 
by Duncan Hines. Duncan Hines Signet Club 
of Ithaca, N.Y., covers U.S., Canada, Mexico, 


Caribbean. Individual, family, group plans 
available for same $5 annual fee. Special 
feature provides members with carbon copy 
of charges at time incurred. Emphasis to 
provide members “good food, pleasant lodg- 
ings at fair prices.’ Bon motto! .. . 


OBVIOUS, BUT . . . do you save wear and 
tear on garages and fenders by not turning 
steering wheel after car is garaged? With 
wheels left as driven in, car will back out 
exactly in same way (also good reason for 
not straightening wheels after maneuvering 
into tight parking space) .. . 


MORE ON OUR NEED FOR BETTER 
ROADS: (see Editorial, May MT) Two 
members of President Eisenhower's cabinet 
on record for proposed $101-billion road 
construction program, wires International 
News Service; Secretary Sinclair Weeks says 
“{End the} horrible carnage [on U.S. high- 
ways}”; Attorney General Herbert Brownell, 
Jr., says there are “no serious legal problems” 
in Administration’s proposals for financing 
10-year highway building program (which 
proposes issuance of $21 billion in bonds for 
interstate road construction). Comptroller 
General Joseph Campbell criticized plan as 
unsound; says it raises “questions of legality.” 
Brownell disagreed with critics that it would 
add $21 billion to national debt (already 
nearing $281 billion). He insisted, “The 
public obligations of the corporation would 
not be within the debt limitation,” altho he 
agreed Congress would be under a “moral 
obligation” to pay if corporation is unable 
to do so. Treasury Secretary George M. Hum- 
phrey says he “would not object” to increase 
in federal gas tax to help pay highway pro- 
gram, added, “If it cannot be on a pay-as- 
you-go basis and borrowing is necessary, then 
that borrowing should not involve a pledge 
of general revenues of the United States gov- 
ernment. It should rather rely upon specific 
user taxes...” 


“SC-50” IS THE NEW MAGIC Woy 
(representing water-repellent chemicals) 

nounces General Electric. GE says it will 

tend life of highway pavement and im 
road visibility for motorists. Silicone pre 
water from soaking into concrete wi 
making surface slippery even during or 





_rainfall. Surface so treated doesn’t beg 


rough or expose stone content... 


NO MATTER WHAT MAKE CAR Y0 
DRIVE, Chrysler Corp. advises, “Keep yp 
car doors locked on inside at all times.” 
portance of this safety precaution dem 
strated in recent tests at Chrysler Engineer 
Proving Grounds when cars were delib 
rolled over at highway speeds. During mp 
over tests with locked doors, not a si 
case of doors opening accidentally .. . 


INTER-INDUSTRY HIGHWAY SAFE 
COMMITTEE states new color film One VW, 
Left represents experiences of many state ¢ 
cials in organizing and operating succe 
motor vehicle inspection programs; may } 
borrowed from state motor vehicle depar 
ments without cost except shipping chag 
Prints may be purchased for $125 each fm 
American Assn. of Motor Vehicle Admi 
trators, 912 Barr Bldg., Washington 6, D{ 


REPEAL OF AUTOMOBILE’ EX(ij 
TAXES is aim of Automobile Manufacture 
Assn. AMA has appealed to House W, 
and Means Committee with offer to supp 
general non-discriminatory manufacture 
excise tax if required in interest of so 
financial policy by federal government . 


95c A WEEK BUYS A NEW CAR de 
Jacksonville way. Financing war sti 

when one local dealer offered new cat 
$1.25 per week; challenge was taken up 
other dealers leading to 95c weekly d 
String attached: good cars only on trade- 
nothing older than 1952; also small pti 
says after first 12 months buyer is liable 
full balance under terms calling for full p 
ment within 24 months. Sounded good 
first, anyway... 


NEARLY 46 MILLION CAR BR 
DOWNS LAST YEAR, glumly states 
adding that tire trouble hit 12 million 
tos; battery and electric troubles came 2 
Absent-minded motorists (lost or locked-i 
side keys) were fewer, but there were 
optimistic drivers who happily assumed 
gauges were exaggerating .. . 

—The Editon 





MOTOR 


TREND Subscription Dept. 





Convenient delivery 


5959 Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 


Please enter my name as a MOTOR TREND subscriber for: 
[One year—$3.00 [] Two 2. vesse~-00.80 Above rates 


is one of the big reasons 
for subscribing to MT. 
Another is the 


$1.00 Saving 


on a two-year order. You 





won’t miss a copy of the 





great new issues coming 4 





‘or U.S., its all other countries: 
(J One year-$4 Two baa | 
Name 
isin catigeienciiccicimedinccntipenay sitctcascecococsensoceses 
City. Zone State 
l enclose: [) cash [] check [) money order 


if you send this coupon 
today ... 
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now more than evet 
the finest car of its 


Distributor West of the Mississippi 


CHARLES H. HORNBURG. JR., INC. 


9176 Sunset Boulevard, Los Angeles, Cal. 


NEW redesigned chassis for even 


greater roadability 


NEW larger diameter torsion bars 


NEW rack and pinion steering 


NEW high lift cams and 190-250 
horsepower 


NEW oil ignition coil 


NEW enlarged cockpit — 
increased leg room 


Plus smart new refinements of the same 


sculptured beauty that made Jaguar 
the world’s most admired motor car. 
Seeing’s believing. Drive it yourself. 


‘Call your Jaguar dealer today. 





XK-140 Super Sports Convertible 


XK-140 Super Sports Roadster .... $3450* 


or Hard Top Coupe ........:.+- $3795* 


XK-140 “M.” Wire wheels, twin exhausts, 2 fog 
lamps, windshield washers. $145 additional. 

XK-140 “MC.” As above with Special Crank- 
shaft damper, “C” type cylinder head. 210 
H.P. $295 additional. 


“D” competition model, 250 H.P. available soon. 


Laycock de Normanville overdrive or 
Borg-Warner automatic transmission optional. 
*Port of entry. Price includes heater, tacho- 


meter, directional lights, electric windshield 
wipers, electric clock, automatic back-up light. 














JAGUAR CARS NORTH AMERICAN CORPORATION 
Factory Representatives * 487 Park Avenue, New York City 22, N. Y. * 9155 Sunset Boulevard, Los Angeles 46, Cal. 
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Distributor East of the Mississippi 
THE HOFFMAN MOTOR CAR CoO., INC. 
487 Park Avenue, New York City « 65 East South Water Street, Chicago, Ill. 
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HARD-TOP YOUR 


ae 


WEATHERPROOF HARD-TOP designed 
exclusively for Austin-Healey. Adds style and 
distinction. Light, strong fiberglass- 
plastic. Highest quality custom-fin- 
ished with stainless and chrome 
trim. Large wrap-around rear win- 
dow. Easy to install and remove. 
(A woman can do it in 60 seconds. ) 











Write for free literature. 





Sie = aol - noiselessly. 

Ship primed ready for paint- 

ing. Only $149 f.0.b. Dealerships ae = 5 TF Yeo ee 
available. 2402 No. Charlotte Ave., So. San Gabriel, Calif. 


Phone: AT 0-4817 















The M.E.W. Oil Level Indicator is 
a thoroughly tested, fully guaranteed 
unit which tells you when your car 
needs oil, and how much. Made by 
one of the world’s largest manufac- 
turers of jet engines. Will fit all 
standard or foreign make 
trucks, boats and airplanes. In opera- 
tion whether car is standing still or 
moving. Far more accurate than any 
dip stick or filling station attendant 
can be. When the dash light goes 
“on” you need exactly one quart of 
oil. Do not confuse with an oil pres- 
sure gauge or oil pressure warning 
light that you’ve seen in some cars. 
Measures quantity of oil, not pres- 
sure! Saves much of your valuable 
time and gives you definite knowl- 
edge as to the level of your oil. 
M.E.W. Oil Level Indicator will pay 
for itself many times over! 


cars, 


order yours today! just $7.95 


unconditionally 
guaranteed 

@ thousands 

of 

satisfied 
customers 
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Minnesota Engine Works, Inc. 
5600 No. Hamline Ave., St. Paul 12, Minn. 


Here is my order for ........ M.E.W. Oil Level Indicator (s) 


O 6 Volt 

Fe 0 12 Volt 

send C.0.D. 0 money enclosed Fj 
name. 





address or rfd 





zone. state. 


city 








car owners 


LIBRARY 


ANNUAL AUTOMOBILE 
REVIEW, 1955 EDITION 
Published by Edital, Ltd., case ville 1109, 
Lausanne, Switzerland. Available in U.S. from 
Autobooks, 2708 Magnolia Blvd., Burbank 

6, Calif. $7.50 postpaid. 

ETTER IN SOME RESPECTS, not quite 

up to par in others (fewer pages than 
the Ist edition, yet still adequate with 196), 
this large (9% x 12% inches) heavy-paper- 
bound slick-page book is still the cream of 
the “review book” crop. It’s full of color 
(photos and stories alike), drawings and 
facts. A partial list of its contents includes: 
a review of the most interesting cars of 1954, 
written capably by Gordon Wilkins; discus- 
sion of the Ist year of racing under the new 
Formula 1; a personality sketch of Juan 
Manuel Fangio, and how he won the 1954 
World’s Championship racing under this 
Grand Prix formula (with each race amply 
covered by words and photos); the same 
coverage of World Champion Sports Car 
Racing, including such events as Sebring, Le 
Mans, the Mille Miglia, and the Mexican 
Road Race. The editor, Ami Guichard, says 
in his introduction, “We aim [to publish} 
the best illustrations concerning cars.” Using 
the best of Rodolfo Mailander, Corrada 
Millantae and Louis Klemantaski, he’s well 
on the road. Recommended reading, then 
filing away for future reading—and looking. 


REDEX RELIABILITY TRIAL 
ANNUAL, 1954 
Published by Scientific Magazines Pub- 
lishing Co., P.O. Box 42, Rockdale, New 
South Wales. 
ITH AN EVEN MORE MURDER- 
OUS Redex “Reliability Trial” sched- 
uled for this summer in Australia, this back- 
ward glance at last year’s event is especially 
timely. Told by the drivers of car 55 (a ’51 
Rover 75 which, alas, did not compete all 
the way), the book gives you a view of the 
9600-mile obstacle course from the driver's 
seat. A’ list of contestants, specifications of 
all entering cars, and results are included. 


LET’'S TAKE A TRIP IN OUR CAR 
by Felix Sutton and James Schuker 
Published by Treasure Books, Inc., 1107 
Broadway, New York 10, N.Y. 25¢. 
ERE’S A FINE BOOK for the child of 
an automotive enthusiast, or any child 
whose family plans motoring trips. This is 
a make-believe trip taken in a synthetic cat 
which can be pulled off the front cover. There 
are many visual aids to the child’s imagina- 
tion, for besides the die-cut plastic Plymouth 
and a 6-foot fold-out map, the book includes 
stiff paper cut-outs of gas stations, diners, 
motels, and traffic signals that can be placed 
along the 6-foot road tour, with explanations 
of the traffic signs included. 
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found out about Car-Plate — 


Easiest way 
to put on the 
toughest kind 
of wax 


EVEN AFTER 3 MONTHS - 
CAN VOU PICK THE CAR-PLATE 

WAX SIDE FROM THE HARD-RUB 
AUTO WAX JOB ? 


Here's what 


















HERTZ RENTAL CARS have to shine like 
new through all weather. To see if CaR- 
PLATE would do the trick, Hertz picked 
20 cars in cities across the U.S.A. One 
side of each was waxed with no-rubbing, 
liquid Car-Plate—the other with one of 
three well-known paste waxes. 


HERTZ FOUND: Car-Plate is much easier, far 
faster to apply than any paste auto wax. 

After months on the road, the sides 
were scientifically compared for shine and 
wear. 


HERTZ FOUND: Car-Plate wax is as long- 
lasting as the most durable paste auto wax. 





The reason: with Car-Plate, you don’t 
rub wax off as when polishing paste wax. 
You just dust off the light haze left by 
volatile wax-carrying liquids. The Hertz 
test car shown here was driven 3 months, 
then simply washed and photographed. If 
you can’t tell the Car-Plate side (right) 
from the paste side, why waste hours rub- 
bing? — next time, wax with Car-Plate! 


CAR-PLATE wax 
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Before waxing, always 
use Car-Plate Cleaner. 
It leaves a glass-smooth 
surface to which wax 
bonds perfectly in a bril- 
liant, long-lasting finish. 


JOHNSON'S 























t 








ACK IN 1923 a man in the market for 

a car had 163 choices in the gasoline 
field and another dozen or so that were 
steam-propelled. The consumer of 1923, 
as today, enjoyed a “buyer’s market.” 

There was at least one holdout, how- 
ever, who did not compromise with what 
he considered, to be perfection in the 
steam field. That man was Abner Doble. 
\lthough it was an innovation in 1923, 
his car changed but little during the next 
9 years until the company suspended oper- 
ations in 1932. 

Doble built a steam car that was to be 
the envy of every automobile driver, and 
his legend is so strong that most steam 
devotees still adhere to basic Doble prin- 
ciples. He claimed not only to have over- 
come every major problem faced by steam 
propulsion experts to date, but, to quote 
him, “In the Doble, which is superior in 
power, flexibility, silence and durability to 
any automobile ever made, the exacting 
motorist can realize his ideals of luxurious 
transportation.” ‘ 

For the purposes of deciding what the 
Doble steamer actually was and how it 
compared with gas cars of its day, I se- 
lected a 1923 Doble steamer and a 1923 
Lincoln touring car from the Henry Ford 
Museum in Dearborn, Mich. (Frank R. 
Davis, Curator of Mechanical Arts, made 
the comparison possible.) Many steam 
enthusiasts would be inclined, in their 
fanatic devotion, to pit the Doble with 
almost any modern automobile, but the 
comparison would do great injustice to 
some admirable Doble qualities without 
proving a single point. The Ford Muse- 
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um’s Doble has 25,000 miles registered on 
its odometer and the Lincoln has 61,000. 
The Doble and the Lincoln are some- 
what similar in outward appearance and, 
although it must be admitted that the 
Doble was decidedly more expensive, they 
are roughly comparable in quality. The 
high unit cost of a Doble was in large 
measure due to the extremely low volume 
of production of the company. The Lin- 
coln of 1923 was a $4000 car and the 
Doble retailed for just under $12,000 sans 
body, but less than 50 Dobles were built 
during the entire existence of the com- 
pany at its plant in Emeryville, Calif. 
The Doble is not dainty like some of its 
steam ancestors. It has a Rolls-Royce look 
of massive durability that is lacking in 
the Lincoln, but appointments and work- 


manship, other than the motive power, 


are roughly equivalent. 

The Doble is a complex of inachinery. 
Analyzed individually, each component 
is relatively easy to understand. Basically, 
it consists of a boiler; a burner; a 4-cyl- 
inder, double-acting, balanced compound 
engine; a condenser of Herculean propor- 
tions; and an accessory section, which in- 
cludes a generator-motor combination, 4 
crank-driven water pumps, an oil pump, 
and a vacuum pump. 

The boiler, or steam generator, is a 
single coiled, seamless steel tube more 
than 575 feet in length, using forced cir- 
culation. Mounted on top of the boiler 
is the combustion chamber, and bolted to 
it on the firewall side is an atomizing 
burner with an electric blower similar to 
the home-heating type. The burner is ac- 


THAN WORTH? 


Are you puzzled by the 
ubiquitous rumors that steam 
far surpasses gasoline? Then 
try out 2 justly famous old- 
timers, the incomparable Doble 
and a contemporary Lincoln 


by Lee Case, Jr. 


tivated by an automatic pressure control 
set, under ordinary conditions, to turn on 
the burner when the pressure falls below 
750 pounds per square inch. The entire 
boiler and combustion chamber are en- 
cased in powdered insulation and sur- 
rounded at the bottom with sheet alumi- 
num, on top with nickel chromium alloy. 

The engine, which is integral with the 
differential in the Doble and cannot be 
run free, is a double compound with 2 
high- and 2 low-pressure cylinders. Each 
cylinder gets a power thrust at each end 
of its stroke. Steam fans are fond of 
comparing this action with that of a 16- 
cylinder gasoline engine, but the simi- 
larity is slight except at relatively high 
engine revolutions. Because the Doble en- 
gine is integral with the differential, the 
engine stops when the car stops. A typical 
gasoline engine idles at from 300 to 500 
rpm, equivalent to a speed of from 20 to 
30 miles per hour in the Doble. Unlike a 
multi-cylindered gasoline engine, the Do- 
ble’s every power stroke is felt from a 
dead stop to about 15 mph. 

The condenser on the Doble is simply 
an immense radiator similar to those in 
use on conventional gasoline cars, with 2 
notable exceptions: the passages in the 
condenser are much larger and it is built 
to withstand much higher pressures. 

The auxiliary section of the Doble is 
driven by a shaft directly from the rear 
axle. Only 2 of the 4 plunger-type pumps 
are normally in operation, but under con- 
ditions of extreme demand on the boiler, 
all 4 pumps come into action. The pumps 
are electrically controlled and are regulat- 








ed b 
and 
in 0 
wher 
noise 
Ye 
quiet 
pares 
coln 
inati 
cubic 
and 
gives 
ef Sf 
sends 
low-] 
high, 
authe 
Ni 
comyp 
pellis 
brocl 
cal ¢ 
in les 
by tu 
end 
ease 
TI 
truth 
ificat: 
than 
up 
hand 
fuel 
To s 
admi 
granc 
culty 
Next 
far v 
as it 
Su 
the s 
come 
dense 
busti 
the « 
board 
very | 
Af 
with 
big, 
“PO* 
regist 
With 
reach 
dle h 
We « 
by n 
lets 1 
the t 
Wer 
oe s 
again 
the m 
A 
Our 
peare 
off v 
psi, < 
get ui 


Now 

































the 
am 
hen 
oid- 
ble 
oln 


, dt 


»ntrol 
rn on 
elow 
entire 
> ene 
sur- 
lumi- 
alloy. 
h the 
ot be 
ith 2 
Each 
end 
1 of 
| 16- 
simi- 
high 
> en- 
, the 
pical 
500 
0 to 
ke a 


m a 


nply 
e in 
th 2 

the 
suilt 


e is 
rear 
mps 
con- 
iler, 
m ps 
ilat- 


ed by a combination of the temperature 
and pressure in the boiler. Pump action 
in our ’°23 Doble is normally quiet, but 
when demand puts all 4 pumps to work, 
noise is more than noticeable. 

Yet with all this, the 1923 Doble is a 
quiet, smooth-running vehicle when com- 
pated with its contemporaries. The Lin- 
coln cannot, by any stretch of the imag- 
ination, be termed quiet. Its huge (358- 
cubic-inch) V8 engine is a massive brute, 
and its unorthodox, 60-degree V design 
gives it an odd, 6-cylinder sound. At high- 
er speeds a fan of windmill proportions 
sends out air from the hood louvers at a 
low-pitched whine. Transmission noise is 
high, but like engine noise, it gives an 
authentic sensation of power and speed. 

Now let’s take a ride in the Doble and 
compare our observations with the com- 
pelling prose Abner Doble used in his 
brochure. “Through the exclusive electri- 
cal control .. . the car generates steam 
in less than 30 seconds from ‘cold,’ simply 
by turning a switch. Advance the throttle 
and the car glides into motion with the 
ease and silence of a bird.” 

This paragraph has a strong element of 
truth in it, but it needs considerable qual- 
ification. First of all, there is more to do 
than “turning a switch.” First we pump 
up 8 pounds of fuel pressure with the 
hand pump on the dashboard to insure 
fuel in the mixing chamber and burner. 
To say that it is hard work would be to 
admit that we are less of a man than our 
grandfather, so we'll dismiss this diffi- 
culty with an airy wave of the hand. 
Next we turn on the ignition and a fan 
far under our feet begins to gain speed 
as it forces air into the burner. 

Suddenly, with a discomfiting roar like 
the sound of distant thunder, the burner 
comes to life, and almost immediately a 
dense smoke (denoting incomplete com- 
bustion ) rolls from the smokestack under 
the chassis and up through the floor- 
boards. (Our 1923 Doble was one of the 
very earliest models. ) 

After the switch is turned on we watch 
with steady, if fearful, gaze fixed on a 
big, round dial impressively labelled 
“POWER,” on which 2 concentric hands 
register both temperature and _ pressure. 
Within 40 seconds our steam pressure 
reaches 750 psi, but the temperature nee- 
dle hasn’t yet made its debut on the face. 
We depress the valve linkage pedal which, 
by making the engine work in reverse, 
lets the car back up, and then we open 
the throttle. Response is not immediate. 
We must wait while the boiler packs a lot 
cf steam pressure with little volume 
against the pistons. Then silently, to quote 
the manual, we “glide into motion.” 

A glance at the big dial is dismaying. 
Our steam pressure has practically disap- 
peared! The burner, which turned itself 
off when the pressure first reached 750 
psi, again comes on, trying frantically to 
get up steam to meet our modest demands. 
Now we turn into the street. “It is so flex- 























Finest of all steamers was Doble, with not only most advanced solutions to engineer- 
ing problems, but bodies, components of highest quality obtainable for $12,000 















DON MACDONALD 
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Henry Ford Museum’s potent old Lincoln, stock except for lights, was type much in 
favor with both rum-runners and the law. Its success deserves some credit for Ford V8 


ible that it accelerates from 1 to 75 miles 
an hour in a few seconds,’ the Doble 
brochure says. We open the throttle wide, 
the long black needle registering pressure 
nearly drops from sight, and we barely 
creep out into the stream of traffic. Such 
capricious behavior makes the Doble’s 
highly touted acceleration sound like a 
fable. Each time we open the throttle a 
little wider for more power, the black 
needle nearly disappears from the left 
side of the dial. (Continued on page 44) 




































COURTESY THE HENRY FORD MUSEUM 


NEXT MONTH: 
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Py fF ih 
MT RESEARCH road test 


Diagram shows 2 sets of torsion bars (1 for general use, 1 for electric-motored 


aa) 


leveling of car with varying loads). First of all-new systems, it gives 1955’s No. 1 ride 


ACKARD MAKES NO _ SECRET 

that it has missed the turn a couple 
of times in the recent past, is now frankly 
traveling the road back. An important 
part of its future plans is the Clipper, a 
car gradually assuming its identity as a 
separate make from the big Packards 
(however, this aspect can be regarded as 
still in transit; the 55 Clipper, tho with 
a fresh look, is an obvious relative of both 
the new Packards and the older ones). 
Studebaker-Packard Corp. obviously in- 
tends its Clippers to appeal, and sell, to 
buyers who want an automobile quite dif- 
ferent from the rakish, lower-priced Stud- 
ebaker President (road test, MT, Dec. 
54). The Clipper appeals, as never before 
(and, indeed, as no other car can, except 
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its larger cousins) to the solid-comfort 
crowd. Its prospects are the people who 
buy very carefully, who rarely drive flat- 
out, and who keep their cars a little longer 
than the average. They have a likely 
choice in the new Clipper. 


Test car: Clipper Custom 4-door sedan 
with standard 245-horsepower V8 engine, 
torsion bars, electric levelizer. Optional 
equipment included new-type Ultramatic, 
power steering, power brakes, radio and 
heater, no lesser gadgets. 


Engine: Packard clung to the straight 8 
for as long as anyone, and to the practical 
limit of increase in compression ratio. They 
saw it drop in public favor from No. 1 





The first step in Packard's 


comeback is a superb 
torsion-bar ride 


Re ton 


Unretouched photo shot on choppy edge 
of MT’s acceleration test strip shows 
Clipper’s even keel on roughest roads 


by Pete Molson 


to a poor 3rd, due to rising demand for 
the livelier, more compact and efficient 
V-type powerplant. Last year Packard had 
largest displacement (359 cubic inches) 
of any production engine; this year, tho 
completely changed, it claims the same 
distinction with only 352. In Clipper Cus- 
tom version, the overhead-valve, short- 
stroke engine puts out 245 hp for best 
weight/power ratio of any U.S. produc- 
tion car except Corvette and Thunder- 
bird; its brawny torque of 355 pounds- 
feet has no equal at all, except in larger 
Packards. Yet acceleration and top speed 
are de-emphasized by factory, which pre- 
fers to remind public that a pre-produc- 
tion version of this engine averaged 104.7 
miles per hour, including stops, in a 
25,000-mile run under AAA supervision. 

Unobstructed breathing was one of 
Packard engineers’ prime goals; they 
have achieved it with a 4-barrel carburet- 
or, remarkably clean intake manifold, 
valves 25 per cent bigger than last year’s, 
and _ high-lift camshaft. Conventional 
crossover exhaust system ends in dual 
tail pipes on Clipper Custom, The wedge- 
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pe combustion chambers (ellipses in 
n view) have, says Chief Engine Engi- 
¢ W. E. Schwieder, “remarkable insen- 
ivity’ to carbon deposits; for owners, 
fis means less power loss, lower octane 
quirement increase. Ignition stepped up 
12 volts for best use of engine’s po- 
jal and to allow more sparkplug gap 
gowth before servicing. Compression ra- 
d‘s , now 8.5 to 1, can even go higher than 




















2 to 1 in succeeding models. Which 
fas) ings up other future plans: with no 
ide & jor alterations in the basic engine de- 


sign, future Clippers can claim 355 hp and 
408 pounds-feet of torque. 








ther options: Available with standard 
Speed transmission (with or without 
erdrive) for what should be much 
more economical operation; also can be 









otos by Bob D’Olivo 













had without power brakes or power steer- 
ing (standard steering requires 4*4 turns 
lock to lock, so is not stiff). Power seat, 
power windows, air conditioning optional. 
Clipper Deluxe and Super use 225-hp 
version of same engine, with smaller bore 
(3.81 inches), lower compression ratio 


edge 2 ; 
hows | (8-0 to 1), and have conventional spring- 
oads ing with coils in front, leaves in rear. Tor- 


sion-bar suspension may be available on 
lower-priced Clippers before model year 
ends, or next year. 


WHAT THE CAR IS LIKE TO DRIVE 


1 for [Exit and entry: Very simple except that 
cient fhandbrake lever extends far across left 
had fdoor opening. High and wide door open- 
hes) flings, seats higher than most. Drip mold- 
tho fing on wrap-around prevents drenching. 
same 
Cus- [Driving position: Unusually high, very 
10ft- Jcomfortable. Manual seat control on test 
best far flimsy, hard to adjust. As much head- 
duc- from and shoulder room as in any car, 
der- Ithanks: to retention of straight-sided body. 
nds- flegroom sufficient but not unusual. Wheel 
rget flow, easy to reach. Instruments in com- 
seed Fact cluster but with over-elaborate dials 
pre- fthat obscure function of oil-pressure and 
duc- generator warning lights. Medium-size 
)4.7 Helove compartment in dash center. 
n 4 
ion. Vision: High seat and low hood, plus 
of Packard-pioneered high fenders, put driv- 
hey fer in a sort of pilot house. Vision undis- 
ret- forted thru windshield; some refraction 
old, fit top and sides of rear window. No blind 
at's, pot from cornerpost or mirror. Some 
nal Bare off shiny dash top (leather pad is 
ual $15 extra), no reflections from instru- 
8€- Iments at night. Tail lights visible from 





















driver’s seat are a practical parking aid. 


Operation of accessories: ‘“Cam-O- 
Matic” wipers give adequate wrap-around 
coverage at lower of 2 speeds, leave broad 
unswept areas when moving fast. Heat 
and vent controls lighted, easy to use. 
Adequate heat and ventilation provided, 
with under-hood air ducts, dash-mounted 
blowers, large air space under front seat 
for good circulation. 


Ease of handling: Easy to drive under 
all conditions. Power steering system gives 
good road feel; transition very smooth 
from initial push to power-assisted oper- 
ation. Just under 4 turns lock to lock. 
Parking made easier by “square-cornered” 
body design that lets driver know where 
car's edges are. Responsive in traffic, 
is entirely at driver's command. Odd 
angle of accelerator with floor—it’s nearly 
vertical—can get uncomfortable. Crowned 
roads, streetcar tracks, slipping inadvert- 
ently onto a soft shoulder—none of these 
will faze the Clipper. If you don’t fall in 
the “typical Packard owner” class, you'll 
agree with the MT Researcher who said 
“especially nice in tight corners. One of 
the best for deliberately sliding to head 
right into a turn.” 


Acceleration: Surprisingly modest in 
most ranges for so large an engine and 
so impressive a recorded output, except 
from 10 to 30, where the new Ultramatic 
helped it to leave most cars standing at 
the post to run up a time of 2.9 seconds. 
Engine roars during acceleration bursts. 
Ultramatic retains smooth, torque-con- 
verter-only start in one DRIVE range, lock- 
ing up into direct drive anywhere from 
15 to.55 mph, depending on how heavy 
your foot is; in other range, all starts are 
made in low gear (same ratio as in LOW 
range on the dash-mounted quadrant) and 
the transmission automatically shifts 
from there to torque converter and then 
on to direct drive. In comparative accelera- 
tion tests the “smooth takeoff” range was 


Unusual high seat, low instruments make 
vou think you’re in a classic-era Packard. 
Handbrake hampers left-door entrance 













































Closest approach to making tire-chang- 
ing fun can be yours in Custom Clipper. 
Shut off dash toggle switch quickly after 
standing on rear bumper (top) or front 
one (bottom). Center photo shows range 


slower (for example) by 1.3 seconds 
from 30 to 50 mph. If there were “gates” 
between NEUTRAL, 2 DRIVE ranges, and 
LOW, driver would not have to peer at 
quadrant for clarification. It’s a pleasure 
to “play on” so versatile a transmission, 
and a shame to keep consulting the score. 


Braking: Last year’s improvement in 
stopping distances, which applied to near- 
ly every test car, has not continued this 
year on an industry-wide basis. Clipper 
gave MT Research pleasant surprise of 
bettering its "54 distances by 2 feet from 
30 mph, 7 feet from 45, and 14 feet from 





Tough black-and-white nylon with metal- 


lic accents and plastic panels at wear 
points lends dash to rear cor:partment 
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WEDGE-SHAPED COMBUSTION 
CHAMBERS, 8.5101 RATIO 
(CAN GO TO 12 T0 1), 

LITTLE CARBON SENSITIVITY 


CHROME-PLATED TOP 
COMPRESSION RING 


SHORT-STROKE DESIGN REDUCES 
PISTON TRAVEL 22% FROM 1954 











TOTAL ENGINE WEIGHT WITH RADIATOR 
720 POUNDS (’54 ENGINE WEIGHED 784) 


SMOOTHLY CONTOURED INTAKE 
MANIFOLD WITH GENEROUS RADII 
AT JUNCTIONS FOR EASIER BREATHING 








Like its suspension, Packard’s new V8 engine was enginéered with an eye to the fu- 
ture. Basic design can go to 12 to 1 compression, 355 horsepower in coming years 


‘55 PACKARD coninues 


60. Furthermore, it did it with no fuss, 
no muss—a nonchalance that some other 
cars could well copy. Handbrake was odd, 
taking hold with -great ease but a loud, 
fingernail-on-a-blackboard noise, not at 
all suggestive of Packard quality. 


Roadability: Some front-end float (it 
has a life of its own, and seems not quite 
synchronized with the steering action), 
but only at low speeds. Extremely road- 
worthy at higher speeds. Some lean on 
turns, but not enough to disturb passen- 





REAR-WHEEL HORSEPOWER 

(Determined on Clayton chassis dynamom- 
eter. All tests are made under full load, 
which is similar to climbing a hill at full 
throttle. Observed hp. figures _not corrected 





to Pp ic 

The usval dynamometer was not available 
during this test. The same car will later be 
tes on it and the results given in next 
month’s issue. 


TOP SPEED 

(In miles per hour over surveyed '4-mile.) 
Fastest l-way run 04.4 
Slowest I-way run 102.9 
Average of 4 runs 103.3 


20 MOTOR TREND/JUNE 1955 


gers and little threat to stability. Dips of 
the worst kind became, by the end of 
our road test, merely an invitation to go 
faster. Recovery after any severe road un- 
evenness is nearly instantaneous. 


Ride: Here, of course, is Clipper’s most 
astonishing advancement. Single steel bar 
—with built-in twist—on each side of car 
replaces conventional coils in front and 
leaf springs at rear, with worthwhile re- 
sults. Without watching, test crew 
couldn’t tell when driver deliberately 
steered car over projecting manhole cov- 
ers on road under repair. Driving along 


TEST CAR AT A GLANCE 
Packard Clipper Custom with Ultramatic 


(General specifications on page 54) 


ACCELERATION 
(In seconds, checked with 5th wheel and 
electric speedometer.) 

Standing start %4-mile (74 mph) 18.7 


0-30 mph 4.0 
0-60 mph 1g 
10-30 mph 29 

-50 mph 46 
50-80 mph 13.9 


SPEEDOMETER ERROR 
(Checked with 5th wheel and electric speed- 
ometer.) 
Car speedometer read 33 true 30 mph 
4 true 45 mph 


true 60 mph 
83 true 75 mph 
109 @ true 100 mph 


extreme edge of road with frequent deep, 
uneven gutters produced no discomfor 
Says Studebaker-Packard President J. J. 
Nance (and we agree): “Introduction of 
torsion bar suspension has returned Pack. 
ard... to a role of innovation which wa; 
the company’s traditional forte pre-war, 
when it dominated the fine car field’ 
Electric motor operates 2 shorter torsion 
bars to keep car level under varying loa 
conditions. Here’s one car that wont 
need its headlights adjusted after loading 
it for a vacation trip; it will wait 7 sec. 
onds, then level out as flat as you please. 
regardless of weight of your load. Othe 
uses for levelizer: If you have to chang 
a back tire, stand on back bumper until 
levelizer has raised rear end to compen. 
sate for your weight. When the electric 
motor shuts off, dash around and flick of 
switch under panel before it has time to 
react to your mot being on the bumper 
any longer. Still with us? You'll now 
have your back fenders lifted convenient 
ly high above back wheels. You can do 
same with front. A good idea to shut of 
levelizer when your car is unattended. 
Our neighbor’s children thought it was ab- 
solutely the greatest. 


WHAT THE CAR IS LIKE 
TO LIVE WITH 


Riding in the front seat: Seat comfort 
able, roomy, except for low-hanging dash, 
smooth, non-lurch acceleration, but en- 
gine noisy. Ashtrays awkwardly placed 
under curve of dash. Radio’s innards ex 
posed under right side of dash. Every. 
thing else dims by comparison with ride 

Note: if you drive a Clipper with in- 
tent to buy, you'll need some bad bumps 
to prove its mettle. Also try letting some 
one else do the driving: smoothness é 
much more apparent when you're not 
watching road surface. ) 


Riding in the rear seat: Even more 
dramatic than the front, with more fee 
of room. Center (Continued on page 54) 


FUEL CONSUMPTION 
(In miles per gallon; checked with fuel flow- 
meter, 5th wheel, and electric speedometer. 
Mobilgas Special used.) 

Steady 30 mph 19.1 


Steady 45 mph 18.7 
Steady 60 mph 15.8 
Steady 75 mph 12.9 
Stop-and-go driving 
over measured course 11.9 
Tank average for 938 miles 13.2 
STOPPING DISTANCE 
(To the nearest foot; checked with electrically 
actuated detonator.) 
30 mph 44 


45 mph 89 
60 mph 15) 
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by Al Kidd 


ORECASTING THE WEATHER has 

always been a difficult proposition, 
but here’s a long-range prediction to 
cunt on: Indianapolis (at least that 
pagoda-topped section of town on 16th 
Street) will have a heat wave during the 
month of May. We needn't count on the 
sun either—most of the heat will be gen- 
erated when the big Offys start burning 
up the bricks on the Speedway. But even 
when it’s sure to be hot some people want 
t0 know which way the wind will blow, 
s0 let’s wet a wise finger and hold it up 
to the breeze. 
The 500 has been variously described 
as a crucible of speed, a colorful spectacle, 
a proving ground, and a thrill-and-chill 
event. Perhaps it is or has been all of these 
things, but today it is first and foremost an 
mtomobile race, nothing more nor less. 
Automotive advancement may come out 
of the race but it will be only a by-product 
at best. Let’s take a realistic view of the 
500 and accept it for what it is rather than 
what it ought to be. 
Every car that qualified last year used 
a 270-cubic-inch Meyer-Drake engine, 
and most of them were mounted in Kurtis- 
Kraft chassis. Obviously the same will 
be true this year; most people seem to 
agree that the Meyer-Drake is the best 
engine for running 500 miles around 
an oval at 130 mph. Remember that 
drivers and car owners are interested in 
winning the race and making money. They 
are not, for the most part, idealists who 
would like to see some other engine win 
the race just for the sake of competition. 
Anyone who is so inclined can take 270 
wbic inches of air and build a new racing 
engine around them; if it turns out better 
than the Offy the same car owners will 
adopt it for the same reasons. The fact 
that no one has built a better mousetrap 
may be lamentable, but it isn’t an inherent 
fault of the race. 
There is still some hope, tho, for the 
idealists. Don’t be dismayed because there 

























































Wil be a 270<ubicinch (or thereabouts) Moyer Drake. Will mst key be 
filled at about 30 degrees and have an off-center driveshaft. ee 

Will be Kurfis-Kraff. Won't be brand new and may vary slightly from 
daca sacttedions Hath S34 stes Goth pal te lt) Ok Waa O8 SES 
but don’t discount a good dirt track car. 

Will probably be one of a multiple car entry. Watch teams and teamwork. 

Will qualify af around 140 mph, and will be one of the faster qualifiers. 

Won't start farther back than 7th row—more likely rows 1, 2, or 3. 
we ees 2 eee ¥ 
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INDY FORECAST ....... 


has been no formula change. There are 
just too many Meyer-Drakes. drifting 
around (at about $8000 apiece) and their 
owners don’t intend them to wind up in 
museums and junkyards. The fact is that 
there are some experimentalists among 
Indy car owners. Changes will be gradual 
but there will be some cars which exem- 
plify marginal variations. 

The new Belond Miracle Power Special 
will use a Meyer-Drake engine but will have 
a new ultra-streamlined design complete 
with canopy over the driver (for qualify- 
ing only). But even this car is basically 
Kurtis-Kraft. The Bardahl stable is inter- 
ested in a new engine but it’s also sticking 
with Kurtis; the new powerplant will be 
a 6-cylinder Ferrari. There’s the internally 
blown 180-cubic-inch Meyer-Drake design 
which develops more horsepower than the 
270 and is said to be very fast. Three 
appeared at the track last year—none qual- 
ified. Even the ill-fated but much-admired 
Novi which failed to qualify last year may 
switch to rear drive for 55. If you're look- 
ing for an entirely new concept in racing 
engines you may find it in the form of the 
Planacircle Special entered by Walter 
Strader of Los Angeles. Strader says he has 
developed an engine which utilizes no 
pistons, valves or crankshaft, yet he calls 
it a positive displacement internal com- 
bustion engine. He claims the engine will 
develop 800 horsepower and go 190 mph. 
Altho he’s paid his entry fee, the engine 
is not even completed as MT goes to press. 
In short, a few hybrid cars will be on 
hand, but don’t count on them even to 
qualify, much less win the race. 

It’s no secret that qualifying for the 
500 isn’t the matter-of-fact process that 





Jack Eddy, Monroe engineer, and Luigi Lesovsky, race-car 
builder, hold Monroe power-steering unit. The Packard-like 
mechanism will be tested in several Indy cars this year 
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it once was. It’s now deadly serious, ex- 
tremely competitive, and very dangerous. 
Qualifying averages have spiraled to lofty 
figures (from 136.429 in °53 to 138.632 
in ’54). Some close Indy followers who 
are undoubtedly looking at the situation 
thru nitro-methane-filled fuel tanks are 
blandly saying that it will take 140 mph to 
qualify this year. Things do promise to 
be a good bit faster, but anyone with 
138.5 (and that’s not exactly dogging it) 
will make the starting line. 

Every car owner must down a bottle 
or 2 of aspirin before he decides just 
how his car should qualify. If he is after 
the pole he must get out there the Ist day 
and go like the devil. That’s O.K. for 
the boys who know they’ve got it, but 
what of the slightly slower cars? There 
has been an increasing tendency to sit 
tight and see what speed it’s going to 
take. Most owners will pass up a shot at 
the lst row to make sure they will be in 
the race. After all, Vukovich proved last 
year that it’s possible to start way back 
in the field (he was in the 7th row) and 
still win. Of course there are only so many 
Vukoviches, but there are also only so 
many spots in the front row. Keep all of 
this in mind if you're going to watch 
qualifying. The opening day has always 
been the one to see. This year, if you want 
to be in on the fun, wait for the last day 
of qualifying. If the waiting game contin- 
ues, the bumping will be fast and furious 
and the nitro will flow like pump gas. 

The answer to what sort of car will 
win the 500 is any sort at all if it uses 
a Meyer-Drake engine. Any well-put- 
together car can win with the right driver. 
The trend is toward the new Kurtis de- 
signs, primarily the 500 series (A, B, C, 
and D), with the engine tilted at varying 
degrees and the off-center driveshaft run- 


ning alongside the driver. These roadsteg 
were built for Indianapolis, but a di 
track car can win just as easily. Last yea 
winning car was, indeed, a 500 Kur 
(altho 2 years old) but the tremendg 
















performance by Jim Bryan on a vete 
car with the engine bolt upright is @ 
proof of the dirt-track pudding. May 
he’d have won with a newer model, b 
as it was he beat every one of the 
cars save Keck’s. ; 

Like it or not, when it comes to the 
cars at Indy, all things are just about 
equal. No one will discount the excellent 
work done by the mechanics, but this has 
become just about as (expertly) standard. 
ized as the M-D engine. Last year’s race 
proves it—at the end of 200 miles all 
33 starters were still running and in the 
race. So let’s face it: take 33 almost-iden- 
tical cars, all well prepared, and aside from 
luck (don’t discount it), it’s the driver 
that spells success or failure. . 

All right then, says the railbird, which 
driver will win this year? It takes an op 
timist to pin it down to one man and the 
only real optimist around Indy these days 
is the man who doesn’t care whether 
Vukovich wins or not. We should elimi- 
nate Vukie since we believe in odds and 
they’re fantastically against him. 

In yesteryear Ted Horn and Rex Mays 
were always -favorites (but never won) 
and for the same reasons Jack McGrath 
must be considered a favorite this year. 
He’s compiled an admirable record for 
good-finishing consistency (and fast quali- 
fying) over the past 5 years, He’s been 
14th, 11th, Sth, and twice 3rd. Who else 
can boast an average of 7th place in the 
last 5 Indianapolis races? The answer is 
simple—no one. McGrath must reign as 
a very strong contender altho the odds 
may be mounting against him too. 
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Modified (270 cubic inches, Herbert roller cam, Hilborn in| Jack 
jectors) Dodge V8 will go in ’54 2nd-place car. Jim Bryan will} Spec 
test car but will drive new Meyer-Drake Kurtis-Kraft in race} plac 





oadsten 
a di 

it yea 
Kur 
.endo 
vete 

is 
May 
lel, D 
he ni 





to the 
about 
<cellent 
his has 
andard- 
rs race 
les all 
in the 
st-iden- 
le from 
driver 


which 
an Op 
nd the 
se days 
shether 
elimi- 


ds and 


; Mays 
won) 
cGrath 
$ year. 
rd for 
quali- 
; been 
10 else 
in the 
wer is 
ign as 


- odds 






There are always some real good rookies 
but none has won since 1927. Even the 
redoubtable Vukovich did no better than 
29th in his first outing. The new high 
speeds make it tough to get the hang of 
Indy in one year so don't figure on a 
newcomer for top honors. On the other 
hand 2nd, 3rd and 4th year men have 
done well in the past. Holland was one 
and then Parsons and Vukovich—now 
maybe Jim Bryan. He broke in with a 
6th in "52, was 14th in 53 and a brilliant 
2nd last year. That experience plus an 
AAA championship makes Bryan as ripe 
as they come. 

Of course there are plenty of good 
drivers around who could easily win. Aside 
from Vukovich we can expect other former 
500 winners to qualify. Holland, Parsons, 
Ruttman—each of them knows at least 
one winning formula and it’s easier to do 
it the 2nd time than the Ist. If experience 
is the best teacher a veteran would be 
the best choice. Pick Sam Hanks here, 
keeping in mind his Indy experience, his 
3rd place finishes in 52 and '53 and his 
‘533 AAA championship. 
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Jack McGrath (right) readies Hinkle 
Special on which he won pole and 3rd 
place in °54. He’ll be a ’55 favorite 


New Belond car is basically 1953 Kurtis 500 with streamlined 
body sections added. Car will use lucite and aluminum canopy 
(for qualifying) and Hoffman 2-way-radio communication 


Photos by Eric Rickman 


If you’re a betting man stay away from 
Indianapolis—you'll do better at Belmont 
Park. But if it’s just a friendly pool you 
can be pleased if you draw a slip that says 
McGrath, Bryan, or Hanks. Then too, if 
you're in a pool you don’t believe in odds 


“anyway so don’t be unhappy (for obvious 


reasons ) if you draw the name of William 
Vukovich. That’s right—altho Vukovich 
should be ruled out of it (only because 
of the law of averages) one can’t discount 
his amazing performances in the last 3 
500s and his utter disregard for odds. 

If things are going to be hotter at In- 
dianapolis there must be improvements. 
The equipment, we know, will be basical- 
ly the same: Meyer-Drake, Kurtis-Kraft. 
Nobody knows exactly how fast it is pos- 
sible to travel on the Indy track. More 
speed may result from exuberance on the 
part of the drivers, but level heads and 
safety officials will try to minimize this 
effort. Better racing tires have meant more 
speed in the past few years but they have 
also multiplied pit stops. There is always 
extra speed to be had and there’s a good 
chance that it will come not from added 
mph but from seconds saved thru tactics 
and gadgetry. Several new developments 
seem to be in the Indianapolis offing. 
Some of these may not materialize this 
year (but they'll gain impetus); some 
have been budding slowly and will blos- 
som in ’55. 

Affluent car owners are beginning to 
realize once again that great profits are 
to be reaped from team entries. Last year 
there were no less than 11 multiple en- 
tries; some were more successful than 
others. (Of the 3 Sumar cars only 1 made 
the race, while Bardahl qualified ali 3 of 
its entries.) But the mere placing of 2 
or more cars in the 500 is not enough 
in itself. In the past it seems that owners 
have not capitalized on the full potential 
of team tactics. In order to be successful, 
tactics must be carefully planned and pre- 
cisely executed. It wasn’t just luck that 
made Lou Moore’s Blue Crown team so 
successful right after the war. Holland 
and Rose drove careful races, they stopped 
at planned intervals, the pit work was ex- 


Newest of the Kurtis-Kraft roadster series is the streamlined 
500-D. Grilled openings resembling headlights are ducts for 
tire cooling. Windshield will replace canopy after qualifying 












cellent, the instructions flashed to the 
drivers were meaningful and they were 
obeyed. Well-organized teams should 
dominate the 500, this might be their 
year to win. 

It may not be always true that a race 
is won or lost in the pits but # can be. 
A pit that engages in helter-skelter work 
may qualify a car but that car won’t wind 
up in victory lane. This year more con- 
centration will be placed on good, fast, 
practiced pit work. Why was one crew 
last year able to refuel its car and change 
all tires in 38 seconds while it took an- 
other crew 2 minutes to do the same 
thing? The time difference here amounts 
to over a full lap, and once lost it’s hard 
to regain. If you possibly can, spend part 
of your time near the pits this year and 
clock some of the stops. If a routine stop 
(fuel and tires) takes more than a minute 
count that car all but out of the contest. 

The number of stops is just as impor- 
tant but much less flexible. Last year 
everyone waited for Vukovich to make 
his 3rd stop and possibly lose the lead. 
As we now know, he didn’t lose the lead 
because he never made the 3rd stop, In 
the last 5 years the number of necessary 
stops has swung from 1 to 3 and now 
to 2. Track and weather conditions, race 
speeds and the Firestone Rubber Co. have 
all the control here. At any rate, stops 
were erratic and confused last year. Look 
for more planning and, if necessary, 
shrewd on-the-spot calculating when it 
comes to the when and why of this year’s 
pit stops. 

Pit-driver communication is directly re- 
lated to the success of a driver, a pit, or 
a team. The blackboard method of giving 
information may not be outmoded but it 
is certainly limited. Two-way radios have 
been tried before but have never been 
adopted on a large scale. Now with the 
advent of transistor radios the old stum- 
bling blocks of weight and space have 
been solved. The advantage of free com- 
munication is obvious enough—it means 
seconds saved. Plan on successful use of 
radios this year; widespread adoption 
in 1956. _ (Continued on page 74) 
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Full advantage of reclining seat can’t be 
realised until you’ve ridden in a car so 
equipped. We call it a must for all cars 


HE ALMOST FANATICALLY 

LOYAL CORE of Hudson owners 
(and dealers) viewed 1955 with mixed 
emotions. They knew that the new year 
would bring a Nash-based car bearing lit- 
tle resemblance to “step-down” designs of 
the past. It wasn’t styling changes that con- 
cerned them; it was whether or not the 
new models would have that whip-sharp 


You don’t have to drive ’til you drop on cross-country trip; just stop, take a nap! 
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New V8 and new-found 
liveability greet loya! 
Hudson buyers 


Good roadability, riding comfort. Hor- 
net stuck to gravel without skid; pas- 
senger wasn’t thrown from side to side 


by Don MacDonald 


roadability characteristic of previous mod- 
els. We logged 1000 road test miles plus 
5 times that much of rugged cross-coun- 
try driving in a Kenosha-built Hornet, 
and found that whatever has been lost in 
the handling department (few except Mar- 
shall Teague would notice it) has been 
more than made up by the car’s new- 
found liveability. 


Test car: Four-door sedan with “Super” 
trim, Ultramatic, and options including 
power brakes, excellent twin-speaker ra- 
dio, heater, combination reclining front 
seats and travel bed. Not equipped with 
much-needed power steering (more on 
this presently). 


Engine: Newly designed 320-cubic-inch 
overhead-valve V8 manufactured for Hud- 
son (and Nash) by Packard. Basically 
same as used on latter's. Clipper Deluxe 
and Super, except AM version has 2 
less carburetor barrels and 7.8 vs, 8.5 to 
1 compression ratio. This will jump to 
8.25 in cars produced by time you read 
this, upping horsepower and torque from 
present 208 and 300 pounds-feet by about 
3 per cent, even tho company does not 
plan to advertise increase. Premium fuel 














*(such as new higher-octane Mobilgas Spe- 
‘cial used on test) is a must, especially if 
you get one of later models with higher 
‘compression ratio. 







/Other options: V8 not available without 
Htwin Ultramatic, altho 2 varieties of 6- 
cylinder Hornets can be had with Hy- 
dra-Matic, 3-speed, or overdrive. All 
‘cars equipped with fine Weather Eye heat- 
ing system have panel setup for option- 
pally integral air-conditioning unit. Don’t 
tbe fooled a year from now on used car 
‘lots by this; check under hood and dash 
Mor bulky cooling equipment. Power-lift 
windows, but not power front seat, com- 
plete list of major options. All usual minor 
accessories can be obtained from dealer, 
























Photos by Joe Moore 









and we especially recommend air mattress 






and detachable window screens for those 
who plan to use car bed features. 
WHAT THE CAR IS LIKE TO DRIVE 
Exit and entry: 100 per cent increase in 

Hor-} ease of entry and exit over previous “step- 

pas} down” design, but pushbutton door han- 

side}  dles excessively stiff, at least on test car. 
Doors open wide and stay open on in- 
cline. Vertical windshield pillar no prob- 

_— lem to circumnavigate. 

plus isd ‘sid " , 

adil Driving position: High steering wheel 

net, | Position caused complaints on first ac- 

en a quaintance, but proved orthopedically 

Mes! sound for extended cross-country driving. 
We understand wheel will be lowered in 

beati ¢ ducti hort dri il 
uture production so short drivers wi 

new" feel more at home. Wide horn button 
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not| Like Ramblers, Nash line, Hudson Wasp, Hornet makes use of 

fuel| “unit” construction body, frame are single, welded unit 

















Instrument panel is typically Hudson, 
has highly legible speedometer. Nash- 
sired package drawer is best feature 


and ring obstruct view of Ultramatic 
quadrant and especially high-beam indi- 
cator light. Driver's armrest ideally posi- 
tioned, but height of sill makes use 
as armrest uncomfortable. Almost chair- 
height seat with split back in nearly 
vertical position gives good support for 
long stretches at wheel. Silk-like uphol- 
stery fabric does not cling to clothes on 
hot day, and you stick when cornering. 


Vision: Again, comparison with previous 
car (which caused some to suffer claus- 
trophobia) makes criticism superfluous. 
Both front fenders readily visible to driv- 
er. Parallel parking might be difficult for 
woman because rear fender has no raised 
trim on which to sight. Vacuum-operated 
windshield wipers have cam arrangement 
giving them best sweep to date. However, 
advantage is lost on murky days because 
vacuum motor does not have power to 
operate on semi-dry glass, as when wind- 
shield is spattered by road spray after a 
rain. Also, at speeds over 60 mph, wipers 
have tendency to lose contact with wind- 
shield. We understand factory correction 
of this minor difficulty is in work. 














With power brakes full on, Hudson skids 
to short, straight halt from 60 mph. 
System retains mechanical pedal reserve 





Operation of controls: Much room for 
improvement here, mostly on small items 
such as windshield wiper control, which 
ignores fundamental principles of lever- 
age. Small-diameter knob should pull in- 
stead of turn. Handbrake control is diffi- 
cult to reach without scraping hand on 
open ashtray; release is not positive. Ul- 
tramatic quadrant positions crammed to- 
gether, requiring positive attention even 
after 6000 miles of familiarity. Possible 
to pass inadvertently through LOW into 
REVERSE, which happened once when we 
downshifted on icy hill, causing a bad skid. 
Power brakes not unduly sensitive and 
have fair reserve, should engine stall. 
Pedal position, tucked up along right side 
of steering column, does not encourage 
left-foot braking habit. Best feature of 
dash panel (adapted to Nash cowl) is 
package drawer. Other compartments 
tend to suffer by comparison. Only light- 
ing convenience we missed during our 
period of living with car was a localized 
glow somewhere in front compartment 
for reading maps. Heater controls rela- 
tively simple (considering they would 
also have been used for air-conditioning 





Hornet’s engine is 320-cubic-inch, Packard V8 rated at 208 
horsepower. Gearbox choice with V8 is limited to Ultramatic 
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"55 Hudson Hornet <oninves 


had it been installed ), and “Weather Eye” 
still gets our vote for top comfort in all 
climates, tho it’s not as outstanding as it 
was years ago. 


Ease of handling: Standard steering on 
test car was so stiff at parking speeds that 
we strongly recommend power option. 
Hudson offers desirable kind that assists 
rather than takes over, at moderate ex- 
tra cost. Toward end of 6000-mile test, 
steering parts moved more freely, and at 
no time was stiffness troublesome at high- 
way speeds. Could be that test car was 
set up too tight during manufacture, but 
most likely trouble stems from changes 
in weight distribution with heavier V8: 
58 per cent of car’s 3925 pounds rests 
on front wheels when unloaded. 


Acceleration: Not the fastest but con- 
siderably better in all ranges than last 
year’s fairly hot “Twin H-Power” Hor- 
net. From standstill, must use right-hand 
position in DRIVE range (distinguished by 
vertical dash rather than dot) to take ad- 
vantage of kickdown feature of transmis- 
sion. Above 40 mph, it is immaterial 
which DRIVE range you choose. Ultramatic 
still one of smoothest automatics on mar- 
ket for both up- and down-shifts; optional 
(to driver) geared start eliminates pre- 
vious tendency to mushiness, makes good 
use of new V8. 


Braking: Hornet may take top honors in 
this department. Brakes easy to apply; 
all wheels locked quickly and evenly. 
Lately we have come to dread that phase 
of our testing which involves panic stops 
from 60 mph, because many of test cars 
have had tendency to take off for the 
bushes. This one stopped in arrow- 
straight line, under perfect control at all 
times. Outstanding’ exclusive carried over 
from old Hudsons is mechanical over- 
ride, should hydraulic system fail. This 





REAR-WHEEL HORSEPOWER 
(Determined on Clayton chassis dynamom- 
eter. All tests are made under full load, 
which is similar to climbing a hill at full 
throttle. Observed hp figures not corrected 
to standard at pheric conditions.) 
81 road hp @ 2000 rpm and 46 mph 
92 road hp @ 2500 rpm and 65 mph 
Max. 105 road hp @ 3000 rpm and 71 mph 





TOP SPEED 

(In miles per hour over surveyed '/4-mile.) 
Fastest I-way run 105.8 

104.2 

105.0 


Slowest ]-way run 
Average of 4 runs 
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linkage normally serves parking brake, 
but is hooked up to foot pedal for emer- 
gency use and great peace of mind. 


Roadability: Old Hornet’s reputation for 
“stickability” is carried on by new model 
to surprising degree. Except for tendency 
to wander away from crown of road, 
steering is unperturbed by surface varia- 
tions or wind gusts. Cornering is positive 
with very little lean. Firm springing 
smooths out dips in old Hornet tradition. 
Car, heavily loaded during travel phase of 
test, bottomed only on a pot-holed stretch 
of U.S. 40 in Utah that would have dis- 
mayed a Jeep. Word of warning to owners 
of early production Hornets: After rough 
stretch which bottoms rear suspension, 
check brake line running along top right- 
hand side of axle housing. This can be 
damaged by contact with exhaust pipe. 
Cure is simple rerouting of line below 
crown of axle housing. 


WHAT THE CAR IS LIKE 
TO LIVE WITH 


Riding in the front seat: Passenger 
found ideal position with seat back in 
second notch. This keeps you upright 
enough to watch scenery, but, as ad says, 
in airliner luxury and comfort. Neither 
cover blurbs nor kudos in text can ade- 
quately express our approval (comfort- 
wise) of Nash-Hudson interiors. Com- 
pletely usable at all times and under all 
conditions. New for Hudsons is attractive 
(though skimpy ) vinyl-covered, non-glare 
crashpad on dash. 


Riding in the rear seat: Headroom, leg- 
room, elbowroom and any-other-dimen- 
sion room is adequate. Passengers will ap- 
preciate ultra-wide folding armrest, if you 
buy a Custom model. Nothing driver can 
safely do will cause discomfort to rear- 
seat passengers. 


ECONOMY AND EASE OF 
MAINTENANCE 


Fuel economy: Car will win neither 


TEST CAR AT A GLANCE 


Hudson Hornet V8 
(General specifications on page 54) 


ACCELERATION 
(In seconds, checked with 5th wheel and 
electric speedometer.) 

Standing start 4-mile fi 18.5 


mph 47 
0-60 mph 12.1 
10-30 mph 3.9 
30-50 mph 6.0 
50-80 mph 15.1 


SPEEDOMETER ERROR 
(Checked with 5th wheel and electric speed- 


ometer.) 
Car speedometer read 34 @ true 30 mph 


51 true 45 mph 
67 true 60 mph 
84 true 75 mph 






booby nor lst prize in its class. It m 
be remembered that V8 is 320 cubi¢ 
inches, bored-down version of biggest ig 
industry. We kept reasonably accurate 
“tank” check during our 5000-mile cross. 
country trip, and ended up with 13.6 mpg 
average. We took full advantage of every 
speed limit, and where there were none 
we took full advantage of car. Our te 
shows that if the ultraconservative drive 
averages a steady 45 mph he can boo 
fuel economy to slightly over 17 mp 
which isn’t bad. 
















Is car well put together? Patented “Uni 
Construction” eliminates frame as such) 
and resulting structure has tank-like stiff 
ness. Should be ideal for rural owne 
Even after passing through well-publicized 
Texas dust storms, luggage and passengerg 
stayed relatively fresh and clean, which 
is testimony to fit and sealing of bod 
parts. Quality of workmanship on test ¢ 
subject to criticism, but this varies fron 
car to car of any make (especially a 
new models) and its few faults would b 
corrected by reliable dealer within the war 
ranty period. 




















How did it hold up? Seldom have w 
put this much mileage on a test car and 
found it free from rattles and squeaks. 
Basic car required no upkeep whatsoever 









during extended test mileage. Maintenance r 
ordered by us was all covered under nor- A’. 
mal warranty, with exception of immedi- 
ate need for tire balance. You can count 0 
on this with any car equipped with tube- e 
less tires, as soon as your break-in sched- . rn 
ule allows you to exceed 50 mph. 1955 or r 
skins supplied to the factory are frankly Pack | 
and chronically out-of-round by as much " ° 
as & inch, and you'll feel it. Pe 
WI 
Servicing: V8 engine fits snugly, but thous. 
not inaccessibly in A-M body shell. All +i 
accessories except starter can be reached - 
over fender. We never once had to ex- J™ ° 
plain to service station attendants how they oe 
should (Continued on page 54) | 
the dr 
produ 
owner 
4 time 
might 
Yo 
make, 
transp 
or lux 
get sp 
that di 
FUEL CONSUMPTION Bet se 
(In miles per gallon; checked with fuel flow- fof fun 
meter, 5th wheel, and electric speedometer. 
Mobilgas Special used.) pat sales 
teady 30 mph 18.0 
Steady 45 mph 17.2 wagen 
2 60 mph 15.3 Wt 
teady 75 mph 12.1 
Stop-and-go driving sefore 
over measured course 10.9 | Has tl 
Tank average for 5028 miles 13.6 set ill 
STOPPING DISTANCE : he 
(To the nearest foot; checked with electrically that 1c 
actuated detonator.) ing of 
30 mph 399 «ff. ‘ 
45 mph 75 |it wit! 
60 mph 150 whole 



























T FIRST of interest only to those who (others said) were 

“always trying to be different,” foreign cars have set up 
permanent residence in the most conservative of driveways. 
Without threatening in any way the increasingly secure position 
of the Big 3, they have moved in to some extent on the inde- 
pendents. The 25,000-or-so new foreign cars registered in the 
U.S. last year represent roughly 74 as many sales as Hudson or 
Packard rang up, and nearly 14 as many as Studebaker (the top 
independent seller in 54). 

Why a foreign car? The reasons bring smiles to the faces of 
thousands of satisfied import-drivers every day. They have 
recaptured the feeling of being close to efficient, smoothly func- 
tioning machinery that doesn’t mind making itself heard. They 
tun their hands sensuously over hand-polished wood panels, 
painstakingly stitched leather upholstery, fitted toolboxes that 
look like jewel cases. They flick their wrists to turn faster than 
the driver of even the most completely power-equipped Detroit 
product. They fill their tanks for a couple of dollars. On curves, 
owners of the smaller ones sometimes zip away from cars with 
4 times as much horsepower. Foreign-car buyers drive cars that 
might have been designed specifically for them. 

You can pay less for a new foreign car than for any domestic 
make, or you can pay many times more. You can get stern 
transportation, hard on the spine but easy on the pocketbook, 
or luxury unconfined that has just the reverse effect. You can 
get sports cars that add new meaning to that overworked term, 
that demand as much attention as hunting a tiger. And you can 
get seemingly incongruous combinations of comfort and utility, 
of fun and money saving, in the cars that account for the largest 
sales among the imports: MG, Austin, Hillman, Jaguar, Volks- 
wagen, the English Fords. 

When you decide you want one, drive it long and carefully 
fore you decide. Can you see out? Can other drivers see you? 
Has the car—if it’s an economy job—so little power that you'll 
get ill-bred honks at every green light? Or has it so much engine 
that long traffic delays will find you vibrating and possibly blow- 
ing off actual steam? Will it go in your garage? Can you drive 
it without getting specially dressed for the occasion? Can your 
whole family ride in comfort? Will the car’s tread, if narrower 








They come in all sizes, with 
all kinds of performance. 
They cost anywhere from 
$1,200 to *19,000 here in 
the U.S. Here is the infor- 
mation you'll need when 
you buy one. 


than that of a home-grown auto, allow it on a grease rack? Is 
it so beautifully low-slung that you may actually get stuck? 
(See page 34 for road clearance figures. ) 

If you're like many of MT’s readers, you prefer to live or 
work near a mechanic who understands your car, and you have 
him handle repairs and all but minor servicing for you. If you 
won't be working on it yourself, be sure there’s someone clos 
by who can maintain your new foreign car. 

Can you get parts on short notice? Call up a local dealer and 
ask him if he has a particular rear fender (or fuel pump, or 
clutch) in stock, and if not, where he will have to send for it. 
You might also ask him the price, and compare it with the fee 
on other cars, foreign and domestic. Consider, then, gasoline 
costs—a top reason for buying a foreign car—and their place 
in overall running costs. When MT last tested 7 of the more 
economical imports (Oct. 53) we averaged 31.7 miles per gal- 
lon. At 30 cents a gallon, regular-grade gas would have cost us 
$93.69 for a 10,000-mile stint. Compare this, say, with a ‘54 
Plymouth 6 with overdrive, whose 16.5 mpg tank average 
would have brought its yearly gas bill up to $179.88. A useful 
chunk of cash, that $86! 

Any reputable insurance company will give you comparative 
rates on different cars, and local banks will tell you whether 
they require higher down payments, shorter contracts, or differ- 
ent interest .rates on imports. Check license fees with your 
state’s motor vehicle department. 

Depreciation is hardly more difficult to determine, but it’s 
sadder: with the sole exception of the Volkswagen, whose re- 
sale value (in percentage form) is even higher than many U.S. 
cars, the owner who goes to trade-in his immigrant car is going 
to take a beating. 

In the pages that follow, we have covered only those makes 
that have at least one distributor in this country (some have 
several ). And within these makes, we have listed only the mod- 
els customarily imported. You'll see others from time to time; 
you can get them on special order (they aren't necessarily 
connoisseurs’ machines). If the following descriptions intrigue 
you, you'll find specifications on page 34, prices and distributors 
starting on page 56. 
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ALFA ROMEO Purely 


Italian, irre- 
proachable in design, intended for fast, 
furious driving in civilized comfort: 
that’s Alfa’s tiny Giulietta (Juliet). 
From 79 cubic inches (within new in- 
ternational under-1300 cc class) the lit- 
tle 4-cylinder “square” engine, aided by 
twin overhead cams, develops 65 hp and 
gets up to 100 mph in a hurry. Huge 
brakes have helical cooling fins; you can 
hit them along with accelerator if that’s 
your fancy. Cornering is competition-flat 
—and ride is extra smooth for small car. 
Surprising to find column shift in this 
car, but it works well in fast company; 


ARNOLT-BRISTOL Three nations con- 


tributed to design: S. H. Arnolt of In- 
diana planned it to win in 2-liter, 2-seat- 
er sports-car group (which it did at 
Sebring, 1 and 2 in Class E); Bristol 
(bombers) of England builds chassis and 
engine, and Italy's Bertone turns out 
semi-dream-car body, with some influ- 
ence from his B.A.T. 5 (MT, Aug. '54). 
Stripped version for competition (no top, 
plastic windshield), deluxe model suit- 
able also for daily driving. Good ex- 
ample of British emphasis on fit and 
finish instead of sheer size: engine is 
long-stroke, ohv 6 with aluminum heads, 


AUSTIN, AUSTIN-HEALEY One of 


largest imported-car setups (9 distribu- 
tors, 273 dealers) in U.S. A40 line re- 
tains only convertible with older styling, 
novel 3-position top. Cambridge A5O 4- 
door replaces A40 (introduced in U.S. in 
1947); its engine has 20 per cent horse- 
power increase from larger displacement 
(up 20 inches). A5O is more luxurious 
(one of few imported cars with U.S.- 
type locked glove compartment and other 
details, plus British novelties like separate 
spare-tire compartment, adjustable semi- 
bucket seats), roomier (with step-down 
design, unit construction ), still retains ex- 


CITROEN Company has long record of 


wise engineering innovations. 2CYV: 
By all odds the freshest concept in mo- 
toring, car has risen (in France) from 
butt of jokes to most-wanted car. Pain- 
fully ugly but appealing, it’s nearly 
free from any compound curves, is full 
of tricks: fabric top rolls back, doors 
slide off hinges, rubber-band seats come 
out for picnic use, front fender can be 
replaced with new one in a minute flat 
(sheet-metal repairs on 2CV cost more 
than replacements in most cases). Air- 
cooled, 2-cylinder engine sits forward of 
front wheels, with oil cooler above, in- 


even more surprising is fact that Julie 
will pull away from 10 mph in high with 
no bucking. Coupe body has stretching 
room for 2, cramming room for 2 mor 
or for luggage. Entire rear of “fastback” 
body, including window, swings aside 
for access to spare tire and tools. Ber 
tone and Ghia do this one together, 
Bertone being responsible for metalwork 
(along more conventional lines than 
Arnolt-Bristol, below) and Ghia, of 
custom Chrysler fame, for impeccable 
paintwork and interior. For the enthu 
siast who likes his (or her) comfor, 
appreciates perfection in small package. 


polished hemispherical combustion cham- 
bers (9 to 1 ratio), puts out 130 hp at 
howling 5500 rpm. Automatic chassis 
lubrication from foot pedal. Independent 
suspension: transverse spring front, tor 
sion bars rear. Aerodynamic lines weitd 
at first, then beautiful. No excess orna 
ments, big scoops for aircleaner and 
brakes. High, cutaway fenders curve 
around cockpit, lend stability at speed. 
Top detailing: recessed parking and back- 
up lights, headlights in radiator grille, 
pushbutton doors, toolkit with inspection 
light. For the sportsman who wants vety 
latest car, with styling others will copy. 


ceptional fuel economy of A40. For buyers 
looking tor 2nd (or Ist) car having many 
domestic features. A30 is much smaller, 
underpowered but amazingly economical, 
offered as cheapest imported car ($1095). 
Austin-Healey 100: Our initial report 
(Nov. 53 MT) on this car still holds: 
“It’s really that good!” Tho compact, it 
features comfort. details (bucket seats, 
good legroom for over-6-footers, ade- 
quate storage room). For competition- 
minded, 1008S offers 42 more horsepower 
(132 total), 4-forward-speed gearbox 
(instead of 3 with overdrive), disc 
brakes, is lighter by 300 pounds. 


board brakes behind. Gearbox is just 
behind differential, has 4 speeds includ- 
ing overdrive. Automatic clutch. Torsion 
bars and big shock absorbers at each 
wheel, plus connecting rods to prepare 
rear wheels when front ones go ovet 
bump, give outstanding ride. For lovers of 
ingenuity, rock-bottom economy. Fort 
driving impression, see ‘Driving 
Around” in next month’s MT. 11 Light 
and 11 Large: Looking just as they did 
in mid-Thirties, larger models have wa- 
ter-cooled 4-cylinder engines, front drive. 
For those who demand mainly all-around 
economy, roadworthiness, dependability. 
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DKW Last summer we found Germany’s 
DKW Sonderklasse to be a “small won- 





der” (see “Driving Around,” June '54 
MT). Four body styles including a con- 
vertible, coupe, sedan, and a. station 
wagon are offered. Its tiny 2-stroke, 3- 
glinder, 34-hp engine, mounted forward 
of front axle, packs more power than 
expected from such a small powerplant, 
and it’s capable of cruising car at 70 
mph with 4 passengers (except for 2- 
seater convertible). Engine has only 7 
moving parts, has no valves, and uses fuel- 
lubricant of oil and gas poured into one 
filler neck. Every other stroke is a power 


DORETTI More than just a snob-type 
TR-2 (it uses the same engine), the 
Doretti 2-seater sports car was a new- 
comer in imported-car market in 1954. 
It features neat leather upholstery, dash 
crashpads of foam rubber with laced-on 
leather which continues over door tops. 
Higher doors than TR-2 eliminate wind 
whipping around your back. Steel and 
aluminum body comes with all-weather 
equipment (side curtains, tonneau cov- 
er). Windshield is detachable; has pro- 
vision for fitting aero-type screens for 
competition-minded. Luggage compart- 
ment almost completely filled with spare 


FIAT Descendant of little-but-tough 1100s 
that have spread all over Europe since 
introduction in 1937, new series began 
in ‘53. The 1100TV, only model im- 
ported, is deluxe 4-door, will do 80 mph 
or give exceptional economy. Engineer- 
ing features not radical, instead show 
gradual evolution of long-stroke, ohv 4 
and adaptation to fenderless, boxy body 
integral with frame. Frankly intended 
for only 4 passengers, car provides com- 
fort, high-quality trim, 2-toned bright 
colors and chrome as on U.S. cars, gives 
satisfactory compromise between sports 
models and dullish but practical feel of 


FORD Only modern English Fords now 
come over to U.S. Anglia and Prefect: 
2-door and 4-door version, respectively, 
of same basic car with flathead 4, 3-speed 
floor-shift gearbox, unit body-frame and 
high-mounted independent front suspen- 
sion (as on Consul and Zephyr). In- 
corporates useful around-town details 
like hydraulic clutch, wide parcel shelf 
in front, bucket seats with foam padding. 
For economy in town use, only rare 
highway driving. See “Driving Around,” 
March ’55 MT (Anglia), May ’55 (Pre- 
fect). Consul is basically unchanged 
since introduction in ’51, now comes in 
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stroke; car is smooth except when idling, 
when it gives impression of being out 
of tune, but you soon get used to 2- 
cycle sound. Being a front-wheel drive 
with sloping hood, car is amazingly easy 
to drive and park. Its floating axle is 
credited with counteracting centrifugal 
forces on sharp corners. Well-propor- 
tioned for so small a car (wheelbase 
only 92 inches), it seats 2 people in 
bucket seats, 2 in rear. Instruments direct- 
ly in front of driver. Tho slightly more 
expensive than comparable imported cars, 
would make good car, especially if pleas- 


ure is desired along with economy. 
SONDERKLASSE 


tire, leaving room only for odds and 
ends such as camera case, side curtains. 
However. fitted luggage case on shelf 
behind seats is large enough for change 
of clothes. Instruments and controls, 
mounted symmetrically in center of dash, 
are easy enough to read except for speed- 
ometer, which is in front of passenger 
rather than driver. Laminated-wood and 
punched-aluminum steering wheel adds 
to racing appearance. Frame consists of 
tubular steel, is about 100 pounds light- 
er than TR-2 unit. For engine com- 
ments, see TR-2, page 33. For those 
who want a truly individual sports car. 

DORETTI 


many European cars not sold here. Plastic 
deflectors on front doors make rear seat 
draft-free. Odd horizontal  spare-tire 
mount makes best use of trunk. Front- 
opening doors undesirable (may catch 
wind, cause accident). Independent front 
suspension with angled coils and integral 
shock absorbers, hypoid rear axle. All 
seats between axles. Counterbalanced 
crankshaft effective against vibration. 
With expanded dealer coverage, could 
compete equally with VW, Austin, Ford. 
For those who want small, tough car with 
dash of smartness, but do not fear lack 
of service facilities. 





FIAT 1100TV 


de-ville-type convertible as well as 4- 
door sedan. Both have short-stroke, ohv 
4 with new higher-compression heads 
(7.5 to 1). Plastic interior washable, very 
long-wearing. For excellent economy 
with more room than Anglia or Prefect; 
satisfactory for leisurely trips. Zephyr 
uses same bodies as Consul with deluxe 
interior, oversquare ohv 6 also with 
more power (now 71 -hp), handles 
heavier. For those who wish U.S. build- 
ers would make smaller car. Zephyr 
Zodiac is fancy 4-door, 2-tone Zephyr 
with foglights, heater. For those who 
want a miniature custom, 
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HILLMAN MINX 
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LANCIA SPYDER 






MERCEDES-BENZ 180 
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LANCIA 


HILLMAN One of the least foreign- 


looking of imports, Hillman owes popu- 
larity primarily to clean good looks. 
Husky: new short-chassis, low-priced, Lil- 
liputian station wagon with flat-folding 
back seat; can haul 4 passengers plus 
250 pounds baggage, or 2 passengers and 
\4-ton load. Uses older-type L-head en- 
gine with only 39 hp, has light (under 
2000 pounds) unit body-frame. Floor 
shift with 4 speeds. For economy in 
small double-duty car where speed is 
unessential. Minx: Evolution has given 
it almost Italian look with handsome 
grille, bigger trunk. Models include 4- 


Jaguar Cars, Ltd., offers 2 
lines for 1955. Mark VII M sedan is 
outstanding example of British design and 
good workmanship. You'll find soft leath- 
er, polished walnut, and a multiplicity 
of little surprises (deep map pocket and 
fitted tool case in doors, sliding roof, 
special security locks on rear doors for 
child safety, 2 glove compartments with 
locks, etc.). Large luggage space, 2 gas 
tanks, slots for easy jacking make this 
5-passenger car desirable for the indi- 
vidualist-type car buyer who wants high 
performance with his comfort. XK-140 
models include roadster, convertible, new 


Just announced, a 2-passen- 
ger, high-speed Lancia Spyder sports 
car is to be marketed exclusively in the 
United States. Frankly designed for the 
“advanced” enthusiast, the car has- fea- 
tures unavailable in lower-priced sports 
cars. Outstanding is de Dion rear end 
incorporating transmission, clutch, differ- 
ential, and brakes—all in one unit at 
rear axle; result is competition-style 
braking and roadholding. Engine is un- 
usual V6, 153-cubic-inch, dual-exhaust 
powerplant of exceptional smoothness, 
capable of smooth 115 mph. Wrap- 
around windshield and wide back win- 


MERCEDES-BENZ Lowest-priced “Merc,” 


imported, 180, has 4-cylinder L-head 
precision engine, handsome squared-off 
4-door sedan body (unit with frame), 
rear swing axles. Interior not showy, of 
top quality. Sliding roof, reclining seats 
optional. For those who want quality 
more than power. 180D is same car 
but with diesel mill that runs roughly 
but practically forever without overhaul; 
very high mpg. 220: Sedan has same 
lines as 180, but is larger, with small, 
short-stroke, ohc 6, more luxurious in- 
terior. Coupe, convertible retain tradi- 
tional lines. For those who need more 
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door sedan, convertible, hardtop, and 2. 
door wagon (larger than Husky); first } 
now powered by new ohv engine with 
square bore and stroke, promising longer 
life between overhauls and with 5 mor 
hp than in '54 (now 47); wagon te 
tains L-head engine but with 3 mor 
hp than Husky; Steering-column shift 
with 4 speeds awkward for many drivers. 
Prime appeal is to those for whom small 
size and low power (by domestic stand 
ards) are quite adequate, but who want 
attractive, well-finished car that doesn't 
suggest austerity. Excellent Rootes Group 
servicing in metropolitan centers. 


coupe which incorporates same rear seat 
accommodations (for children or emer 
gency adult use only) as convertible 
High-lift cams, new valve porting have 
upped hp on all models (now 190). Op 
tional “C” head, which raises output to 
210, can be had on any new Jaguar but 
the Mark VII. No-creep Borg-Warner au- 
tomatic transmission can be had on any 
except roadster. Top-rating Laycock-de- 
Normanville overdrive, which you cao 
snap in or out with a toggle switch, 
available on all. For the sports-car or 
family-car buyer in the over-$3400 brack- 
et (see “Driving Around,” Feb. 55 MT). 


dow give good visibility. Top disappeat¥ 
fully to give car rakish and low-slung 
look. Wide (25 inches) bucket seats. 
Heater and defroster are standard equip- 
ment; heavy-duty bumpers protect light 
weight aluminum body. The Spyder has 
already enjoyed several successes in the 
racing field; it was Ist, 2nd, and 3rd in 
the 1953 Mexican Road Race, Ist in 
Mille Miglia in 1954. Built by one of 
Italy's oldest motor car companies, the 
Lancia Spyder may find favor among 
elite few. Gran Turismo 2500 is less 
theatrical, similarly engineered 2-passen- 
ger coupe; gets there fast in more comfort. 


room and power than in 180. 190SL: 
Slick open sports car with hot ohv 4 en- 
gine, standard and optional equipment 
for touring in real luxury. For those who 
want more than an “ordinary” sports 
car. 300: Luxury 6-passenger sedan ot 
convertible sedan. Auxiliary rear springs 
can be cut in for varying loads. 3008: 
2-passenger convertible version of same 
car, with similar quality. For those who 
put workmanship and comfort above all 
other features. 300SL: Aerodynamic 
coupe with top-opening doors, inclined, 
ohc 6 with fuel injection. For those who 
want the fantastic best. 
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MG Certainly the best-known and best- 
loved sports car in the U.S. and quite 
possibly in the entire world, the MG 
roadster has, in latest TF-1500 form, 
a right to renewed attention. With mod- 
ernized but still classic lines, and interior 
that belies its modest price, plus the 
vastly improved engine, it has all the 
appeal of earlier models plus the ability 
to keep up with most U.S. and more- 
expensive imported cars in all situations. 
Along with increased performance, gas 
mileage is up. Not a car to run month 
in, month out with no tinkering; it likes 
an interested wrench-wielder just as it 


MORGAN Plus Four model comes in 
either 2- or 4-seater, roadster or con- 
vertible. Now equipped with the proven 
90-hp Triumph TR-2 engine (the Van- 
guard 68-hp engine is available on order 
only). Morgan is small, compact, one of 
few remaining adherents to its vintage 
type of body styling. Wood still used in 
construction. On 2-seater models, 2 ex- 
posed spare tires maintain traditional 
appearance. Essentially the same car, 4- 
passenger model has been lengthened 
to provide extra room for seats. Convert- 
ibles are fitted with detachable sliding 
side windows. Open cars have wind- 


MORRIS = This sturdy midget (only the 
Minor comes to the U.S.) has a high 
reputation for durability and compe- 
tent roadholding (due mainly to inde- 
pendent, torsion-sprung front wheels). 
All 4 Minor body styles (2-door and 
4-door sedans, convertible tourer, station 
wagon) have much-improved ohv en- 
gine. Its 49-cubic-inch capacity still makes 
it difficult to keep up with U.S. traffic 
in many spots (Minor drivers some- 
times leave same traffic behind on curv- 
ing roads). Passenger cars have unit 
body-frames, station wagon using this 
construction only on front portion, with 


PANHARD The fact that a 2-cylinder 
sedan sells for over $2000 seems strange 
only before investigating other features 
of the Dyna, one of the few contempo- 
tary cars with a real look into the future. 
To begin with, entire body and chassis, 
plus almost all the engine, are alumi- 
num, resulting in total weight (this is 
a 6-passenger sedan) of 1400 pounds. 
Air-cooled flat twin engine has fair 
claim to being world’s most efficient: its 
output of 42 hp comes from only 52 
cubic inches displacement. Six bolts at- 
tach the entire front assembly (engine, 
front drive, clutch, steering, gearbox) 
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does a driver who will demand the most 
from it. For the new sports-car enthusi- 
ast with a limited budget, and/or the 
one who demands a good buy. Magnette: 
An Italian-look sedan, pleasant in town 
or country driving for a maximum of 4 
passengers. Traditional British wood, 
leather, and carpet trim. Sports feel de- 
rives more from handling and low-slung 
riding position than from unremarkable 
performance figures. Excellent service 
available from BMC dealer setup. Arnolt- 
MG in 2 body styles designed by Bertone 
—a coupe and a convertible—now avail- 
able; uses MG-TD chassis and engine. 


shields that may be folded flat. Small 
luggage space behind seats on 2-seaters 
could be used as a seat for one teen- 
ager or for 2 pre-school children. Side- 
members of chassis are deep Z-shape, 
arranged to permit a low floor, giving 
adequate legroom. Front suspension is 
independent with leaf springs, rear is on 
rigid axle with leaf springs. Chassis lu- 
brication by foot pedal. Morgan line 
now more desirable than in past because 
of increased power, giving greater ac- 
celeration and top speed, will be popular 
for family man who needs room for chil- 
dren and likes styling, price. 


rear of wood. Austerity is evident in 
these very simple transportation cars to 
larger extent than in most imports. Four- 
speed transmission with floor shift; in- 
stant-acting handbrake lies flat on floor 
between bucket-type front seats. Rack- 
and-pinion steering is light but unusual- 
ly positive. Tall drivers should check 
whether top of windshield and corner- 
posts tends to limit vision. Time-con- 
trolled direction signals are irritating in 
long traffic waits. Construction of con- 
vertible unusually sturdy for size of car. 
Good BMC service available. For excel- 
lent economy with general practicality. 


and a loan unit can be borrowed while 
yours is getting repaired. Fuel economy 
might be expected to be around 34 mpg, 
but top speed of 80 is a surprise and 
makes the car more adaptable to our 
roads than most small imports. Gear- 
box’s 4th speed is overdrive; 3rd is 
direct. Plastic and nylon covers entirely 
washable interior. In overdrive you can 
rush along at 70 with piston speeds still 
well below critical at 2300 feet per min- 
ute. If the French and Italians would 
really try to sell cars like this, they might 
see more of those dollars. For the epi- 
curean with an eye to efficiency. 
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PORSCHE Greatest news for those who 
have long admired Porsches from afar is 
announcement of new Speedster at 
$2995. Though with simplified details 
(no windows, plain cloth top) finish of 
this model is typical Porsche, showing 
precise handwork but retaining not a 
whiff of the past. Performance from air- 
cooled, rear-mounted flat 4 aided by un- 
excelled smoothness of ring synchromesh 
on 4-speed box (it’s easy as a loose shift 
in an old car, but positive). Big brakes 
superb. Torsion bars all around. Avail- 

able with Super engine (8.2 to 1 com- 

tt pression ratio instead of 7 to 1) for more 


PORSCHE 
























































RENAULT Ao early import to this 
country after World War II, and one 
that hasn’t received half the interest it 
deserves, is the rear-engined 4CV sedan. 
Now available with top of solid steel, 
sliding steel, or fabric, it shows gradual 
improvement along with easy driving and 
excellent ride, which it had from the 
start. A fairly conventional ohv, long- 
stroke powerplant has replaceable liners, 
sits longitudinally behind its radiator, 
which is just back of rear seat. Coils 
suspend all 4 independent wheels; with 
the 3-speed gearbox at rear also, the floor 
is flat and contains little besides linkage 


RILEY One of oldest British car builders, 
Riley offers its Pathfinder sedan as 
its only model for U.S. import. In the 
BMC clan, Riley is more luxurious, both 
in appointments and price ($3970), than 
many imports. Its all-steel body (some- 
what similar in appearance to MG's Mag- 
nette), is large enough for 6 passengers, 
features either bucket-type or bench-type 
(optional) adjustable front seats. Its 3- 
passenger rear seat has a center armrest; 
ring-type pulls are on front doors. Pol- 
ished wood dash panel with easy-reading 
instruments mounted directly in front of 
driver, deeply cushioned seats. Large glove 


wes 





ROVER Deserving of its title, “the poor 
man’s Rolls-Royce” (except that his pov- 
erty might be questioned ), Rover 90 has 
as many novel features as any car. Of F- 
head design—that is, overhead intake 
and side exhaust valves, which design it 
also shares with Rolls-Royce—the 6-cyl- 
inder powerplant puts out only a modest 
90 hp but relies on chromed cylinder 
bores, rubber-mounted harmonic damper 
on the nickel-chrome steel crankshaft, 
and such features to insure long life. All 
chassis lubrication has been eliminated 
except at 4 points; these require it 
each 3000 miles. Ride not too smooth, 
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speed, less gas mileage. For real ep. 
thusiasts or just good drivers; an excel. 
lent buy. Continental Porsche model 
come in coupe or convertible form and 
with either engine; their chief advan. 
tage is more weather protection, reclin. 
ing seats, thoughtful interior details 
rear-seat room, as in Speedster, severely 
limited. These are for those wanting com. 
fort with their performance. Spyder. 
Holder of 1st, 2nd, 4th, and Sth spor 
in its class in Mexico, this should interes 
those out for competition wins. Servic 
available in less places than for some im. 
ports, but of high quality. 


from the stubby American-patterned 
floor lever and built-in heater ducts. You 
can close a radiator shutter by remote 
control when it gets chilly. Trunk space 
under the front hood is limited. Sup- 


visors, 2 interior lights, direction signal,§ 


adjustable seat with room for long leg 
are standard. Difficult to understand why 
Renault factory (now nationalized) has 
failed to plug this desirable, constantly 
improved model in the U.S. Steps now 
being taken to rectify situation. Large 
amount of car for so low a price. For 
those seeking bargain (unless they need 
big-car-type performance). 


compartment, with lid that forms a use 
ful shelf for map reading, is on pas 
senger's side; at night, a light illuminates 
shelf from above. Pressed rail chassis 
features independent front suspension 
with torsion springing. Two torque arms 
control movement of rear axle. Twin 
side-cam, 4-cylinder engine has enough 
power (102 hp) to give adequate per- 
formance; it’s unique also in having one 
of longest piston strokes in world today 
(4.7 inches) and hemispherical combus- 
tion chambers. For buyers who demand 
something different, yet want basic com- 
fort of U.S. cars. 


but free from bounding. Interior genuine 
leather with real walnut panels, thick 
carpets, center armrests front and reat, 
adjustable door armrests, fitted rubber 
lined tool tray under dash. Novel floor 
gearshift mounted far forward to allow 
tor 3rd front passenger; free-wheel (use 
optional) on 4-speed box. Engine com 
partment handsome in polished alum 
num and black enamel. Service facilities 
handled thru extensive Rootes Group 
dealers in U.S. Modest-looking car ia 








general (until. you look closely at dé 
tails). For people who appreciate solid 
virtues, dislike ostentation. 
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SIMCA Plans call for importing of 
Aronde model in 4 body types: 4-door 
sedan, hardtop convertible, Chatelaine 
station wagon, and sport coupe. All mod- 
els except sport coupe are powered by 
45-hp, 4-cylinder engine which Crives 
a 4-speed gearbox. Chassis has independ- 
ent front suspension with coil springing. 
Deluxe 4-dr sedan: Has 2-tone upholstery 
with dashboard painted to match, spe- 
cial theft-proof lock on gearshift. Suitable 
as lst or 2nd family car. Hardtop: Has 
features of U.S. counterpart, including 
complete panoramic vision (no central 
window frames or vertical supports in 


SUNBEAM Dropping the name Talbot 
from its medallion, Sunbeam has made 
various changes in its 3 handsome cars. 
Alpine roadster shows least changes, hav- 
ing more than satisfactory competition 
record—it holds -an Alpine Gold Cup, 
2nd ever awarded—but belonging, MT 
thinks, in touring instead of sports cate- 
gory (“Driving Around,” MT, Feb. 54). 
High doors, deeply upholstered form-fit- 
ting seats, permanent windwings give 
passenger and driver breezes but no 
blasts with top down. Engine is 80 hp, 
ohv 4; 4-speed gearbox has instant-action 
Laycock-de Normanville overdrive. Col- 


TRIUMPH = The TR-2 2-passenger sports 
car is only Triumph Motor Co. car 
now being imported into U.S. Its 4- 
cylinder, 90-hp engine (also used in 
other imported cars: Morgan, Doretti) 
has a compression ratio of 8.5 to l, 
drives a 4-speed gearbox. Its capable pow- 
erplant makes it one of most desirable 
cars in sports car field. In “Driving 
Around,” May ’54 MT, we reported its 
performance with considerable enthu- 
siasm; currently it is being raced with 
success, and in racing trim on famed 
Belgian Jabbeke Highway it was timed 
at 124 mph. The all-steel body comes 


shot in a 
short time to the top of the imported- 
car sales lists, the familiar VW is worth 
a close look. Only deluxe 2-door sedan 
comes to the U.S., but there are solid- 
top, sliding-canvas-top, and convertible 
varieties. With an air-cooled, 30-hp 
flat 4 in its “trunk,” and one of the 
best 4-speed synchromesh gearboxes in 
any car, the VW manages to keep up 
with heavier, more powerful cars in most 
spots. Top speed now 68 mph. Interiors 
are odd-smelling, durable plastic with 
most screws concealed, workmanship ex- 
pected of much more expensive car. Easy, 































rear window), completely retractable 
rear-quarter windows. For the sportier 
minded. Town & Country Chatelaine 
station wagon has large space for shop- 
ping, camping, fishing, or hunting 
equipment with access thru wide, vertical- 
opening doors. For the country-living 
family or others who need economical 
lst cost as well as low operating costs 
in a utility car. Sport coupe: Its greater 
horsepower (tho not enough to make 
it perform as well as some imported 
cars in same price class), compactness, 
appearance make it desirable to those not 
demanding sports-car performance. 


umn shift is typical “soft” British type, 
is too near panel. Has tachometer, other 
sports-car equipment, but is heavy (3350 
pounds with 2 people and luggage). For 
those who want semi-dignified, sporty 
car. Mark III Sunbeam comes in 4- 
passenger convertible or sedan, both 
with much sports-car flavor. Convertible 
has British 3-position folding top; sedan 
is unusual with room comparable to 4- 
door club coupe, but far back on chassis 
behind long, classic hood. Sliding metal 
roof. Overdrive new this year; engine 
similar to Alpine’s. For those who want 
virtues of sports car and family car in one. 


with all-weather equipment. Windshield 
is detachable with provision for fitting 
of aero-type screens. Adjustable - seats 
are bucket-type, allow adequate legroom. 
Instruments, grouped neatly on dash, are 
simple, legible; speedometer and _ tach, 
positioned directly in front of driver, 
are 5 inches in diameter. Glove compatt- 
ment is enclosed, provided with lock. 
Spare wheel is housed in separate com- 
partment below trunk floor. Optional 
extras include electrically operated over- 
drive, fitted luggage case, telescopic steer- 
ing, plastic hardtop, tools. For enthusiasts 
who want everyday comfort, economy. 


positive steering takes some getting-used- 
to due to oversteer. Phenomenal econ- 
omy in daily running: over 40 mpg on 
short trips is usual. All-torsion springing 
now strengthened. Vision not up to cur- 
rent standards; has 3 or 4 blind spots. 
Built-in heater uses heat drawn from 
engine by blower. For a lot of people: 
gives near-sports feel, comfort, high 
quality, economy, practical innovations. 
Heavier Microbus uses same engine, has 
high, wide compartment for 9 people or 
much cargo. Deluxe version has roll- 
back roof. For use as station wagon 
where little power needed, 


TRIUMPH 
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AC Ace... ” ....++-| Great Britain 61 | OC) 2.56x3.94 | 121.45 | 7.5 | 85@45 | 110@25 a 96 1680 | 14.2; 90 | 50/ 149 60 | 49; 6.0); 32 | 5.50x5 
Alfa Romeo Giuletta... . Italy | 41 | OC} 2.91x2.95 | 78.69; 8.0) 65@60 NL 4 100 | 1764 | 22.3| 94 | 50/ 1 61 51 6.8 | 33 | 6.10xi§ 
Allard Paim Beach Consul Great Britain | 4! O | 3.13x3.00 | 92.00 | 7.5 |50.5@44 | 72@20 3 85 | 1850 | 36.6, 96 | 51/| 156 58 | 51 5.0; 28 | 6.40xi 
Palm Beach Zephyr. . 61 O | 3.13x3.00 | 138.00 | 7.5 | 71@42 | 112@20 3 96 | 1950 | 27.4; 96 | 51 | 156 58 | 51 5.0!) 28 | 6.40xij 
K:3....... = 7 8V S | 3.06x3.75 | 220.51 7.1 95@. 160@ 18 3 102 | 2604 | 27.5 | 100 58 | 177 67 8.0 38 6. 25x16 
Coachbuilt “ 8V S | 3.06x3.75 | 220.51 6.12} 85@ 150@ 15 3 86 | 3248 | 38.3 112 | 59 192 71 60; 80)| 40 | 6.26x% 
ae Sw Sapphire 61 O | 3.54x3.54 | 209.54 7.0 | 125@47 | 182@20 qa 97 | 3472 | 27.6 | 114 | 58/| 193 72 | 63/| 8.0| 43 | 6.70x% 
Arnoit: ; ° 61 O | 2.60x3.78 | 120.23 | 9.0 | 130@55 | 128@50 qd 120 | 1396 13.3; 96 | 54/ 171 68 | 56; NL 33 | 5. 50xt6 
-MG... . 4l O | 2.62x3.54| 76.25 | 7.25) 54@52)| 64@26 4 NA NL NL 94 | NL; NL NL {NL} NL | NL NL 
Aston Martin DB2-4 © 61 | OC| 3.27x3.54 | 178.32 | 8.2 | 140@50 | 144@20 a 120 | 2632 | 18.7; 99 | 54/ 170 65 | 54; 7.0; 35 | 6.00x% 
Austin A30 Seven. . . 41 | O | 2.28x3.00 | 48.80) 7.2| 2@48| 40@24 4 60 | 1512 | 53.6; 80 | 45/ 136 | 55 | 59) 6.4! 35 | 5.2 
A40 Convertible... .... ’ 4 O | 2.58x3.50 | 73.17 | 7.2| 42@45| 58@24 f 73 | 2248 | 53.1 99 | 49 162 62 | 62; 7.0| 36 | 5.60xi§ 
ASO Cambridge....... bs 4l O | 2.88x3.50 | 91.46; 7.2! 580@44;| 74@21 4 75 | 2248 | 45.0); 99 | 49/| 162 62 | 62; 7.0| 36 | 5.60xi§ 
-Healey 100. 5 4l O | 3.44x4.38 | 162.20 7.5 | 90@40 | 150@ 3,0D 110 2176 | 24.2; 90 51 | 161 60 | 49 5.5 35 5. 90x15 
-Healey 100S . - 4 O | 3.44x4.38 | 162.20 | 8.3 | 132@47 | 168@25 3,0D 132 | 1888 14.3) 90 | 51) 148 60 | 42; 5.5| 35 | 5.50x§ 
Bentley Cont Aas ; e 61 F | 3.63x4.50 | 279.00 | 7.0 | 180@45 NL 4,4 117 24.0 | 120 | 59 | 207 72 | 63/ 7.0} 42 | 6.50x8 
Fe 61 F | 3.74x4.50 | 297.00 | 7.25) 160@45 NL 4,A 115 | 4100 | 25.6 | 120 | 59 | 207 63 7.0; 43 | 6.50x% 
Borgward Isabella...........| Germany 4 O | 2.95x3.33 | 91.10; 6.8)| 60@47 NL 4 NA NL NA | 102 | 54/ 173 67 | 58 | NL NL | 5.90xi 
Citroen 2CV .....| France 2H | O | 2.60x2.44 | 25.93 | 6.25) 12@35 | 19@30 a 55 | 1125 | 95.0; 93 | 50/| 149 69 | 63/ 7.5| 36 | 4.90xi 
BED cv csicces = 4 O | 3.07x3.94 | 116.57 | 65) 58@35| 90@22 3 75 | 2100 | 27.7 | 115 | 54/| 175 71 60; 7.0) 45 | 6.50xi 
"1 TE ain bg 4l O | 3.07x3.94 | 116.57| 65) 58@35| 90@ 3 72 25.2; 116 | 59 | 183 70 | 61 7.0 | 46 | 6.50xi 
DKW Sond Germany 3 O | 2.79x2.99 | 54.90; 6.5 | 34@40| 51@20 a 71 1917 | 17.4| 93 | 49 | 166 63 | 57| 7.4| 32 | 5.60xi 
Doretti.. ...| Great Britain | 41 O | 3.27x3.62 | 121.5 8.5| 90@48 NL 4,0D 100 | 1860 | 206; 95 | 48 152 61 49 | 6.0! 37 | 5.50x% 
Ferrari 250 Europa...... Italy 12? | OC| 2.68x2.68 | 181.32 8.0 | 200@63 NL 4 135 | 2536 | 12.7| 110 | 52) NL NL | 54) 7.0| 33 | 7. 10x 
375 7 12? | OC| 3.31x2.68 | -276.54 | 8.0 | 300@63 NL 4 155 | 2535 | 85/110 | 52) NL NL | 54) 7.0| 33 | 7.50xi 
Fiat 1100 TV...... MPT i is 4l O | 2.68x2.95 | 66.53; 7.5 | 49@52 NL a 84 | 1808 | 36.9; 92 | 49/| 149 57 | 57; 6.1 35 | 5.20xi 
Ford Anglia a Great Britain| 41 S | 2.50x3.64 | 71.55) 7.0 | 36@45| 52@25 3 70 | 1623 | 46.0; 87 | 48; 151 60 | 59| 7.0) 34 | 5.20xi 
Prefect. . : | . 4l S | 2.50x3.64 | 71.55) 7.0| 36@45| 52@25 3 70 | 1721 | 48.6; 87 | 48); 151 60 | 59; 7.0| 34 | 5.20x% 
; 4 O | 3.13x3.00 | 92.00 | 7.5 |50.5@44| 72@20 3 73 | 2255 | 44.4 | 100 | 50/ 165 64 | 61 66); 41 5.90x13 
Zephyr. . si etioe S 61 O | 3.13x3.00 | 138.00 | 7.5| 71@42| 112@20 3 81 2460 | 34.7 | 104 | 50 172 64 | 61 7.1 42 | 6.40x8 
wy hog ; . 61 O | 3.13x3.00 | 138.00 | 7.5 | 71@42 | 112@20 3 85 | 2522 | 36.0 | 104 | 50 172 64 | 61 7.1 42 | 6.40xi) 
Hillman Minx, Mark VIII. . e 4l S | 3.00x3.00 | 84.75 | 7.0) 43@44 N 4° 70 | 2053 | 47.8; 93 | 49 160 64 | 61 7.0) 33 | 5.60x15 
Husky.... ‘ e 4 S | 2.56x3.74| 76.96 6.63) 35@41 NL a 65 | 1858 | 53.1 84 | 49 | 146 62 | 61 65) 31 5 00x15 
Jaguar XK-140 . 61 | OC! 3.27x4.17 | 210.07 | 8.1 | 190@55 NL 4,0D,A | 120 | 2744 15.5 | 102 | 52; 176 65 | 54/ 7.2| 33 | 6.00x8 
XK-140 MC _ 61 | OC} 3.27x4.17 | 210.07 | 8.1 | 210@55 NL 0) 135 | 2744 13.0 | 102 | 52/| 176 65 | 54) 7.2| 33 | 6.00xi6 
Mark Vil : . 61 | OC) 3.27x4.17 | 210.07 | 8.1 | 190@55 NL 4,0D,A | 115 | 3806 | 20.1 | 120 | 58| 197 73 | 63) 7.5 | 36 | 6.70xt8 
Lancia Aurelia G.T. 2500 Italy 6V O | 3.07x3.37 | 149.51 8.0 | 118@50 | 134@35 a 112 | 2545 | 14.0 | 104 | 61 172 61 54 6.0; 33 6 50x15 
i ; - 6V O | 3.07x3.37 | 149.51 8.0 | 118@50 | 134@35 4 115 NL NA | 104 | NL| NL NL | NL| NL NL NL 
Maserati S$ /2000 3 61 | OC! 3.01x2.83 | 121.27 | 8.75) 176@68 NL q 142 | 1540; 88) 91 53 | NL NL | 36; 4.9 NL | 6.00xi6 
Mercedes-Benz 180......... Germany 4l S | 2.95x3.94 | 107.80 | 6.7 | 58@40| 82@18 aq 2535 | 43.6 | 105 | 57 | 176 69 | 64| 8.0| 37 | 6.40x1 
a . 41 | OC} 2.95x3.94 | 107.80 | 19.0 | 40@32 NL 4 62 | 2645 | 65.8 | 105 | 57) 176 69 | 64| 8.0| 37 | 6.40xi3 
1908S... e 41 | OC} 3.35x3.29 | 115.52 8.5 | 120@57 | 101@38 a 112 | 2657 | 21.4 68 | 165 69 | 52/ 6.1 36 | 6.40xi3 
220... “ 61 | OC} 3.15x2.87 | 133.95 | 7.5 48 | 116@24 4 2820 | 30.4 111 58 | 186 62) 8.5 | 36 | 6.70x13 
3008, D. ” > 61 | OC} 3.35x3.46 | 182.82) 7.5/1 45 | 162@26 a 100 | 3900 | 28.7 | 120 | 60 199 72 | 63 8.5 41 7. 10xt6 
3200S... = 61 | OC} 3.35x3.46 | 182.82; 7.8! 1 50 | 170@38 4 108 | 3684 | 22.4/ 115 | 60 185 76 | 60; 7.3; 41 6. 70x18 
300SL a 61 | OC| 3.35x3.46 | 182.82 8.55 58 NL a 146 | 2850 11.9; 95 | 57) 178 71 51 7.3 | 38 | 6.50x16 
MG-TF1500...... Great Britain| 4! O | 2.88x3.50 | 90.89; 80) 70@48 NL a 95 | 1988 | 28.2 50 | 147 63; 60); 31 5 50x16 
Magnette.. . ¢ - 4l O | 2.86x3.50 so 7.15} 60@46 NL a 84 | 2464 41.0 102 | 51) 169 63 | 58/ 7.0] 38 | 5. 50x18 
Moretti... . n= Italy 41 | OC) 2.10x2.31 45. 8.5 | 71@70 NL ad 99 1350 | NA 84/4) 1 NL | 39; 8.2; NL NL 
Morgan Plus 4 (TR-2) Great Britain, 4! O | 3.27x3.62 | 121.54 8.5 | 90@48 | 117@30 4 95 | 1792 | 19.8; 96. | 47/| 147 66 | 53) 7.0; 33 | 5. 
Morris Minor Series |! . 41 | O | 2.20x2.99 | 48.81) 7.2! 30@48 - on 4 66 | 1736 | 58.0 | 102 | 54| 148 | 61 | 63| 6.3} 36 | 5.00xI6 
Panhard Dyna. . “6 | France 2H | O | 3.32x2.94| 52.00| 7.28) 46@48 N . 80 | 1433 | 29.0 | 101 51 | 180 63 | 56) 8.0] 32 | 5.20xl8 
Porsche 1500 ‘ Germany 4H | O | 3.15x2.91 90.77 | 7.0| 66@44 NL 4 96 | 1698 | 29.3) 83 | 51 | 156 65 | 51 6.3) 34 | 5. 
1500S - 4H | O | 3.15x2.91 90.77| 82) 84@44 NL a 104 | 1698 | 23.6; 83 | 51 65 | 51 63; 34 | 5. 
Spyder... . 4H | OC! 3.35x2.61 $1.38 | 9.0 | 110@70 NL a 140 1210 | 11.0) 83 51 | 142 61 41 6.0; 33 5. 
Renault 4CV France | 4 O | 2.15x3.15 | 45.72! 7.25) 27@41 35@ 20 3 62 | 1 59.5 | 83 | 47)| 142 56 | 58) 7.1 28 | OCS. 
Riley Pathfinder Great Britain; 4! O | 3.77x4.73 | 148.62 | 7.25) 102@44 NL 4d 92 | 3 29.7| 114 | 55 | 183 67 | 60; 7.0| 36 | 6. 
Rolls-Royce Silver Dawn - 61 F | 3.62x4.50 | 277.75 | 6.75 Ni NL 4A 90 | 3750 | NA | 120 | 59 201 70 | 66; 7.5| 42 | 7. 
Silver Wraith “ or | F | 3.62x4.50 | 277.75 | 6.4 NL NL 4,A 87 | 4 NA | 133 | 64| NL NL | 66) 7.5) 46 | 7. 
Rover 90.......... sa 61 | F | 2.88x4.13 | 160.80 6.73 45 | 130@15 a 82 | 3200 | 35.4 | 111 52 | 179 66 64 7.0| 37 6. 
Siata 208S Spider...... Italy 8V | O | 2.83x2.42 | 122.00; 8.5 | 110@60 NL a 115 | 1940 | NL 91 51) NL NL | NL| NL NL 
Simca Aronde....... France 4 O | 2.83x2.95 | 74.48 | 6.7 45 | 61@26 4 2129 | 47.3 | 95 | 49 160 61 60; 56) 31 5. 
Aronde Chatelaine Pa 4l O | 2.83x2.95 | 74.48; 68)| 45@45| 61@26 4 80 | 2278 | 48.5 | 96 | 49/| 158 61 63 63) 32 | 5. 
Coupe... r 2 4l O | 2.83x2.95 | 74.48 | 80; 60@48 NL q 90 | 1920 | 32.0; 96 | 49 164 61 48; 63); 32 | 5. 
Singer S.M. Roadster Great Britain; 4) | OC) 2.87x3.57 | 91.04| 7.0| 48@42 22 a 75 | 1848 | 38.6) 91 47 | 153 58 | 58/) 65| 33 | 5. 
Standard 8..... ? | 4 O | 2.28x2.99 | 49.00; 7.4) 33@45 N a 84 | 1484| 44.9 84 | 54/ 142 68 | 60; 7.0; 32 | 5. 
Vanguard. = 4l O | 3.35x3.62 | 127.56 | 7.0| 68@42 NL 3,0D 94 | 2718 | 39.8) 94 | 54) 168 69 | 65/ 8.0); 35 | 6. 
Sunbeam Skytop Sports = 4l O | 3.19x4.33 | 138.36 | 7.5 | 80@44 | 122@24 a 85 | 2926 | 36.7; 98 | 51| 168 63 | 61 6.7) 37 | 5. 
Alpine.... ee | 4 O | 3.19x4.33 | 138.36 7.5 | 80@44/ 1 4 4 89 | 2856 | 35.8 | 98 | 51 | 168 63 | 60; 6.7; 37 | 5. 
Triumph TR-2...... - 4 O | 3.27x3.62 | 121.54) 85 | 90@48 | 117@39 t 105 | 1852 20.7; 88 | 46/ 151 56 | 37; 6.0; 32 | 5. 
Volkswagen Export Deluxe. . | Germany 4H | O | 3.03x2.52| 72.74| 6.6) 36@37 o 68 | 1554 51.5 | 95 | 51) 160 61 59; 68) 36 | 5. 
Micro-Bus....... c 4H | O | 3.03x2.52| 72.74| 6.6) 36@34 NL a 50 | 1965 | 65.6) 95 | 54| 165 68 | 75|11.2| 37 | 5. 
Notes: Arrangement of Cylinders: |—In line; V—V-type; H—Horizontally opposed. Valve Positi O—Overhead; OC—Overhead cam; F—Overhead 
inlet, side exhaust; $—Side. Forward Speeds: A—Aut tic transmission available; OD—Overdrive available. NL—Not listed; NA—Not 





available. For factory name and address, prices of various imported models, and distributor names and addresses, see page 56. 
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‘The Fountain 
of’ Youth 














It flows with plentiful paint, chrome, and lead 
to give old cars new life. It’s inexpensive fun, 
and it will make you like the family bus lots more. 








CUSTOMIZING BY DON FELL 
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ra 
5. 50xi 
6. 10x15 
6. 40x13 
6. 40x13 
He Tired of meeting your Buick at 
He every corner? Cancel its venti- 
-5Oxib 
NL ports, sharpen the tail fins, add 
He a squarish, Cadillac-type mold- 
Hr ing. Follow its fenderline with a 
He contrasting color, and paint out 
6 Sout heavy chrome on front bumper 
Hes 
4. 90x15 
6. 50x15 
6 50xih ie 
5. 60xi5 
5. 50xi§ 
7. 10xi§ 
7 
5 
5 
5 
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The rounded look is passe, so sharpen 
your Chevy’s tail lights, headlights, wheel 
openings; accent rear fenders with scoops 
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Off with the dated chrome, on with ’55 
headlight shrouds, a new-look 2-tone 
paint job on top and sash, original ’51 
tail lights shifted onto top of fenders 















Obliterate the boxiness of pre-’53 Chrysler prod- 
ucts with ’55 tail lights, frenched headlights, 2- 
tone paint that extends below belt to lower the 
high, square top, unify car’s whole appearance 









Clean up your late- 
model Hudson: throw 
away the chrome, re- 
move the grille and 
bumper guards; then 
add big Buick bombs, 
turned upside down 
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Purists will object, but a Kaiser will look less like 
1951 if you remove the grille bars, french the 
lights with no chrome, add a bold new molding 





Stylish when new, this humped-over Olds 
needs straightening up, dechroming, new- 
type wheel openings and eggcraie grille 





ad 









Lincoln’s lithe lines benefit from lower 
grille, airscoop that accents fenderline 
instead of hiding it, surprisingly suc- 
cessful chrome changes along the side 
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MT RESEARCH road test 


PECTACULAR CHANGES in the 

*55 Cadillac are not apparent, either 
from an appearance or performance stand- 
point. What is apparent is the refinement 
of a good product. For instance, the Floren- 
tine-curve treatment of last year’s coupes 
has been extended to include this year’s 
sedans. The side molding now forms a true 
character line by accentuating a line formed 
in the sheet metal. Other slight styling 
changes were made to improve the car. 
This same philosophy holds for improve- 
ments in the engine. Already reliable and 
powerful, it has been modified to improve 
on last year’s car’s performance, and that it 
does, in most categories. 


Test car: Series 62 4-door sedan with 
standard Hydra-Matic transmission and 
power steering, optional power brakes, 
radio and heater. 


Engine: Same ohv V8 introduced in ’49 
with displacement of 331 cubic inches. 
Horsepower increased this year from* 230 
at 4400 rpm to 250 at 4600 rpm. Com- 
pression ratio raised from 8.25 to 9.0 to 1 
with redesigned combustion chambers and 
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Powerful, incredibly quiet, luxurious . . 


change in rocker arms to allow for wider 
valve opening. Minor changes in carbure- 
tion for smoother operation and better 
performance. Maximum torque increased 
from 330 to 345 pounds-feet at 2800 rpm. 


Other options: Cadillac is standard- 
equipped with Hydra-Matic transmission, 
power steering, automatic windshield 
washer and coordinator. (The latter is a 
device which starts with featherlight touch 
of a button on dashboard; cleaner is squirt- 
ed onto windshield and wipers operate for 
about a dozen sweeps—then everything 
stops.) Power brakes, air conditioning, 
signal-seeking pre-selector radio, heater 
and defroster, E-Z Eye glass with an un- 
noticeable gray tint gradation. Autronic 
Eye, power window lifts, 4-way power 
seat adjuster are optional at customer re- 
quest. On coupe de ville and Fleetwood 
Series 60 Special sedan, special “glamour” 
trims, available for 1st time on Cadillac, 
feature metallic thread fabrics combined 
with top-grain leather. A production car 
featuring special styling, Cadillac's Eldo- 
rado convertible (see “Driving Around” 
in May MT) is available with optional 


all combined to make up «a 
prestige mackage 


MT Research testers Al Kidd and Jim 
Lodge install Sth wheel and electric 
speedometer for acceleration, fuel tests 


by Jim Potter 


270-hp powerplant. Eldorado engine, of- 
fered as factory option on limited basis in 
62 and 60 Series Cadillacs, features dual 
4-barrel carbs with new aircleaners, new 
intake manifold, new throttle controls. A 
sedan or coupe so equipped should com- 
pare favorably with, or even do better 
than Eldorado (because of less weight). 
You can expect a full 2 seconds lopped off 
last year’s car in the passing speed range 
of 50 to 80 (now 10.3 seconds) plus 
slightly better acceleration in lower ranges. 
Overdrive and synchromesh transmission 
are not available in any Cadillac cars. 


WHAT THE CAR IS LIKE 
TO DRIVE 


Exit and entry: Wide doors make get- 
ting in, out, a simple procedure, despite 
new wrap-around windshield design. You 
don’t have to wrap yourself around the 
wheel or column getting in or out. 


Driving position: Seats are well-padded, 
comfortable, and are about right depth for 
average person. Seat on test car powef- 
operated vertically or horizontally to any 
desired position. Seat tilts slightly to mold 





physical individuality of different dri- 
fs. One toggle switch makes operation 
simple procedure. Plenty of headroom, 
wroom, shoulder room. Steering wheel 
ssitioned well for driving comfort. In- 
yments well-grouped but fuel and tem- 
serature gauges hard to read because of 
Mplacement low on dash panel. Speedome- 
er has numerals placed in wide sweep 
ysitions, with tick marks. Positions of 
-Matic dash quadrant clearly visible 
hecause of good panel location; unlike 
dsmobile’s it’s manually operated. Glove 
partment too far right for driver, is 
, Ashtray requires long reach for 
Bither driver or passenger—could be 
thanged for safety. 


ision: No distortion noticeable through 
findshield or rear window. Wrap-around 


s by D’Olivo and Moore 


windshield post moves blind spot aft, is 
less distracting and gives considerably 
more forward vision. Hood slope, though 
slight as compared to some cars, gives 
good view of road ahead. Right front and 


Handgrips on steering wheel have good 
design. Speedometer is large, legible. 
Dash above instruments is well padded 


4 


4 


rear fenders both visible without rising in 
seat. No blind spot created by rear-view 
mirror. Instrument lights not reflected on 
windshield at night because of padded 
overhang of dash. 


Operation of accessories: Windshield 
wipers have definitely wider sweep than in 
last year’s models, better than most cars 
with wrap-around windshields. Still an 
unswept area in center, suggesting obvious 
chance for engineering ingenuity. Heat 
and vent controls easy to operate, located 
conveniently on either side of steering 
column on dash. Tho not lit for night 
operation, they’re simple to get used to. 
Cooling controls, not identified, work sat- 


isfactorily. Warm-up of heater is fast; . 


defrosters keep windshield clear. 


Ease of handling: Car is easy to drive; 
its standard power steering (it requires 7 
to 8 pounds pressure on steering wheel 
before power system takes over) makes it 
easy to park despite bulk and large over- 
hang. Say what you want about Cadillac’s 
rear fender fins, their immediate visibility 
to driver makes parking a simpler pro- 
cedure. Steering column doesn’t restrict 
leg movement. In traffic you’re conscious 
of car’s bulk, but otherwise it offers no 
problems. Driving car on crowned road 
gave us no qualms; complete control was 
maintained on streetcar tracks, grooves, or 
when deliberately going off pavement. 
With engine power off (power steering 
consequently off, too), complete direc- 
tional control was maintained; ease of 


Momentarily press the windshield wiper 
button and cleaner squirts onto glass; 
wipers operate for dozen sweeps, stop 


steering remains almost the same down to 
about 10 mph. 


Acceleration: Engine started easily under 
all conditions, even after driving through 
traffic and after stopping car on a steep 
hill. Normal transmission operation was 
smooth; upshifts under full power were 
also smooth — better than last year’s car; 
no noises were noticed in drive train. Road 
test Cadillac (with more accurate timing 
devices — 5th wheel and electric speed- 
ometer) out-performed coupe de ville 
used in “Driving Around” report in Janu- 
aty issue of MT; that one, not broken in, 
also trimmed times of 54 car. With 20 
mote horsepower and 9 to 1 compression 
tatio, "55 car bettered 14-mile figure by 
.8 second, 0 to 60 by 1.3 seconds, 50 to 
80 to 2.4 seconds. Transmission gearing, 
lower this year in lst and 3rd, helped to 
give better acceleration figures; lower rear 
axle of 3.36 to 1 may account for slightly 
lower top speed, 111.3 against 113.0. Get- 
up-and-go quality (getting to be almost a 
must in today’s car market) is right up 
with hottest of high performers (strictly 
stock cars) being built in Detroit. 


Braking: All stopping distances improved 
over last year; from 60 mph was 10 feet 
better. Most stops were even, straightline 
with all 4 wheels locked. Brake pedal is 
small, a little too close to throttle pedal, 
nearly impossible to work with left foot. 
Reasoning behind brake pedal location 
is that there’s insufficient room under- 
neath steering column to move it where 


Wiper sweep is much larger this year, 
giving better vision. Some area in cen- 
ter of windshield still remains unswept 


< Brees, 


Bumper bombs, larger this year, could 


‘ota se 
Strategically placed soundproofing on 
hood, firewall, flooring, ceiling, and 
trunk makes for a restfully quiet ride 


create havoc by overriding bumper on 
other car; call for greater parking care 


left-foot operation as in some cars; can’t 
be changed because of nearby columns 
7 ; ; * , 
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55 CADILLAC 62 coninves 


left foot could be used. It’s high off floor 
to provide enough leverage should you 
lose engine power and all reserve vacuum. 
Power brakes showed no signs of fade, 
operated well for several applications even 
with ignition off and in neutral, indicating 
sufficient reserve for emergency use. 


Roadability: Handling on curved moun- 
tain test course better this year; changes 
that brought this about are in rear spring 
rate and shock absorber valving (springs 
and shock both somewhat stiffer but at no 
sacrifice to ride). General feel of car at 
average speeds is excellent; at faster speeds 
you still feel secure— no sliding around. 
Probably because of general bulkiness, car 
glides over choppy or loose surfaces, be- 
haves favorably when taking dips, wash- 
board road stretches, ruts. Recovery rapid 
with no oscillation. Lean on turns less this 
year, because of steering geometry modifi- 
cation. Steering correction practically nil, 
due to more positive power steering setup 
than last year. Cadillac is at its best on 
straight roads, giving driver practically 
nothing to do. No corrective steering action 
is required. Wind wander is nil; wind gusts 
have little effect on car because of weight. 
You even feel reasonably secure when driv- 
ing car at non-recommended top speed. 


Ride: Noise-dampening of body helps to 
give glass-smooth ride; you can’t hear 
the tarstrips. You get no unusual bounce 
when taking dips, even at high speeds. 
Oscillation is slight, if present at all. Re- 
bound from a dip isn’t noticeable, and it 
recovers quickly. “Boulevard” ride of Cad- 
illac is hard to beat, is one of major reasons 
for its popularity. 


WHAT THE CAR IS LIKE 
TO LIVE WITH 


Riding in the front seat: Seat height 
and width comfortable. Adequate leg- 
room, headroom. Armrests positioned cor- 





REAR WHEEL HORSEPOWER 

Determined on Clayton chassis dynamometer. 

Ii tests are made under full load, which is 
similar to climbing a hill at full throttle. Ob- 
served oe, J not corrected to standard 





P ) 
45 road hp @ 1200 rpm and 30 mph 
84 road hp @ 2000 rpm and 52 mph 
101 road hp @ 2500 rpm and 64 mph 
Max. 118 road hp @ 2900 rpm and 76 mph 


TOP SPEED 


(in miles per hour over surveyed Wate) 
Fastest I-way run =: 112. 
Slowest I-way run 110. 


4 
Average of 4runs 111.3 
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rectly for any type physique. Seat uphol- 
stery of good-quality material. Doorstops 
hold doors opea when your arms are full 
of packages. Armrests are positioned prop- 
erly for comfort. Dash panel is padded, so 
if you’re pitched forward suddenly (as in 
an emergency stop), there are no danger- 
ous obstructions. Body lean isn’t so great 
as to cause you to slide around on a 
curved road or at high speeds. You don’t 
feel road surfaces, nor do you hear them; 
in fact, Cadillac’s quietness of ride is one 
of its best features. 


Riding in the rear seat: Seats deeply 
padded, comfortable. Plenty of room, even 
for 3 passengers. Leg- and toe room ade- 


* quate. Center armrest adds to comfort. If 


you’re wearing a hat, there’s still plenty 
of room. 


ECONOMY AND EASE 
OF MAINTENANCE 


Fuel Economy: Cadillac engineering re- 
ports that according to tests “with road 
load conditions we have found that due to 
the higher-compression engine in 1955 
and improvements in carburetion, econ- 
omy has increased over 1954 with the same 
axle ratio.” Our °55 test Cadillac was 
equipped with a 3.36 rear axle ratio (3.07 
in °54), which accounts for slightly less 
fuel economy obtained in our tests. In D4 
fuel consumption at a steady 30 mph was 
24.4 mpg as compared to 22.3 in last 
year’s test car. At 45 mph, consumption 
was 21.5 mpg compared to 22.0. At 60, 
17.9 and 18.9; at 75, 15.0 and 16.2. Rear- 
axle ratio change was made, according to 
Cadillac, because of a “. . . merchandising 
necessity. In 1954, 3.07 was standard 
‘economy’ axle and 3.36 was offered as 
optional ‘performance’ axle. Field reports 
indicated that customers confused the 2 
and ordered ‘economy’ when they wanted 
‘performance.’ As a result, the change, 
which is more consistent with industry- 
wide designations, was made this year.” 
MT Research used new higher-octane Mo- 


TEST CAR AT A GLANCE 


‘55 Cadillac 62 


(General specifications on page 73) 


ACCELERATION 


(In seconds, checked with 5th wheel and elec- 
tric speedometer.) 


Standing start Y%-mile (80 mph) 17.6 
0-30 mph 3.3 
040 mph 10.0 


SPEEDOMETER ERROR 
ometer) with 5th wheel and electric speed- 


ometer 
Car speedometer read 4 @ true 30 mph 
46 @ true 45 mph 
61 @ true 60 mph 
77 @ true 75 mph 
110 @ top speed 




















tn le 







Optional 4-way power seat has one tog, 
switch for horizontal or vertical adj 
ment, making for simplified operat 








bilgas Special (premium) in all 


checks with the Cadillac. 





What’: 
know | 


Is the car put together well? Wor. 
manship is on par with other mass-pro 
duced cars coming out of Detroit. Slightly 
uneven fits on some panels, rubber in. 
stalled somewhat precariously around 
windows, file marks on roof are notice 
able, unusual for Cadillac with its 
caliber workmanship reputation at s 
Bumper bombs may cause damage to 
vehicle because of height and size. 
gage compartment is unusually large, 
quate for several suitcases of varying si 
shape. Interior trim is good quality, 
well, should be fairly serviceable. Hard 
ware is good. 


How did it hold up? After thoro 
and rugged test of over 1000 miles, tr: 
mission wasn’t as smooth as when 
program began. Directional signals c 
to function. On plus side, however, 
body rattles or noises developed, 
after washboard roads and dips treatm 

















Servicing: For the most part, accesti 
bility of engine (Continued on page 73 





Hold | 
you’re 
Hasn’! 
anythi 
FUEL CONSUMPTION bees 
(In miles per gallon; checked with fuel flow- 
meter, 5th wheel, - electric speedometer. 
Mobilgas Special u 
Steady 30 mph (os) oy 
Steady 45 mph ios Py 
} wee 60 mph (D4) 17.9 
P Seams 75 -_ (D4) 15.0 
top-and-go driving 
poe moaned ‘course 12.9 lucky 
Tank average for 972 miles 13.8 I poems 
STOPPING DISTANCE but sol 
(To the nearest foot; checked with electrically}. 
actuated detonator.) < friend 
30mph 4, 
45mph 91) ering 
60 mph_ ‘16! 

















What’s he looking for? Even if he’s an engineer he should 
‘I know that one mustn’t expect a Motorama car to be leaking 


And to think my husband told me it was a dual overhead cam 
V8. Wait till I get home and tell him it’s a stock Chevy 





Hold on there Red Ryder — 
you’re not bronc-bustin’ now. 
Hasn’t your father told you 
anything about the birds and 
bees and power assists? 


Lucky Pauline in the middle 
twems to think it’s funny 
but what about her skeptical 
“ friends? Maybe they’re fig- 

uring the yearly interest rate 





The speedometer just won’t go up to 120 
no matter how hard you bang on the dash 


[see it... 


A photo story by Ernest E. Reshovsky 


ta ol 


mar 


apt @ a 
, ‘ 
Seating position feels good and the wheel is nice to grip, 
but I think I’m getting a litile glare from the instruments 


Maybe he’s trying to figure out from 
whence all those openings originate, or 
perhaps he’s just stuck in that squat 











COURTESY COL. ELLIOTT SPRINGS 


A LESS LIKELY basis for a town car than a Lincoln-Zephyr 
could hardly be dreamed up. Yet it was with early Brewster 
productions in mind that the late Edsel Ford had Brunn (famed 
for his work on the larger Lincoln chassis) turn out this high 
but handsome model, as felicitous a blend of the old and the 
new as you'll probably see. The removable roof is more skillfully 
blended than on most town cars, and such details as running- 
boards and tail are pleasing even to the sportier-minded. 





YOU MAY THINK you’re pretty hot stuff as you dash about in 
your colorful hardtop or 3-toned sedan, but for really wowing 
the hoi polloi there has never been anything to equal a town cat. 
A designer who refused to accept the limitations of dignity in 
creating one is Howard Darrin, whose Rolls-Royce Phantom II 
sports a specially lengthened hood and cutdown wheels. Note 
the V-type rear windshield, individual streamlined running- 
boards, and the doors cut into the curved part of the roof. 


Town 


—— - C4 








Rau + 
Stine; i a 
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Classic Comments 


by Robert J. Gottlieb 


HE CLASSIC CAR CLUB of South- 

ern California is one live-wire organi- 
zation growing by leaps and bounds. They 
now publish a monthly newsletter. If you 
live anywhere on the West Coast, mem- 
bership will be beneficial to you. They 
now have a permanent address: Box 3344, 
Terminal Annex, Los Angeles 54... 
Parts for Hupmobiles can. be secured from 
the Hupp Auto Parts factory, Auburn, 
Ind., advises J. R. Kelley, of Portland, Ore. 
They also furnish parts for Auburns and 
Cords . . . Robert Goldsmith, of Montreal, 
Quebec, writes: “I have in my possession 
a handbook which came with 1918 Reos, 
Models T and U. I am willing to answer 
all questions I receive on these cars.” Send 
them along, MT will forward them... 
Here’s a reader’s view, different from 
last month, on the classic situation: 

In defining a classic car and a non- 
classic, one of the most prominent factors 
is [whether] the car is a convertible. 

Let us try and find out why this is so 
important. Take any Packard built during 
the classic era (1928-1937), say a 34 
sedan. This car looks like a box on wheels. 
But [take] a ’34 Packard with a convertible 
top, such as the one in March MT, and you 
have one of the most coveted cars in 
existence today. 

Now we will compare the 2 Packards 
mentioned and see why one is desired as 
an automobile and the other is: not. 

They were both built in the same year. 
Both have the same engine, power, quality 
workmanship, and they both possess the 
same mechanical features and perform- 
ance, in short they equally share the basic 
factors that determine a classic car. 

Actually the only difference between the 
2 is that one has a convertible top. Con- 
sequently the convertible is better looking, 
for it offers a longer, lower silhouette, and 
because of this classic appearance, it is 
desired more than the plain sedan. 

Appearance, then, should be an out- 
Standing feature of a classic car, and it 
is agreed that most sedans, although they 
may retain all the other qualities of a clas- 
Sic car, are [unquestionably] stodgy in ap- 
pearance. They aren't even considered 
close to a classic car. 

Moreover, most classic-car enthusiasts 
are reluctant to own a car that they, or 
more important, the public, does not con- 
Sider good looking. Therefore they revert 
to convertible tops [only] for a more pleas- 
ing appearance. 

I believe that the Cord 810 sedan is 
the one exception to the rule that an auto- 
mobile has to be a convertible to be ele- 
gant in appearance and therefore a true 
Classic car. 

If you answer, please don’t be evasive, 
but rather explain why you are of the 


opinion that the Cord 810 sedan is lack- 
ing in appearance, and why you think it 
is different from other cars. Or is this too 
much of a challenge? 

James De Bickero 

Chicago 
ANSWER—O.K., Jim—and Josh B. 
Malks, too (see last month’s column)— 
the Cord sedan is not lacking in appear- 
ance. It is distinctive in appearance. Truth- 
fully, I had the L-29 in mind and com- 
pletely overlooked the striking 810. 
And a stirring defense of the Continen- 
tal’s engine: 2 

I seldom presume to disagree with MO- 
TOR TREND, but I feel the need to protest 
your statement (in the February issue) 
that “the Lincoln Continental . . . leaves 
much to be desired from a dependability 
and performance standpoint.” 

My ’40 convertible has around 200,000 
miles behind it and for the past 6 years 
has been really wsed—not just for display 
at car collectors’ meets (though it has 
taken its share of prizes, incidentally), 
but as a general family hack as well. Day 
in and day out it has been used for mar- 
keting, meeting trains, hauling furniture, 
towing other cars, in and out of New York 
traffic, and serving as vacation transporta- 
tion on trips to Florida, Quebec, and just 
about everywhere in between. Its original 
engine did get tired after about the 140,- 
000 mile mark and we had a rebuilt V-12 
installed. It is mo race car, granted, but 
it performs faithfully and comfortably un- 
der all conditions, with an overall main- 
tenance cost lower than many of my 
friends can claim for their new cars. 

Jane L. Tucker 

Montclair, N.J. 
ANSWER—Most Lincolns with V-12 en- 
gines did not give this service. Cars that 
are babied will last longer than those that 
are driven daily. Driving conditions vary 
as do drivers. In any event your experience 
has been remarkable. 


QUESTION—What’s chances on starting 
a motor pool on paper for persons inter- 
ested in obtaining a classic? I know of 
some Auburns and a Packard that some- 
one might be interested in, and maybe 
others know where some car is that some- 
one else wants. No price jockeying or 
profit—just a swap of listings on cars 
throughout the country. Kansas City is in 
the true “Heart of America” and I would 
be only too glad to undertake the job free 
of charge just to help people locate the 
cars they want if it is at all possible. 
Will my idea stand up in your books, 
or has it already been tried to no avail? 
Reggie N. Layne 
Kansas City, Mo. 
P.S. Also know of some antiques. Ugh! 





DEGREASER! 


Engine Shampoo 
QT. SIZE CONCENTRATE 
MAKES TWO GALLONS 


GUNK SUPER CONCENTRATE DI- 
LUTES with low-cost kerosene or 
fuel oil distillate and cleans en- 
gine blocks faster and more com- 
pletely than steam cleaning. In 
quart and larger sizes at whole- 
sale automotive jobbers through- 
out the country. Extra strength, 
ready-to-use Gunk in pint con- 
tainers is available from Nation- 
al Automotive Supply Houses or 
ask your dealer. Insist on “Genu- 
ine” Gunk. Flatly refuse imita- 




















OIL FILTER 
REPLACEMENTS 


Buy the ZENICK Perma- 
nent Bronze Filter Ele- 
ment for only $3.95! Then, 
no more filter elements to 
buy! Guaranteed 10 years 
or life of car. Fits all cars 
and light trucks. State 
make of car when order- 
ing. Only $3.95 p.p. Money 
back guarantee. Dealer 
inquiries invited. 


ZENICK PRODUCTS CORP. Dept. 14 
Box 2461, Los Angeles 54, California 











y RAMCOTE Flexible Finishes 
* for Leather and Vinyl-Plastics 


Restore original color and texture to 
our car upholstery. Or change color! 
asily applied. No crack or peel. Wash- 
able, fadeproof, preserves, protects. 
Write for FREE color chart. 1141 W. 69th 
St., Chicago 21, Hl. 
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NEW FIBERGLAS BODIES 
BY VICTRESS 





d for conversion 
- stock Ford or Chevy chassis without expen- 


The stunning S-4, d 





sive frame alterations $695.00 
2. America’s fastest, most beautiful sports car 
(203 MPH plus). 99’ wheelbase, a dream to 
drive .. S1-A body as low as $595.00 
3. Beauty for MG’s too! The S-5 is designed 
to fit standard TC or TD frames and convert 
the MG into sleek beauty $575.00 
4. The Dragster, long, lean and potent, per- 
fectly balanced for sprints. Its low, low 
weight (40 Ibs.) adds speed $250.00 
SPECIAL We have assembled all the know- 
OFFER how you need for —— con- 
struction and design book on 
building Fiberglas bodies, ennai plans 
on frame modifications and Victress’ new 24 
Pg. catalogue will be sent you for the bargain 
price of just $1.00 


VICTRESS MANUFACTURING co. 
11823 T, Sherman Way, N. Hollywood, Calif. 














Please send me the complete construction & 
design kit. | am enclosing $1. 


Name_ 





Address. poe Eat 





City. 















BIG PAY JOBS 


for men who qualify in 


DIESEIS=40 


TRAIN NOW FOR A DIESEL FUTURE 

Steady, high-pay jobs await men qualified in Diesel, 
Tractor, and Heavy Equipment. Are you qualified 
for job and advancement opportunities in this fast- 
growing field? You can qualify! 


COMPLETE DIESEL COURSE NOW AVAILABLE 
If you are ambitious and want to get ahead in this 
big money field, you'll want to know about the 
complete Diesel home training course now offered 
by Interstate Training Service. Covers all phases 
of operation, repair, service. Easy to master in 
spare time. No interference with present job. Up- 
to-the-minute. Regularly revised to cover new de- 
velopments. We invite comparison of material 
offered. Advisory placement service for students. 


YOU OWE IT TO YOURSELF to investigate Inter- 
state Training Service Diesel Training. Thousands agree it 
has helped them to better jobs...better pay. 
It can do the same for you! 


WRITE FOR FREE INFORMATION TODAY! 










ie ie ae INTERSTATE TRAINING SERVICE 
ee E\ Dept. A-29-F, Portland 13, Ore. 
Please see that | receive FREE 24-page book, 
“Getting Ahead in Diesel.” 




















NAME AGE 
ADORESS. 
CITY. gy TE eee 
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ANSWER—This sounds like a wonderful 
idea. But you'd better have a mimeograph 
machine handy, because you have a lot of 


work ahead. 


QUESTION—I have just found a 1934 
Auburn convertible. Is this car a good 
classic and worth $500? Can you tell me 
the original sales price? 

Robert E. Cauley 

Milford, Mich. 
ANSWER—In good condition the car 
should be worth $500. It is a good classic. 
The Model 851 was called a phaeton-se- 
dan and delivered new for $1544. If the 
car has 6 wheels and a trunk, $80 was 
added to the price. For 6 wheels without 
trunk, $48 was added. 


OFINION—General Motors did not then 

and never will have the ability to produce 

as good-looking [a car} as the Auburn. 
Mrs. W. S. Snyder 
Chicago, Ill. 

ANS WER—Aw, c’mon now! 


QUESTION—I own a 1932 Chrysler con- 
vertible 8-cylinder coupe. I realize it is 
not a classic but a special-interest car. My 
problem, dear sir, is my wife. Restoration 
will cost $400 but the little woman be- 


lieves all money will be wasted. I will 
certainly appreciate any comments. 
Daniel Darragh 


San Rafael, Calif. 


ANSWER—In his letter Mr. Darragh also 
states that he paid $35 for the car and tha 
it is in running condition. Properly t¢. 
stored, the Chrysler should certainly be 
worth $400 to $500. His main problemi; 
eastly solved. He should head for the nea. 
est women’s store with $400. 


QUESTION—What do you think is the 
best way to go about cleaning the outside 
of an engine? Does it have to be removed 
from the car to do a good job? What type 
paint could be used to give the engines 
“sharp” look? I would also like a paint 
that would resist engine heat. 

Willis E. Hammond, M.D. 

Earlville, N.Y. 


ANSWER—Y ou don’t have to remove an 
engine just to clean it. Grease-cuttens, 
available in auto supply stores, do a good 
job. Some collectors steam-clean engines, 
but others oppose this because steam clean. 
ing often creates serious rust problem, 
There are many heat-resistant paints, any 
of which are satisfactory, available in auto 
supply and paint stores. 





continued from page 17 


More Whistle than Worth? 


At the same time the temperature indi- 
cator begins alarmingly to make its way 
across the gauge face toward 1250°F. By 
cutting back the throttle and holding a 
speed of 15 to 20 mph, we can entice both 
needles back to the center of the dial. 

It rapidly becomes apparent that to try 
to reach any speed above 40 for at least 
the first 8 or 10 miles is pure folly. Al- 
ready one of the most important advan- 
tages of the internal combustion engine— 
its ability to get underway almost im- 
mediately from cold—is evident. 

Of all the problems that engineers 
fought over and worried about in the 
early days of steam cars, none seems 
more incapable of solution even today. 

The Stanley Steamer had to be turned 
on 15 or 20 minutes ahead of time to 
generate sufficient volume and pressure of 
steam to match contemporary gasoline 
automobiles, but the Doble, with its elec- 
tric control innovation, shuts off its burn- 
er when the water in the uppermost boiler 
tubes reaches operating temperature and 
pressure, Considerable time is still neces- 
sary to heat the water in the cold lower 
coils as it comes from the reservoir. 

In other words, we can heat the entire 
boiler much faster by driving the car than 
we can by just letting it sit with the igni- 
tion on. And because there is a 30-ampere 
drain on the battery every time the burn- 
er and water pumps go into action, a low 
battery means “take the bus.” It bears 
mention that no one ever started a steam 
car by pushing it! 


A sobering experience with a low bat- 
tery in the Ford Museum’s 1923 Doble 
is worth passing on to you: After I turned 
the ignition on, the fuel piled up in the 
burner waiting for a mixture of air it 





didn’t get from the slow-turning blower, 
and for a spark that took an interminable 
time to build up in the coil. Suddenly q 
volatile and unbalanced fluid caught fit 
with a shattering explosion. Pedestrians 
ran for the nearest bomb shelter and | 
cowered waiting for the all clear! 

Let’s go on down the highway shortly 
after starting. The burner is on almost 
continuously, heating the cold water as it 
comes from the lower coils and the water 
tank. If we should stop now to look at the 
fuel gauge, which on the Doble as well 
as the Lincoln is inconveniently located 
on the tank at the rear, we'll be shocked 
to learn that we've burned nearly one 
gallon of fuel for each mile we've trav- 
elled! Luckily for our pocketbooks, this 
profligacy doesn’t go on indefinitely. If 
we can hit a moderate speed of 30 to 35 
mph we'll eventually get 8 or 9 miles to 
the gallon when the boiler is hot. 

Once the Doble’s boiler is hot, its star 
begins to rise. As the brochure says, “A 
car of few moving parts, free from the 
bother of gearshift and clutch, the Doble 
threads its way through traffic with com 
summate ease . . . Sufficient steam ... 
can be developed to maintain 4 
speed of 75 miles per hour.” 

Even the Doble’s most determined de 
tractors will admit it’s fast. But the nel 
rifice of water and fuel would make 4 
modern-day Mammon’s blood run cold) 
At 75 we will (Continued on page 50) 
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TURN YOUR 


HOBBY INTO 


A CAREER! 


Get America’s Big-time, Big-future 


AUTO MECHANICS 


@ DIESEL 
coURSE 


at Home in Your Spare Time! 





Los Angeles’ National Schools, America’s automotive Tech- 
nical Trade School since 1905, now brings its famous 
resident Shops and Faculty direct to you at home—to pre- 
pare you to earn more money, with job security, in today’s 
fast-moving, opportunity-filled Auto Mechanics Industry! 
Get your home training from the “Car Capital of The 
World’’— America’s most auto- 
minded city, center of Hot Rod 
and Sports Car activity! Mail 
the coupon below right now! {iit Ai 
HERE’S THE GOOD WORD ON OUR “‘SHOP-METHOD” HOME 
TRAINING! You master all phases, including Diesel! Every 
step fully explained. All lessons fully illustrated. Latest 
equipment and techniques. You complete your training in 
short time... age and previous experience no obstacle! 
EARN WHILE YOU LEARN! You can start Spare Time Earn- 
ings in Auto Mechanics soon 
after enrollment. Many stu- 
dents pay for their training 
and more this way. 

THIS SET OF LIFETIME TOOLS— 
YOURS plus all-metal tool box, 
and other equipment. All part 
of your course, yours to keep. 














Send for FREE FACT- 
BOOK AND SAMPLE 
LESSON! 


NOW! 2 offices to serve you faster! 
Mail coupon today to one nearest you! 









YOU RECEIVE FRIENDLY GUIDANCE both as student and 
graduate. Our graduate department is always at your serv- 
ice to help you with personal and technical problems. We 
give you free Job Placement Service, too! 

ATTENTION MEN OF DRAFT AGE. Many students have 
achieved higher rating, prestige, service branch they want, 
and higher pay due to this training. Mail coupon at once. 


APPROVED FOR G.I. TRAINING 
Both Home Study & Resident Courses Offered 


NATIONAL SCHOOLS 


TECHNICAL TRADE TRAINING SINCE 1905 


LOS ANGELES 37, California - CHICAGO: 323 West Polk St. 
IN CANADA: 811 West Hastings Street, Vancouver, B. C. 


MAIL NOW TO OFFICE NEAREST YOU! 








(mail in envelope or paste on postal card) 


NATIONAL SCHOOLS, DEPT. DW-65 
4000 S. FIGUEROA STREET on 323 WEST POLK STREET 
LOS ANGELES 37, CALIF. CHICAGO 7, ILLINOIS 
Send FREE Auto-Mechanics Book and Sample Lesson. 
No obligation, no salesman will call. 
aia 


NAME BIRTHDAY 





ADDRESS 





CITY ZONE___STATE_____ 


C Check if interested ONLY in Resident Training at Los Angeles 
VETERANS: Give Date of Discharge 
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DOLIVO 


BOB 


by Al Kidd 


SCCA race at Palm Springs went to Jack McAfee on a 
Ferrari. Bill Pollack in the Baldwin-Mercury followed him home. 
Ken Miles, in his lst outing on the new MG special, won the 
under-1500 cc race . . . Lee Petty, 1954 NASCAR Grand Na- 
tional Champion, is making a strong bid to repeat—with 1600 
points already in his column he leads the circuit . . . The Or- 
leans, France, Automobile Club beats the Marshall Plan for 
establishing good relations—Gls, French nationals and civilian 
employees form the friendly membership . .. AAA reports that 
over a million spectators watched 7000 miles of AAA racing 
last year. Looking for an even bigger year in "55 the sprint sea- 
son has opened with more races scheduled and 2 new tracks (Mt. ° 
Clemens, Mich., and Knoxville, Tenn.) . . . Henry J owners 
in Tulsa, Okla., will be living it up with a new club, a private 


Ken Miles in his very fast new MG special t 
winner’s flag in 1500 cc class at Palm Spring 


shop for customizing and tuning, and the preparation of a a 
tomizing manual. If you’re interested write to George Goodhe; 
Jr., 6326 E. 4th Street, Tulsa 12 . . . The recent Pebb 

Beach event, which featured racing “in the wet” was won} 
Phil Hill on a Monza Ferrari. He averaged 68 mph over the 10 

mile race. Second place went to Stirling Edwards, Monza Fe 
rari, and 3rd to Ken Miles. Miles, again driving the new M( 
special, easily won the under-1500 cc event for his 2nd wi 
in as many tries. Porsches and Jaguars slammed the under- an 
over-1500 cc production classes . . . Cal Niday leads the nation: 
AAA midget standings with 244 points but Rodger Ward wit 
240 is riding herd on him . . . Famed Corona, Calif., Re 

Races will be revived in that city when the Chamber of Com 
merce puts on its 3rd revival celebration on May 28th .. . Pro 
test caused no change in the Sebring results—Hawthorne a 
Walters on Cunningham Jaguar D are still overall winners .. 
Add intercollegiate sports car racing to your list of colle 
sports. Students at Harvard University felt they were being le 
out of national events so they founded the Harvard Motor Spoi 
Enthusiasts Club. After gathering some 60 members at Harvar 
and getting other colleges interested the Intercollegiate Sport 
Car Assn. was formed..Their Ist outing is an ambitious one 

a time-direction trial, hillclimb and race all on one program 


ED ROHRER 


Night drag races at recent Daytona Speedweek were well at- 
tended. Time exposure shows activity of cars and spectators 


may 

21-30, Motor World Fair, Indiana State Fai 
Grounds, Indianapolis, Ind. 

30, Memorial Day Race, Indianapolis, Ind. 

. 

june 

5, AAA 100-Mile Championship Race, Milwa 
kee, Wis. 

11-12, 24-Hour Grand Prix of Endurance, 
Mans, France. 

19, SCCA Hillclimb, Mt. Equinox, Vt. 

19, AAA 100-Mile Championship Race, Lan 
horne, Pa. 

7 

july 

21-23, SCCA Giants’ Despair Hillclimb a 
Races, Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 

23-24, SCCA Race, Torrey Pines, Calif. 

august 

20, AAA 100-Mile Championship Race, Spri 

field, Il. 

; : 21, SCCA Race, Akron, Ohio. 
Main event at Pebble Beach gets under way amid volumes of 28, AAA 100-Mile Championship Race, Milwe 


spray. Photo shows 2nd wave of traffic coming thru Ist turn kee, Wis. 


BOB D'OLIVO 
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Styled by Studebaker for Americans 
with a liking for distinction! This is the 
roomiest sports model of its type—superbly 
suitable for all your driving —a low-swung 
Studebaker hard-top or coupe. 

Here is more than exciting raciness of 
line. Here is a superbly speedlined exterior 
that opens up to provide you with a full- 
bodied, fully weather-protected 5-passenger 
automobile. 

But your most delightful surprise comes 
when you drive one of these new Studebaker 



















er ee 


Commander Regal V-8—one of a thrilling trio of Studebaker hard-tops that include style-setting President V-8 and Champion team-mates 


Outstanding in spine-tingling getaway?! 


Unsurpassed in take-command go! 


sports models. They ride and handle superb- 
ly. That’s because they have real road design 
and balance. You feel utterly safe and secure. 
And what thrill-packed performers! How 
they sparkle with breath-taking getaway! 
Two great V-8s and a spirited 6 to suit 
your preference! Studebaker’s low-level 
competitive prices to make your investment 
surprisingly small! 
Goandsee the newSpeedsterspecial—and all 
the other exciting Studebaker sports models 
—at your nearby Studebaker dealer’s now. 


See Studebaker-Packard’s TV Reader’s Digest—a nationwide weekly feature on the ABC television network 


STUDEBAKER DIVISION OF THE STUDEBAKER-PACKARD CORPORATION ... ONE OF THE 4 MAJOR FULL-LINE PRODUCERS OF CARS AND TRUCKS 
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SAVE! 





Buy with utmost contidence—Our 
Policy is Satisfaction Guaranteed or 
Your Money Refunded. 


NE 


Our huge sales and volume buying 
ngs you everything ot 
pric 








Everything is shipped direct to you 
from our warehouse without Y- 
No factory shipments. 



















Porous Bronze OIL FILTER 
Lifetime Guarantee 


Cut your daily driving 
buying oil olf the time. Porous Bronze 
Element never weors out or 
placement. Lasts for lifetime of the 


System ee ore listed below. Stote yeor 


Regulerly $6 
No. nee_thoment only. POSTPAID 





cors except those 





Porous Bronze Filter Element for Full Flow Oil a 
Fits V8 Buick, Olds, DeSoto 52-55; Ford, Merc 
-55; Dodge 53 6 52 


-55; Piym. 1955; ford 


Chrys. exc. V8 46-54. State cor, year & model 
Ne. 117—Reauiorly $12.95. “POSTPAID, only 


No. 113 — POSTPAID. 





Non-Slip Contour Designed 


CAR RUGS 


@ Designed to catch — hold 
dirt, mud and woter. 

®@ Easy to remove, shake 
out and replace. 

@ Durable, flexible for long 
life service. 

Clear rich colors that com- 


plement the beauty of today’s modern automobile. 
Special design on underside prevents mats from sliding— 
always stay in place. Safety-tapered ribs in front of 
accelerator provide positive heel rest. Tailored to accu- 
rately fit front floor areas of all cars. Comes in matched 
ir, right and left side. Choice of black, grey, taupe, 


STATE COLOR WANTED. 
OOP CORR. ocd daccceitss $5.40 











AH-OO0O0-GAH Chromed HORN 


Here it is for the 
sport car enthusiast 
Not « vibrator or 
other substitute but 
a genuine motor 
driven horn. 


Me. 60— POSTPAID 4 VOLTS, 12 VOLTS 


Stete Veltage Needed. 60 





Theft Proof HOOD LOCK KIT 
Operates trom the 
dash. Protects all 
Underhood Parts 
from Theft 





e a je Do-it-Yourself U 

@ Easy Step by Step imtatahon ‘Instructions 

. Not interfere with - ‘a dy 
Safety Catch when Properly Inst 

@ Prevents Hood from Being Opened When 
Car Is 7 

@ Protect Your Power Searing | yan, Battery 
Heater, Etc. Fully Guarar 


6" xO OVAL SPEAKER. o2... 


Rear Mount Dual AERIAL KIT 





aerials which can be adiusted ‘to 
any angle. Complete with Junc- 


Trimmer tye cp for Full Volume 















tees alee hood ornament. Blends per- 
to mould 
Ne. 4 posteain” each only. $1.95 















ROCKER PANEL 
MOULDINGS 
MADE OF 
STAINLESS STEEL. 


Custom Styled 
& Enei 















WINDSHIELD 
ang laren enageeten 
on ¥ Windows 
Somme BLUE-GREEN TH TINT as in 


Me. 124-—POSTPAID ............ F# 








CHECKERED FLAG EMB 
CHROME PLATED 









Die Cast . . . Tripre Chrome a pm Holes 
° y= in pene & and apply 
ks" Doors, te. 


- Wide. Hr: highs rr plack and ond Geomn 
57. 








For a few dollars, tires can now 


be im 
with White Wall discs. Every black tire can 


become a luxury accessory with very little ef- 
fort. Kit comes complete with cement, roller 
and all othe: essories for Simple 





" necessary acc 
and Easy Installation. on the tire it will 
not ped off. Ne tioe great $9.95 





COIL SPRING WEDGES 
Ey Compensate for this 
natural sag of front 
coil springs. Restores 
original front end po- 

re sition. 


Easy installation between 


coils with hammer as iltus- 
Tt trated 


Ne. 85— POSTPAID —Set of 4. $ 49 









Highly spots Fits any car, 
Ne. 49— POSTPAID 








For instetiotion of S “volt” oc 
smell vedies, in 
wee : cx =. ay Losts Forever. Ne 







Extra Protection 
and Extra Beauty! 
hi 





the power & zip s uote 
pipe performance. Complete unit 
dash Controlled cut-in and cut-out with rig 






filer. All_mecessory ports & instructions in- 
cluded. Fits all exhoust pipes A" 

included. 

Ne. 129—POSTPAID 




























and 
1 Bnd easy to a3 with th ony minor altera- 
in and le ions with 

ae ‘to follow tb. 
Ne. 76— POSTPAID Each reir... $15.18 























Spinner Grille Ornament 



















Custom Grilles for 49-51 Ford 


ii 








jon engineered fi 
instal ation. ‘Chrome —_ and massive 





CHROMED custom CENTER BAR 
IT 52-54 FOROS 
nes salese 





ton. iy is 16 
to extend 


outward to 





cover t 
een 


atch per- 

coo with pt olin right re left bars. 

gives = the appearance of one 
oan oe "va Wana 


chrome “ogy mony natal 
Ne. 3852 sot" Piece $6, 89 


10—1954—2 Pi 
POTPAID een... 3899 











Easy to install 


46-52 Buick 49-55 Nash 
53-55 Dodge 50-52 Olds. 
49-S5 Ford 48-54 Packard 


1954 Hudson 53-55 Piym.G Pont. Pair 
49-52 Lincoln 50-55 Studebaker $10. 60 
Je! 


49-S5 Mercury 1953 Willys 


Ne. 74—Cive exect year, make and model of 
cor 
tor Otmer Cars, State length . . . Available 


from 7414” to 90”. 











CHROM 
regremaeery GUARDS 









o 9B 



















Chrome Plated o— Skirts 








Ne. 105—Universel for these cars: 








New Modern 


© TRIPLE CHROME 
PLATED 

© VERY EASY TO 
INSTALL 





preg ry 
Ne. 29—fits 198083 53. Fords, 1954 Ford, 
19st 54 Chevrolet, 1949-53 Cadillac. 1949- 


52 Pontiac 

For the above cars. POSTPAID. pr. 
Steck Ne. 95 Fits 1949-52 Buick 
48-49 Cadillac 49-51 4 Nas ) 


8 
49-54 DeSoto 49- 34 Sie mouth 


49-51 Ford 5i- 
47-52 i F 46- 33 wile. 


Sr... SRS 


Y 
duty stainiess 
steel. Quick and 


© NO HOLES TO DRILL 
“ Gives cars that “Look of 
Jam oy - — for tha’ 


Per Pair 
POSTPAID 


49-54 Dodge 48-5 3 Packars \$5. .40 





NEW FIBERGLASS 


CUSTOMIZING KITS 
ALSO FILLS IN SPOTS, HOLES 
AND RUSTS OUTS 
Has new Fibregias material, tough 
plastics and resins that reinforce 

and bec 


tool 





of t . 
NO WELDING, NO SOLDERING. No Special 
t 


s. 
wy hag sk es and paatesiete . «* 78 













Neo more Blind Spots. Fits 
right over regular mirror. 


Ne. 107 — POSTPAID each... $1.95 





J.C. WHITNEY & (0. EEE 1917 19 Archer Ave., Chicago 16, Ill. 
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Amaring New Panoramic Clip-00 
REAR VIEW 
MIRROR 






“CADDY” OVAL BUMPER 
EXHAUST EXTENSION 






t 
taches from the back. 
Eliminates unsightly tai 
pipes. Bs install 





EXHAUST AND BUMPER GUARD 
COMBINED 





iter 
ee ng Bn ache INSTALLED, yust remove old 





KNOCK OFF TYPE SPINNER 
Die Cast Bright Chrome Plated 





Gives the appearance o' 
duals on single pa 
Ne. s5- POSTPAID 
OSS gas 35 sete yor set | MO 70— POsTPAND ser ot ¢ $5.21 











Electric TRUNK KIT 


This Electric Trumk 
Release Kit enables 
the Custom Car 

his 
runk from inside 
the car by the 
touch of 


a butt 
Easily installed 
Kits come com- 
plete with illus- 
trated instructions. 
For 36-53 Ford G Mercury. All C.M.C. 49-52 
+ mag eae Cidemebi 
Ne 
State year, make G model. tach. $6.56 





Engine OVERHAUL PELLETS 


Gonpiate Cylinder 
Ring 












CUSTOM TAIL LIGHT FOR 52-54 FORD 











in Ls minutes. Crstomize 
cost. 





HOT ROD raepens 











flor Ri 
Eliminates Exho 
wer your one 






ing. 
= simple, speedy, e 
mooth, metallic 4 is 
ed & worn 
restoring them_to original size, 
effectiveness. This is not an oil 
additive, a chemical mixture or a temporary 
$ 


une-up. 
Ne. 125—POSTPAID ............ 


















Developed v. Shaw 6 


ments, 
buses, ambulances, 
etc. Complete with 
bracket, screws, | 


No. 71—POSTPAID 
& VOLT ee. 
Neo. 91—POSTPAID 
12 VOLT ec. 
ity Veltege when 
































One size fits all mokes of cars 









. pA washabl ie, aatanaat and 










USE ORDER BLANK 
on the 








W-HOT BARGAINS from J. C. WHITNEY ait 


World’s Largest Automotive Dept. Store. Established in 1936 

































"Ping 
with low 
Give Exa 


No. 101 
ee 





like abo 
wide, 44 
Ne. 137. 

















Car that 
ntal Look. 
part 334” 
r. overall 
including 
off 7% 





SAVE UP 
i a a Bee,’ 


0 


NEW SEALED BEAM BULBS 
GIVES 25% MORE LICHT 


Throws light beam 100 
ft. farther on high 








eam. FoR cap in 
bulbs directs a 
where i needed 
pet pad also aie as 
a 


Note—Filament shield 


Note “spill” light 
eliminates stray up- 


which may become a 
curtain thru which 
driver cannot see 
cially in rain or fog. 
Completely interchangeable with present 
sealed beam lamps. Remove present bulb and 
replace no alteration necessary. 


6 Volt....Each $1.80 
12 Volt....Each 1.90 





No. 63— POSTPAID 
No. 111-POSTPAID 





100% waterproof heavy 3-ply rubber and 
made. Strongly 


car pe! Similar to factory original. Easy 
to install. Free illustrated installation manual 
with each top. Most 1950 and up cars. Use 
large windows. Large window tops can be 
supplied for all cars. For all popular cars 
1941 to 53 


Style “A” with small window. 
le “B"’ with large open view window. 
IMPORTANT WHEN ORDERING — Specify 
model 





exact year, f series, and passenger 

capacity. Choice of colors: Black or Tan. 

Specify which.) 

og rostrrain. $26.95 
POSTPAID 29. 95 





All Chrome Gear Shift Lever 


yvber ayy 


VEN Verve 
ap ron FORD AND MERCURY 7114 


@ One piec: 

@ Solid metal—withstonds herd usage 

@ Rich custom loo! 

@ Replaces original equipment without 
alteration 

a ———— broken knobs—rattle-stripped 


thre 


No. eae 40-53, Merc. 40-48 
No. 114—Ford 54-55 


FOSTPAID, each $3.95 


Highly Polished Aluminum 
CARBURETOR 
Cee AS EE 
p= fee hp 
plete wi 


screw: text 
A highly efficient 
iber that 
y mixes gas and 
air with volcanic force. 
Lowers the fuel-air 
temperature 50 to 60 
degrees, allowing the 
mixture to enter car- 
buretor before con- 
densation takes place. 
@ INCREASES — 








@ GREATER HORSE- 
POWER 


@ Eliminates “PING” 
Many owners report 
lete absence of 
* due to uniform fuel . een, even 
with Tow test fuel. Fi 
Give Exact Year, Model and ‘Make of Car. 


No. 101—Each POSTPAID $23.6 0 





Shown with 
Smootnee 
lite 


BEFORE 








CHROME PLATED “DRESS-UP” 


Air Conditioned 
VENT KIT 
rey Srean OFF 
REAR WINDOWS. 

Kit ~~ es 
hese ond fittings. 

@ Increases heat flow 


a. ag 
ec 
CoE cigarette. smoke 


with windows 
closed. 
No.108-Complete Kit. POSTPAID 








$8.79 
Chrome page og Conditioned Vents 
Makes cor Gir conditioned. 
Neo. 108 PAIR. POSTPAIO .. 


only 


' $4.29 





in Custom 
— Autos, 
les and 
ole ton 
rdy—L 
. Made of 
je steel. 
to fit alt 
ile tires. 


adapt to 
rake back. 


ga 
einforced 


ly protects 
overs— 
pack and 





t uphol- 





elastic of 
F and 


GE 








just the thing to 
odd 





like above with ““Motoramic” center. 2334” 


No. 137—POSTPAID 


Winged Bombsight 1955 
Chevrolet Grille Ornament 


Digger and wider 
to the cor. Fits any mesh or ye 
in also be used 





mm look. ey rrole 
22” 


No. 136—POSTPAID 














CHROME PLATED Aircraft type 
“3 Fl PARK RK PLUGS 
Outlests Ordinary Plugs 3 to 1 
ideal for High Compression 





Engines. Cus tom engineered for 

eac 

3 Point Gaeta: odes — “Lum. 
Aircraft type # insulators. 


ox” 
@ HIGH SPEED der et ae 
@ Hotter Sparks—Cools Quicker, 
@ More Miles Per Gallon 
Sizes for all cars. Give exact 
year, make and model when 
ordering. Stock No. 39 
POSTPA\ 89 
———_——— 
CHROME PLATED DUAL TAIL PIPE 


CONVERSION KITS 


UNIVERSAL 
FOR ALL 


Each Plug.... 





AIL PIPES For 
Dual tail pipe extensions come with adaptors 
to fit oll mufflers except Buicks and Cadil- 
lacs. Have built-in 18” rome exhaust ex- 
tension on each tail pipe. 
No. 1 PAID 


1955 Ford Rear Light Trim 
ted 


'e' 



















= ter 
lites. 
PosT- 
PAID 


Dock’ us up Ne. 134—Bottom 
Trim to match. 
$6.30 


$4.20 | rosrraio.. 


AUTO FABRIC SPRAY 
For a New Looking Car Interior 











Brightens and Freshens Faded a 
Fabrics—Gives That Smart NEW Look” 
12 ounce pressurized cans for use on headliner, 
door paneling and floor covering the job 
can be done in so little time it will amaze you 
ib off or t penetrates 

Does 





(Upholstery — be clean.) We rec- 
lamor Cleane: 
of all Papuler Colors. State Ist & 











2 
No. a vosteale” aa h $2.95 
FIBRE GLASS PACKED 
RACK TJ JP S 
buster tins 

Chrome Ad 
EXHAUST 

EXTENSION 


Ideal for cars that have mufflers that are too 
loud, or too noisy. Also mellows loud duals. 
Eliminates 50% of all present exhaust noises 
Scientifically tested and proven te work in all 
installations. 3” Diam., 10” Length. Eliminates 
Offensive Rackets, Packed with Fibreglas. 

Fits 1¥4” te 2%” tail pipes. Stote size, year, 

Ne. 67—POSTPAID. Each 








Quick Change HELPER SPRINGS 
or all — = Trucks 





le’ iis clthing. F — 


frame with eye bolts for stro. ~ sturdy 


ue & Gr Specify 





NEW! FOOT-OPERATED 
OVERDRIVE SELECTOR 


o Need to Tak 


eel to Operat 
Dash Light indicate 
wher verdrive is i 


verdrive efficiency & 
economy 
in Automatic Hill 





Can be used on all 
Overdrive. 


Shifting. Easy to install 


cars with Borg-Warner 


Complete with oll Parts & Instructions. 


No. 53—POSTPAID 





Non-Metallic 
New Motor Piston 
Worn Cy! 


i@ Prevents piston 


e Most effective a os andei 
seal eve 


thereby belt Tove 
Holes—That's All! One t 
cylinder car. 

]No. 80— POSTPAID 


Action for 
linders 


7 Prevent imetal-te to- antes contact, 


Prolon, 
’ Simply Coy ey Contents | Into a SS ae 
lor 


tech... $2.45 















, 





~ 


Tet 


if 


‘e 


point 
Snay 
rim 


No. 1as—srote Cor 
POSTPA 


1955 
Ford — Chevrolet 
DRESS UP OUTER 
HEADLAMP RIM 


§ Give your 1955 Ford or Gaowe- 

that Custom ik. 

ing chrome ploted die cast with 

ed trim. 

Naps on over presen 
Replaces reguior 


$4, 


holes to 


it headlite 
painted 


Gleam- 


drill 


99 








Chev.,-37-49. Buick Olds 
each POSTPA 


Longer spark plug life 
ter spark — complete 
Specify wah anv 


DUAL POINT PLATES 
ses seo TOP SPEED 
e-thrust Self aligning 
canny ‘Distributor 


combustion) 

Stock No. 14—Plymouth, Desote, | Dodge 
Chrysler POSTPAID ° 
Stock No. 46—49-53 Ford V8 f Merc—33-54 


G Pont.— 


$3.95 


95 





—Fast Service and 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 





Ford-Mer¢c Montclair DRESS UP 


Gives Montclair Look for all models. Com- 
plete kit with easy an we directions. 
Mol perfect ‘ation for contrasting 
color tone. Stainless steel for lasting beauty. 
State yeor, make and model. $ 

No. 112—POSTPAID, eoch........ 7.50 


FUEL PRESSURE REGULATOR 

Prevents Flooding, 
ve 

Stelling and Vapor 


For any make or 
model car. This - 
















—z 





s as 
caused by the fuel 
ree (pulsations and 


Stock No. 28 postrain $4.95 


HIGH COMPRESSION HEAD GASKETS 
EXTRA-THIN .020” SOLID COPPER 











shen .iteon. 
These copper gaskets are only .020" ~~ 
It is the same as milling heads .040° 

grill ag “hoos up” the motor to A 









zing accpleration.power id rile 
state exact year, make an model when order 
ing. (If car is Vs type two gaskets are fur- 


nished at no extra charge.) 

















Stock No. 21— POSTPAID $4.95 





For or, V8 ENGINES! frye a "aces —_ 

2 HOLLYWOOD Type M 

1 Dual Side Head io my > of Clamps. 
1 Dual Side Tail Pipe. Easy to follow instruc- 
jo 


ns. 
Dual flow installation eliminates 75% or 
— ma wey back pressure in existing stand- 


ment cars. Tests prove that t 
*INCREA SE HORSEPOWER as much as 
You get smoother—increased perform 
ance and better idling. All sets Custom Built 
for perfect fit. Easy to install 
Stock No. 87—For the following Cars: 
Year Car G Model 
53-55 
50-51 


ard 
sets 


23 
8 


guspeesserbssennt 


BUICK 
CADILLAC, except Convert 


except Convert 
FORD V8, all models 
to vee all models 
LINC 


OLDSMOBILE 
OLOSMOBILE 
INTIAC V8 














Y y 
‘yoo have Power 





EXHAUST HEADER AND 
DUAL MUFFLER SETS 








Orde 





DILLAC 
7958 CHEVRO 
a Dobeee 


Fe am 


. 
fi instructions 
18—For aaa follow’ 


wperr i in — way because they are:— 
. Gauge Steel. 


. Secgned' vith quaelet eure curves for easy 


flow of exhaust. 
© Ground Flanges tor perfect alignment 

ond leakproof installation. 
You can install this set in less time because 
it is made with special longated holes for 
_~ a Check our low prices — 


ALL ‘Weaben x. DUAL pares pees HAVE 
HOLLYWOOD Type Mi 





URY 


& MERCURY 










CHROME PLATEL 
NEW 1955 MODEL 












ars that new 54 G 55 
“Beautifully chrome 














form to. the cai 
Made for the following cars: — 
54-55 BUICK, Special st 54 iipewny 


& Centu: 
53-55 CHEVROLET 53-55 PLYMOUTH 
52.55 FORD 53-5 










4 PONTIAC 

No. 81—Specify exact year, moke & model 
or ordering. Our low price, 
eac! ° 























Brakes, Power Steering, Selndand or Auto- 
matic Transmission. 


mR | = 








DEEP TONE 
e ~ Gloss 
icked 





Increases horsepower, 
straight-thru construction, no 

no high pitch irritating noises, de 
non-offensive tones. Specify make and model 


increases gas mileage, 





$4.95 


car. 
Stock No. 37—POSTPAID 
















‘ORDER NOW! 


jiant eg page catalog, packed with over 
jutomy 





=| This gan 






you just want the catalog, send 
ly 25¢ to cover w pet of cargenr 2 and mailing 
= (refun on your first or 









USE THIS HANDY ORDER FORM — 






USE COUPON BELOW 


MAIL TODAY! 








'y loads 

a at the poner Be on your 

car or truck. 

@ Extra buoyancy. Spring 
action increases with the 
load. Extra strength. 

@ Extra safety 

@ 1500 Lb. Extra Capacity. 





Once on they can be in 
stalled or removed in 
jiffy quick change 
over from normal springs 
to heavy duty. Use quick 
change Helper Springs. Will 
fit all Y% ton_and 34 ton 
Pick-Up or Truck. Has 
Bronz jase—comes com- 
plete with all “U" bolts and 
special brackets. 100% 
Universal. Complete with 
Instructions. 
Chev. 37-55 DeS. .39-55 Nash 41-48 
‘ord §=636-48 Dod. 39-55 Merc. 49-55 
Linc’n 36-48 Ford .49-55 Olds. 36-55 
Merc. 36-4 Hi 35-55 Plym. 37-55 
Buick 39-55 Kaiser G Pont. 36-55 
Cad, 49-55 Fraz. 46-55 Pack. 38-55 
Chry. 39-55 Linc'n 49-55 Stude. 36-55 
Will's 40-55 








wide, 444"x544” center medolilion. 


1. WHITNEY & CO. 


1917 Archer Ave., Chicago 





ieee Yeor, Make and Model pend on 


* 84~ POSTPAID Per Set $14.95 





16, Ill. use Hanoy orveR stank > 


J. C. WHITNEY & CO. Dept. O26 


1917-19 Archer Ave. Chicago 16, Ill. Please ship following or: 
back g tee of 








~ Quantity Stock No. 


Description 


























1 Enclose 


on items not marked POSTPAID. 


Name. 


$C dt cover payment in full (or 25% deposit if C.0.D.) 
(NOTE: WE PAY POSTAGE on items marked POSTPAID when payment accompanies order. You pay shipping charges 
If C.0.D. order, enclose ot. least 25% deposit, pay balance plus shipping charges 


upon delivery.) 

















STATE . My car is a. Year, Model, No. of Cyl. 
Address 
oc sent Free with your 
coer if you want 
City. Zone. State Catalog only — Send 25c. 
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g SUPERCHARGER 


BIG...NEW... 










Get your copy of the BIG, NEW, 
SUMAR Illustrated Catalog .. . in 
Color. Tune-Up Hints, performance 
tips Plus, the very latest engine 
components and accessories. Send 
25c for yours NOW. 


SUMAR SPEED 


109 NORTH 7th STREET 


- llitan aie simu ais aed 





r 


CORVETTE TOP 


"Fibers Glas : 





You Corvette owners can 

now have that low, sleek look 
with this custom-built Fiber- 
gas Top. The present 

top remains on the car. No 
changes to make or holes to 
drill in the body. Five wing 
nut fasteners secure this 23-Ib. 
top in position. Top can be 
removed or put on in 30 
seconds. It comes in 3 Corvette 
colors, or in primer. Write. 


F.O.B. San Diego, Calif. 





WATCH THE SUMAR ENTRIES IN THE INDIANAPOLIS ‘'500"' 


PHONE C-8174 
DEPT. M 


Cleveland 14, Ohio 









Low cost . . . Quiet, no gears. 
Self-lubricated has its own 
oil reservoir that never needs 
changing. 

Variable speed drive for 
extra economy; universal ap- 
lication. Weighs just 24 
pounds. 

Easily, economically install- 


ed. 
WRITE FOR PRICES 
& DETAILS! 


Slog” 












EQUIPMENT & 


TERRE HAUTE, 


~ 
THE NEW LOOK IN TIRES | 
MARVEL-OUS COLOR 


Easy to apply—Paint it on—26 brilliant hues, in- 
cluding Silver, Gold and Yellow. Kit guaranteed 
to cover 5 tires. Marvel is not an ordinary paint. 
Years of research perfected it for rubber. 


1 Color Kit—$3.95 
4 Color Kit—$4.25 


Includes Primer 


Send Check a A By Dealer 
or : eb Inquiries 
Money Order 1623 St. Clair Avenue tontend 


TOP 
SCOTT'S 
SHOP 


1327 STATE STREET 
SAN DIEGO 1, CALIF. 











INDIANA 
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| 















2 Color Kit—$4.10 I 









continued from page 44 


More Whistle than Worth? 








st 
get from 3 to 4 miles to a gallon anf m 
we'll be using unbelievable quantities of § yz 
water, not all of which will find its wa § tr 
through the condenser to the reservoir § ps 
Let’s return to the claim about accel] se 
eration, now that our boiler is hot. “It js 
so flexible that it accelerates from 1 w§ D 
75 miles an hour in a few seconds.” [ff ch 
we swallow this statement we'd better be in, 
prepared to build our Doble a new bojl-§ th 
er. True, later models than our Ford Mu-§ ge 
seum specimen had larger water pump th 
and could supply water in great quantiy§ De 
to the boiler, but this statemeut stretches § dri 
our imagination. We can easily run it wf cot 
from 0 to 45 or even 50 mph and ruff cot 
fair competition with a 1953 Chevy off bu 
Ford, but let’s not press our luck. One§ ou 
when no one was looking I did accelerate Th 
from 0 to an indicated 60, but the pre-§ lik 
sure indicator was hiding in shame and§ me 
fear and the temperature needle wag bu 
beating a hasty path to the stop peg! 80 
For the sake of argument, I'll offer§ tho 
some rough estimates on acceleration. The spu 
Doble should make 30 mph in about 6 ( 
seconds, and 60 mph in about 35 seconds§ ste: 
with complete safety. The Lincoln. willf per 
reach 30 mph in about 9 seconds and 60§ Do 
mph in just about 40 seconds. qu 
An interesting sidelight to our road tes her 
is the curious stance the Doble takes when tle. 
it starts or stops. Because the engine is was 
integral with the rear axle and its onli out 
direct point of connection with the framef and 
is through a ball-and-socket torque hang§ abo 
er, the rear wheels have a tendency tf onl 
“walk” up to the front wheels when th exp 
throttle is first opened. This action give fror 
a giddy sensation to our back-seat passen§f stea 
gers as they rise gently up in the air. to 2 


The throttle of the Doble is a small E 


wheel mounted on top of the steering colf Do} 
umn within the circumference of th ing 
steering wheel. Many oldtime steam-ai den 
enthusiasts swear by the wheel-within-2f §j| 
wheel concept, but it takes a lot of get# we’l 

| ting used to by the floorboard pedal ad the 
herents. If we want to turn a corner ™ that 
the right and decelerate at the same time thro 
we must use an awkward “cross-control} Eye; 
method: we pull the steering wheel to th ¢cal« 
right and close the throttle wheel to th kero 
left. In heavy traffic, a novice Dobl@ fo; 
driver is gripped with panic. pres: 
One easily corrected shortcoming 0 Ww 

| | the 1923 Doble is the lack of a bypaif ing 
from the steam line to the engine exhaus§ agai, 
Because all steam cars are slow to reat ble 

| there is a natural tendency to feed ti tion. 
| engine more steam than it needs in heav§ ther, 
traffic when travel of only a few feet @ resyj 








required. The result is that when we stoj 
again, we've packed up steam at 750 ps 
all the way from the boiler to the piston 
The steam’s inexorable force tries 
move the piston and if our wait in tf 
fic is long, our brake won't hold us. 

At an early stage of my training in th 





orth? 


lon and 
tities of 
its way 
eservoir, 
It accel. 
“Tt is 
m 1 to 
nds.” If 
etter be 
ew boil. 
ord Mu- 
pumps 
quantity 
stretches 
un it Up 
and run 
hevv or 
k. Once 
ccelerate 
he pres- 
me and 
dle was 
eg! 
ll offer 
ion. The 
about 6 
seconds 
>In - will 


and 6( 


road test 
es when 
ngine is 
its only 
1e framé 
1e hang. 
lency 
hen the 
yn gives 
passe, 
- air. 


a smalll 


ring col: 
of th 
ream -Caf 
vithin-# 
of get 
edal ad 
yrner t 
ne time 
control 
>] to thi 








| to th 
Dobl 


ling @ 
. bypas 
ex haus 
O rea 
eed th 
n heay 
+ feet | 
we sto 
750 ps 
pistons 
ries 

in tral 
s. 
Z in tl 















gt of steam-car driving, I found myself 
in this precise dilemma—but with the 
steam valve partly stuck open to make 
matters worse! I solved it by moving the 
valve linkage pedal back and forth until 
trafic started moving again. Passersby 
paused to gape at the old-fashioned car 
seesawing silently back and forth. 

Now let’s take a look at the Lincoln. 
Despite the fact that it has a manual 
choke, spark advance, and a strange-look- 
ing stick protruding from the center of 
the floorboards with which to change 
gears, it’s a simple car to drive. It has 
the same rugged, top-heavy feel as the 
Doble. And like the Doble it does not 
drive itself but requires constant steering 
corrections. Our acceleration doesn’t 
compare with the Doble’s at low speeds, 
but we can run right up to 70 mph with- 
out fear of running out of boiler water. 
The noise level at this speed is not un- 
like the scream of a banshee, and a quick 
move into the Doble could bring nothing 
but relief. Our true top speed, just under 
80 mph, is equivalent to the Doble’s al- 
tho the Doble can go much faster in short 
spurts. 

Gas consumption for the Lincoln at a 
steady 60 mph is an amazing 13.6 miles 
per gallon, a little over twice that of the 
Doble. Our Lincoln will burn about one 
quart of oil every 300 to 400 miles, and 
here once again the Doble shows its met- 
tle. Properly tended, a Doble will never 
waste oil, even when the engine is worn 

Oil is pumped into the steam line 
and through the engine at the rate of 
about 1 gallon every 4000 miles! With 
only 20 moving parts, none of which are 
exposed to excessive heat or contaminants 
from incomplete combustion, the Doble 
steam engine can be expected to travel up 
to 200,000 miles without an overhaul. 

But cheer up, gas engine lovers. If our 
Doble stands for several days without be- 
ing used, we'll have to haul out the gar- 
den hose and take 10 or 15 minutes to 
fill the boiler. Every few thousand miles 
we'll have to drain the water reservoir of 
the thick, gummy residue of engine oil 
that finds its way back from the engine 
through the condenser and into the tank. 
Every 20,000 miles we should wash the 
scale and sediment out of the boiler with 
kerosene or gasoline. Each time we stop 
for fuel, we'll have to pump our fuel 
pressure up to 8 pounds again. 

With all these difficulties, it’s surpris- 
ing that so much criticism directed 
against the steam car today is irresponsi- 
ble and based on myth or misinforma- 
tion. Boiler explosions were a rarity, and 
there is not one on record that didn’t 
result from incredible mishandling or an 
attempt to break a speed record by tying 
down the safety valve. When the famous 
Fred Marriott nearly lost his life in 1907, 
he was traveling at better than 180 mph 
in a special Stanley steamer. Altho the 
boiler was stressed to more than twice 
the standard pressure, it was a rut and 





not a boiler explosion that did the dam- 
age. In fact, the boiler did not burst its 
seams until the car landed upside down. 

Even at that, the Stanley boiler was 
much more dangerous than the modern 
water tube type, used in the Doble. The 
Stanley brothers’ boiler was a big cylinder 
with pipes running through it from bot- 
tom to top, and it concentrated a large 
volume of steam in a small space. 

The burner, underneath the boiler, 
forced heat up through the tubes, which 
were surrounded with water. The water 
tube boiler, which spreads the steam’s 
volume over a long, spiral pipe, is in- 
comparably superior and it just cannot 
explode. If a seam, weld, or weak spot 


gives way, the pressure is high but the 
volume is so low that there is little danger 
of being scalded even if you're nearby. 

Another frequent criticism of the steam 
car is that you must have an engineer's 
license to drive it. The steam car was lit- 
tle more complicated than a conventional 
automobile, even in the Doble’s day, and 
today it could be far simpler. 

But unfortunately, many of the steam 
car manufacturers’ claims were just as ir- 
responsible as those of its detractors, and 
perhaps for this very reason, we have no 
steam cars today. Doble came the closest 
to building the ideal steam car, but even 
his product was a poor match for the 
competition. —Lee Case, Jr. 





‘Auto Discount SALE: 


NEW SUPER DELUXE WHITE SIDEWALL KIT 
Change your blackwall tires to pure-white 
sidewalls permanently with these 100% 
pure latex rubber rings. They won’t come 
off at any s ed, in any weather—hitting 
curbs won't loosen them. Anyone can apply 
properly by following simple directions. 
Super deluxe kit contains 4 whitewall rings, 
special adhesive, brush, roller, sandpaper, 
instruction sheet. Special price only $8.50 
(with 5 rings, $10.50). Item #1€¢. 








LOUVERED FLARE FENDER SKIRTS 
All of heavy-gauge steel, with concealed rubber liner. 
Precision louvered, lever locking, primed for finish 


lasts forever! 


LIFETIME OIL FILTER 
Porous bronze element 


engine life by removing 








peers a CONTINENTAL KITS 
te with all parts f installation. 
Increases S make, model year ot oor, end tive sine. 

lem #8E aa xe Kit—Item ' at 


paint. Available for: (specify): = — —- 49-5 $42.85 52-55Ford.Ct nah $79 
in mm soak out ad- . 

36-55 Ford 35-54 Olds 35-54 Ply 50-53 Buick ditives. Os. guaran. 53-55 Pont... 49.50 52-54 Merc. . nse 
39-54 Mere (except 98) 35-54 DeSoto 35-55 Nash Conv. -.$6.95 Ppd. 1955 Olds 57.50 53-55 Ply, ves 89.75 
36-55 Chev 35-54 Pont 35-54 Chrys 52-55 Willys (most aamb Item # 5C 1955 Buick $7.50 53-55 Olds 99.75 
35-52 Stude 35-52 Dodge 35-41 Buick 46-49 Kaiser Full-flow....$11.95 Pea 1955 Mere 57.50 51-55 Buick | 99.75 
Louvered Skirts............ $16.95 (reg. $22.95) Item ¢2e (Specify) Item # 6c. 1955 Ply 57-50 52-55 Linc . 99.75 
Deluse Skirts... 0... .c.c.. 11.95 (reg. $17.50) Item #3¢ FOMP. newt —-= ge ak aaa Gee 
| re 6.90 (reg. $12.50 gs optional— 0 

' - we ) teem #48 All prices TO% to 8 to Gom _-* regular retail oo ond 








McRAY PROTECTO ROD 
End radiator troubles for- 





CHROME METALLIC ELEC. TRUNK, HOOD KIT 


Open trunk or hood by 


Orga Fe e ssagy SSR MOMS Serie Metoy ee See te llgy puking ach ate 

41- 3.98 tecto Rod. Rids radiators Les with this easily installed 

(except conv.) 33.95 antl 1Cad- and motor blocks of rust pe od finish kit. Comes complete with 

Items #11E we DUAL EXHAUST and scale, keeps cooling as well as beautifies. Solenoid, cable, wire, 

54- = od Ford & car listed. Ford are system clean all year = Ly y — push button switch, all 

“ero . Foi i i iency  e©as a on an: . 

40.50 OR ays UTE GHERMEOS oryears.Notafecred'by faunce: Weatiee "> ity teunk or hood Tit 

55 i ers (includin: e » 
51:55 Stude ggg 825-95-Item #158. = cag solutions. ft. ‘long. item #178 Item # 18B 

lem Chrome Trunk or Hood Kit: $6.75 

Add ‘7 $2.00 cach for 1 lass pack b aliens | ( ). Special Price: $1.95 Ppd. Ppd. (Reg. 84. 00) (Regular Price: $9.95) 


ina full amount and we pay postage on items marked Ppd.; ethers FOB Les Angeles. 25% deposit on COD's. All items Money-Back Guaranteed. 


ATTENTION: AUTO DISCOUNT CARD — Don't forget 
to take your additional discount as 

pany or lor eammple, Item ag t Sidiewell kit) means you are 

entitled to additional discount “‘C” listed on your discount card 

wi 


1F YOU DON'T HAVE AN AUTO DISCOUNT CARD, you are 

discounts on leading p Check the proper box on 
the coupon, enclose another Pails ($1 .00), and you'll receive 
your a ae additional savings on this order as well 
as on future orders. 


AUTO DISCOUNT CO. 


6300-67 San Fernando Rd. 1529-61 Victory Bivd. 
Glendale 1, Calif. Glendale 1, Calif. 





Auto Discount Co., 1529-6T Victory BI., Glendale, Calif. 











Please rush me the items circled: 

1C 2C 3C 4A SC 6C 7C BE 9G 108 TNE 126 138 148 15E 16A 178 108 
My car is: Make. SS eee 
Name. 

Address. 

City. Zone. State. 





0 Full payment enclosed; $_______( Calif. buyers add 3%) 
Oo $ —deposit (25%) enclosed, balance COD. 








© Send Discount Card ($1.00 (] My Discount Card is Number 
I have taken 


enclos¢d), and po ha me 
s) on above ~ my additional discounts on 
order. 
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Forsaking all others in the far distance, modern classic Chrysler 300 firmly establishes claim as fastest U.S. stock car (128 mph) 


OUT OF NEW YORKER, BY IMPERIAL comes the 
thoroughbred Chrysler 300. A combination of the 2 
cars, it has the 126-inch wheelbase of the New Yorker, 
the engine of both (but boosted to 300 hp, whence its 
name), the front-end styling of the Imperial, and rear- 
end treatment like the New Yorker. In all, it adds up to 
a distinctive-looking package that’s more Italian in flavor 
than anything else in the entire Chrysler Corp. line. 
Even back-up lights and rear-view mirrors were left off 
the optional list “. . . because the car was made to look 
as clean as possible”! In this it’s easy to see the deft 
fingers of Virgil Exner, chief stylist. 

There’s something quite strange about this car— 
something that’s difficult to put into words: the sound, 
the feel, the looks of it set it pretty much apart from the 
run-of-the-mill Detroit product. It feels somewhat like a sports 
car, an airplane, a boat. You're not in an ordinary vehicle when 
you're in the 300. 

At the Chrysler factory’s suggestion, I picked up a just-broken- 
in 300 from our neighbors on Hollywood Blvd., Mel Alsbury, 
Inc., dealers in Chryslers and Plymouths. It was a fiery red job 
(what they call Tango Red), had natural cowhide leather, and 
one of the 4 optional gear ratios, 3.54 to 1. (Standard ratio is 
3.36; the others are 3.54, 3.73, 3.91, 4.1.) My 1st impression 
of the car was its fineness, my 2nd that its rough idle (due 
to the full-race camshaft) indicates the car was not meant for 
ordinary use. My guess is that it’s pointed for the Run to the 
River (apologies to Bill Quivey), come the next one. And it 
should do well in Mexico. So far it’s done pretty well in compe- 
tition, what with knocking off the fastest speed of 127.58 mph 
at Daytona during NASCAR's recent Speedweek, and winding 
up with a 1-2 win in the Grand National stock car 160-miler 
that same week. 

What makes this car go so well? Mainly its 300-hp engine 
that revs higher (it develops its peak at 5200 rpm, or 600 rpm 
higher than stock), that sucks in more fuel (thru 2 4-barrel 
carbs) and breathes better (thru valve openings of longer dura- 


CHRYSLER 300 


_tion and dual exhausts). Its engine is set up so that it provides 


most of its punch at the upper end; surprisingly, we didn’t get 
lots of improvement acceleration-wise at the lower end. R. 
Rodger, chief engineer, Chrysler Division, tells me that the 


52 MOTOR TREND/JUNE 1955 





“. . . low speed performance improvement results from use of a 


higher stall speed torque converter . . . Additional breathing 
capacity of the 300 engine begins to make itself felt at about 
2500 rpm ... A full range of axle ratios has been made avail- 
able so that the high performance potential of the engine can 
be realized at various car speeds depending upon the uses to 
which an individual owner puts this machine.” 
Another interesting point that Rodger pointed out was that 
. the special construction high speed tires used on the 300 
are also effective in increasing performance. This improvement 
results from a lower horsepower absorption from each tire, par- 
ticularly noticeable at speeds above 70 mph. The total hp 
improvement resulting . . . can be as much as 25 at 100 mph.” 


a mic 
Here’s what the 300 did, compared to the New Yorker. fon to 
Condition New Yorker 300 Ww 
Standing start %4-mile 18.0 (79 mph) 17.6 (82 mph) } Ponti 
0-60 mph 10.8 : 10.0 hp jo 
30-50 mph 3.9 4.0 Los , 

50-80 mph 9.9 9.3 





From about 60 mph on up is where the 300 really began to 
move. At about 100 mph the car was still accelerating; it kep 
on going right up to 128.6 mph. I believe that a car with 
3.36 axle, tuned to a hairline sharpness, would turn over 13 
mph. And what is that good for—except Mexico? 

With its firmer suspension the 300 sets itself up for corne’ 
better than its brothers. There’s still body lean going into shar 
turns, but the driver doesn’t worry about it because he’s got t 
wheel to hang onto. Since this 300 had power steering, it had 
much more response (albeit no feel) to the driver’s touch th 
the standard steering system. (Power steering overall ratio 
16.2, with 3% turns lock to lock; standard steering is 20. 
ratio and 5% turns.) 

Ease of handling is certainly there. In this car I had an ama 
ing feeling of smallness, yet had all the security of a big car. It’s 
simple to whip around in traffic. You can see out wonderfully 
in all directions, including being able to see the road just a fev 
short feet ahead of the down-sloping hood. 

Last month we said about the New Yorker, “Where is today’ 
counterpart to the truly glamorous cars of the past?” (Meaning 
the old classic Imperials and the Airflow.) I believe the answer 
is here, in the Chrysler 300. 
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WHEN THE PONTIAC WAS 
ANNOUNCED, there was no 
indication that there would la- 
ter be a power package, but fol- 
lowing the general line of thought 
(not only of General Motors but 
of other manufacturers as well) it 
was a fair guess that there would 
be a hop-up kit soon. Just as we 
went to press with our test of the 
"55 Pontiac (Mar. 55) the factory 
announced a 4-barrel carb that 
could be’installed for an extra $35, 
boosting the advertised hp to 200 
(from 180). Then, as now, there 
has been no public talk about dual 
exhausts—this I feel will come as 
a mid-year option, or it could be an option 
on top of a standard 4-barrel carb for 56. 
What does the 4-barrel do for the 55 
Pontiac? To find out, | picked up a 200- 
hp job from Savage-Haldeman, downtown 
Los Angeles Pontiac dealers. We figured 


PONTIAC 200-HP 





Pontiac is 











© 





Difference between standard and 200-hp 


in carburetors, manifolds 


Abasic New Yorker power plant, 300’s engine gains 50-hp boost 
from hard tappets, full-race cam. There are 4 optional axles 


JOE MOORE 


AL KIDD 


that (as with most powerpack jobs) the 
biggest performance improvement would 
be in acceleration, so after a weekend drive 
to sort of feel it out, I took it to our local 
drag strip and there hooked up the 5th 
wheel and electric speedometer. 

In feel, the 200-hp Pontiac is pretty 
much like the stock 2-barrel car except 
when you force the throttle wide open. At 
that time there’s an induction roar that 
isn’t noticeable with the lesser-powered 
engine. You definitely get more of a kick 
in the back than before. Upshifts of the 
Hydra-Matic are accompanied with a lurch 
(a peculiarity of this particular transmis- 
sion) under full throttle. 

The best acceleration times came from 
shifting this hopped-up version the same 
way we did the stock job. That is, start in 
D-3 for a low gear start, shift to LO, stay- 
ing in 2nd up to 43-44 mph, shifting 
back to D-3 to catch 3rd gear (instead of 
allowing the transmission to automatically 





Glamorous aura surrounds car that attracts bystanders. Exter- 
nal differences from other Chryslers seem slight, mean much 





upshift to D-4 at around 47 mph, bypass- 
ing 3rd). Shifting this way for the stand- 
ing start runs, and: flooring the throttle 
while cruising in D-4 for the high-speed 


runs, resulted in the following times: 

Condition 180-hp 200-hp 
Standing 19.7 19.0 

start '4-mile (70mph) (74 mph) 
0-30 mph 4.4 4.0 
0-60 mph 13.8 £257 
10-30 mph a | 3.0 
30-50 mph 6.2 5.8 
50-80 mph 17.4 15.3 


You'll note that most of the improve- 
ment is in the upper speed ranges, with a 
fair amount at lower speeds. If it wasn’t 
for today’s highly competitive market, this 
performance increase could have been 
saved for ‘56. The improvement from 
180 hp to 200 hp is about the same as 
from ’54 to stock ’55. If I knew how to 
say “3 cheers for competition” in several 
different languages, I would. 





Start of acceleration run with powerpack Pontiac looks impressive, but results 
showed gains almost entirely at higher end (for passing safety), some at low speed 
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O.F.Y, morors 


SALES — INSTALLATIONS 


@CADS @ OLDS @ FORDS & MERCS 

@ AND ALL OTHERS 

We have good USED—LOW MILEAGE O.H.V. 
motors an tic tr issions, CONVERT 
YOUR OLDER MOTOR TO A LATE O.H.V. SEND 
FOR LISTING (B). Please only request it when 
ready to deal—as our stocks move in and out 
rapidly—current listings made up periodically. 


 @ OHV Motors @ Adaptors eStrokers, Etc. 

= CUSTOM 
CLUB 

PLATES 


e HOW TO 
ORDER 

e HOW TO 
FORM YOUR 
OWN CLUB 
@ PRICES, 
SPECS, 
DATA 


REQUEST 
FREE LISTING 
LISTING (A). 


SHELL’S 
CUSTOM 
CLUB 
PLATES are 
the FINEST. 
We know 
there are 
cheaper— 
but none 


better. 
PROUD CLUBS DISPLAY SHELL CUSTOM CLUB 
PLATES—send NOW for listing (A). 
SHELL 2:2. 
MUFFLER SHOP 
11726 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles 25, Calif. 
PH. GR 7-8283, open 8-5 































DANGER! 


CARBON MONOXIDE 
ESCAPING 








YOURSELF 
Press On 








SETS LIKE 
A WELD! 






MUFFLER-SEAL makes all mufflers and 
pipes “Gas Tite” and Safe! Af garages, 
auto supplies, hardware stores! 









"Be ics: slightly higher in Canadaf™ 
HOUDAILL 50-50 ACTION FORD 


J alelet GN: t-te] i-1 3-1-4 














Ideal for °28-48 Fords. Insures excellent road- 
ability and control at all speeds. Guaranteed for 
12,000 miles or 1 year. Just $10.50 each ppd. 
Specify Ford model and wheel locations. 


PIONEER SHOCK ABSORBER SERVICE 
700 No. Prairie Ave., Hawthorne 2, Calif. 
Dealer inquiries invited. 
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continued from page 20 


‘55 Packard Custom Clipper 


armrest hard to lower or raise. Level ride 
even more apparent here. No special lux- 
ury features. Interior bright and durable. 


ECONOMY AND EASE 
OF MAINTENANCE 


Fuel economy: Not up with best, tho 
car's new-found power undoubtedly pulled 
down our tank average by tempting us to 
accelerate faster than an owner might. 
Gas mileage more to be expected from 
very big car, but note that engine is bigger 
than in any except other Packards. Newly 
developed Mobilgas Special used. 


Is the car well put together? Yes, with 
only usual minor new-car complaints. In 
test car they took form of a sticking 
glove compartment door, ashtrays that re- 
fused to stick but eagerly came out alto- 
gether, a very stiff rear door lock. 


How did it hold up? Ultramatic reluctant 
to shift after severe acceleration tests; 
this did not last. Car felt solid at end of 
test, after being subjected to barrage of 
bumps and dips that no car without an ad- 
vanced suspension system would have been 
called on to face. 


Servicing: Not as much of a hood-full 
as many a modern V8, Packard’s new en- 
gine has an easy-to-reach dipstick for the 








owner who likes to keep an eye on thin 
himself; he can also remove his spar 
plugs with comparative ease. Biggest 
vantage is that noted in description | 
new engine: minimization of need 
service thru design engineers’ attention y 
carbon buildup and ignition problems, 
—Pete Molson 


GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS 


ENGINE: Ohv V8. Bore 4.0 in. Stroke 3.5 in. Stro 
bore ratio 0.875:1. Compression ratio 8.5:1. Dj 
placement 352 cu. in. Advertised bhp 245 @ 
rpm. Bhp per cu. in. 0.70. Piston travel @ 
bhp 2683 ft. per min. Max. bmep 152.1 psi. 
torque 355 Ibs.-ft. @ 2400-2800 rpm. 


DRIVE SYSTEM: STANDARD transmission is 3-sp 
synchromesh using helical gears. RATIOS: Ist 2.4} 
2nd 1.59, 3rd 1.00, reverse 3.15. AUTOMATIC 
transmission is Ultramatic, 4-element torque 
verter with planetary gears and direct drive abo 
15-55 mph, depending on throttle position. RATIOS 
Drive, torque converter only and 1.00 (direct dri 
or, at separate quadrant position, 1.82 x conv 
ratio, torque converter only and 1.00. Low, 1 
x converter ratio. Reverse, 1.63 x converter ratio, 
Maximum converter ratio at stall 2.9. OVERDRIVE 
tr ission is standard shift with planetary geon 
RATIO: 0.7. 

REAR-AXLE RATIOS: Standard 3.9; Ultramatic 3.23 
Overdrive 3.9. 


DIMENSIONS: Wheelbase 122 in. Tread 60 in. fro 


2 


































and rear. Wheelbase/tread ratio 2.03:1. Overall 
width 78 in. Overall length 214.8 in. Overall 
height 62 in. Turning diameter 43 ft. (41 with 





power steering). Turns lock to lock 434 (3% 
power steering). Test car weight, weight/bhp ratio, 
and weight distribution will appear next month 
Tire size 7.60 x 15 (tubeless). 


PRICES: (Including suggested retail price at main 
factory, federal tax, and delivery and handling 
charges, but not freight.) CLIPPER DELUXE 4-door 
sedan $2586. CLIPPER SUPER 4-door sedan $2686, 
hardtop $2776. CLIPPER CUSTOM 4-door 
$2926, hardtop $3076. 


ACCESSORIES: Ultramatic $199, overdrive $110, 
radio $102, heater $80, power steering $115, po 
brakes $40, power seat $70, power windows $10 
air conditioning $647. 
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55 Hudson Hornet 


go about checking usual items, even 
though, more often than not, this was first 
°55 Hudson they had encountered. Major 
overhaul would definitely require engine 
removal, but that shouldn’t be a problem 
for many years to come with this engine’s 
excellent durability potential. Then too, 
of course, most new-car prospects in this 
day and age don’t plan to keep a car very 
many years. 


SUMMING UP 


The ‘55 Hudson Hornet is a transi- 
tion piece, and, as such, a very interesting 
hank of machinery. We talked to a num- 
ber of loyal Hudsonites who traded in 
their “step-down” cars on the new one. 
They seem pretty well satisfied as a whole, 
pointing out that they now have a great 
increase in “liveability” without sacrificing 
much roadability. Too early to predict 
depreciation problems, but there is no 
real reason to expect a drastic change in 
relatively high 1st-year cost of owning a 
Hudson. This should be balanced against 
pleasures of owning a cleverly engineered 
car whose duplicate you won’t meet go- 
ing around every corner. 





GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS 


ENGINE: Ohv V8. Bore 3.81 in. Stroke 3.50 in) 
Stroke/bore ratio 0.913:1. Compression ratio 7.8 
1 (current engines 8.25 to 1). Displacement 
cu. in. Advertised bhp 208 @ 4200 rpm. Bhp 
cu. in. 0.65. Piston travel @ max. bhp 2450 
per min. Max. bmep 141.4 psi. Max. torque 
Ibs -ft. @ 2000-2600 rpm. 





DRIVE SYSTEM: STANDARD transmission is Ultro 
matic, 4-element torque converter with planetary§ 
gears and direct d-ive above 15-55 mph, de 
pending on throttle position. RATIOS: Drive, toroue 
converter only and 1.00 (direct drive) or, at separated 
quadrant position, 1.82 x converter ratio, toraue 
converter only and 1.00. Low, 1.82 x converte 
ratio. Reverse, 1.63 x converter ratio. Maximum 
converter ratio at stall 2.9 @ 1650 rpm. 


REAR-AXLE RATIO: 3.54. 


DIMENS'ONS: Wheelbase 121.25 in. Tread 59.5 in. 
front, 60.5 in rear. Wheelbase/tread ratio 2.02:1. 
Overall width 78 in. Overall length 209.25 in. Ov. 
eral! height (empty) 62.25 in. Turning diameter 4 
ft..8 in. Turns lock to lock 4.6 (4.3 power steering). 
Test car weight 3925 Ibs. Test car weight/bhp ratio 
18.9:1. Weight distribution 58% front, 42% reat. 
Tire size 7.10 x 15 (tubeless). 
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PLAST 


PRICES: (Including suggested retail price at mainj How 
factory, federal tax, and delivery and handling car bi 


charges, but not freight.) SUPER 4-door sedan 
$2825. CUSTOM 4-door sedan $3015, hardtop $3145. 
(6-cylinder models $160 less.) 


















ACCESSORIES: Ultramatic standard, radio $98, 
heater $77, power steering $140, power bra 
$39, power windows $128, air conditioning (w 
heater) $395. 
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HIGH FIDELITY 
How to enjoy the best in mu- 
sic reproduction at lowest 
cost; how to install your 
own system with simple tools. 
















SKINDIVER’S MANUAL 
First how-to-do-it book on 
skindiving. Complete guide to 
skindiving locations, equip- 
ment hints, etc. 


CUSTOM CARS 
A treasury of ideas and meth- 
ods of customizing; most pop- 
ular methods of restyling illus- 
trated, with estimated costs. 


HOT ROD ANNUAL 

is Ultt} How to build hot rods and 
alanetani how to make them go. 1955 
edition includes latest official 
separate drag strip time records. 
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| am enclosing, @ 85c each, §............ Please send me the 
following books as indicated: 
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MOTOR TREND 
AUTOMOTIVE YEARBOOK 
Specifications and photos of 
all stock cars of the world, 
first time under one cover. 


PLASTIC CARS 

at maint How to design and build a 
ond tar body from plastics; com- 
, $3145) Plete manual with illustra- 
tions of latest Fiberglas cars. 
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° Watch for these great new books on your newsstand or send 85¢ direct to: 


(wit TREND INC., 5959 Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles 28 
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FREE! NEW DOG BONE 
10-Way Wrench! 


Actually a complete set of 10 
Box and Socket Wrenches in 
one wrench! Fits almost EVERY 
SIZE square or hexagonal nut 
or bolt. % to 9/16 inch! 
Perfect for home, car, office, 
factory, shop, aboard boats, 

ete. Every home owner, hob- 

byist, mechanic or machin- 
ist needs one. Even if you 












sensational ‘‘Dog- 
Bone” for that one 
that’s always lost or 
mislayed. Made of 
finest Tempered 
Tool Alloy Steel 
with shaped, 
rust-proofed, 
reinforced I 


Square or Hexagon 
Stop searching for a 
mislayed wrench! With 
a new ‘“‘Dog-Bone”’ in 
your tool box, you'll have 


Beam. Solid that nut or bolt tightened 
one-piece or loosened in a 
construc- 
tion. FREE OFFER! 
To introduce this amazing wrench, 
aw you get one ABSOLUTELY FREE 
of extra charge! Send just 98¢ 
WRITE for one wrench, and we'll rush 
FOR you a second wrench FREE. You 
get 2 wrenches in al! for only 98¢! 
FREE Rush 


Money Back Guarantee! 
order, supplies limited. 


TOOL MART— Dept. DW-32, Box 881, St., Louis, Mo. 


pecd- hile 200,000 
200.000 ” 
FOR SAFETY AT HIGH SPEEDS 
Special Sealed-Beam air - 
plane landing light unit. 
Five times brighter than 
headlights yet only 534” 
diameter by 34" deep. 









20 w. 
Available only from: _ 6 or 12 Volt. 
CHARLES E. KING & CO. 


980 W. CHICAGO AVE. CHICAGO 22,1 


DON'T DRILL the manifold! 


Use a HI-VACUUM CARBURETOR 
FLANGE to install your 
VALVE OILER « WATER INJECTOR 
VACUUM GAUGE ¢ VACUUM HORN 
Send $2.00, make & model car to: 


FLANGES 
P. 0. Box 526, Burbank, Calif. 














REAR DECK LATCH KIT 

A great aid to smoothing off your 
rear trunk deck lid. Allows open- 
ing trunk from inside just as late 
model hood releases. Kit includes 
easy installation instructions. Or- 
dinary hand tools can do the job. 
MK 101 Ford '36-'49, Merc '39-'48 
MK 102 Ford '50-'54, Merc '50-'54 
MK 104 All General Motors '49-’54 
POWER THIN HEAD GASKETS 
Extra thin .020 Copper or 
Aluriinum—effective as Mill- 
ing Heads . . . More power 
the easy way. Quick, Safe, 
Low Cost, More Acceleration 
& Mileage. Precision made. 
State year, — . of 
; cylinders when ordering. 
Alum. postpaid....$4.95 pair included on V8 engines 
Copper postpaid ..$6.95 no extra cost. 


CUSTOM GRILLES FOR ‘49-'51 FORD 
Here it is! The one and only . 
Custom liner grille, nothing 
like it anywhere. Styled and 
Engineered for the '49-'50-'51 
Ford. Replaces original! Easy 
to install, massive chrome finish. Many others 
special order. Postpaid to you. Only.......... $21 


DROPPED AXLES—'28 THRU ‘48 FORDS 




















on 
95 














"DLaO" TOMER SPECIAL 





(Others on special order. Please inavire) 
Diego Dropped Axle outright, no exch., $21.95 plus frt 
Zimmer Sol. Axie outright, no exch... .$28.95. plus frt. 


BIG! NEW! Power, Speed and Hot Rod Catalo 


oe oe 8 VAIL COUPON @ @ La 
F. —. ZIMMER CO., Dept. 1-6-55 
16420 Ventura Bivd., Encino, Calif. 
Mail $1 for regular lists and immediate 
delivery of giant catalog illustrating 1000's 












of hot rod and custom items! RUSH! 
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continued from page 34 
BG to Imported Cars 
AC 


A.C. Cars, Ltd. 
High Street, Thames Ditton 
Surrey, Englan 
PRICES: Ace 2-pass. rdstr. $3800; Aceca 4-pass. 
2-dr. cpe. $4500. 
DISTRIBUTOR: Michell & Pauli, La Brea & SI 


FIAT 

Fiat, S.P.A. 

Corso 1V Novembre 300 

Turin, Italy 

PRICES: 1100TV 4-dr. sed. $2200. 
DISTRIBUTORS: Columbia Motor Co., 245 W. 56h 
St., New York 19, N.Y.; Ernie McAfee Engineering 
Co., 8363 Sunset Bivd., Los Angeles, Calif. 


FORD 
Ford Motor Co., Ltd. 
D. hb 





Bivd., Los Angeles, Calif. 


ALFA ROMEO 

Alfa Romeo S.P.A. 

Milano, Ital 

PRICES: Giuletta 2-dr. 2-pass. cpe. $3000-$3500, 
1900S not listed. 

DISTRIBUTOR: Ernie McAfee Engineering Co., 8363 


Sunset Bivd., Los Angeles, Calif. 


ARNOLT-BRISTOL, ARNOLT-MG 

S. H. Arnolt, Inc. 

415 E. Erie St. 

Chicago 11, Ill. 

PRICES: Arnolt-Bristol 2-pass. competition rdstr. 
$3995, 2-pass. dix. rdstr. $4995; Arnolt-MG cpe. 
$2995, conv. $3745. 

DISTRIBUTORS: S. H. Arnolt, Inc., 415 E. Erie St., 
Chicago 11, Ill.; Rootes Motors, Inc., 9830 W. Pico 
Bivd., Los Angeles 35, Calif. 


ARMSTRONG SIDDELEY 

Armstrong Siddeley Motors, Ltd. 
Parkside, Warwicks 

Coventry, England 

PRICES & DISTRIBUTORS: Write factory. 


ASTON MARTIN 

Aston Martin, Ltd. 

Hanworth Park 

Feltham, Middlesex, England 

PRICES: DB2-4 conv. cpe. $6245, cpe. $5995. 
DISTRIBUTOR: Peter Satori, 325 W. Colorado St., 
Pasadena, Calif. 


AUSTIN, AUSTIN-HEALEY 

Austin Motor Co., Ltd. 

Northfield, Warwicks 

Birmingham, England 

PRICES: Austin A30 Seven sed. $1095, A40 conv. 
$1995, A50 Cambridge 4-dr. sed. $1895; Austin- 
Healey 100 rdstr. $2985, 100S rdstr. $4995. 
DISTRIBUTORS: Gough Industries, Inc., 819 E. Ist 
St., Los Angeles, Calif.; Schmidt Motor Sales, 3527 
N. Western Ave., Chicago, IIl.; Falvey Sales & Serv- 
ice, 22600 Woodward Ave., Detroit, Mich.; Imperial 
Car Distributors, 215 Academy St., Hampton, Va.; 
Sterling Distributors, Inc., 2200 Ross Ave., Dallas, 
Texas; Continental Cars, Ltd., 273 De Baliviere St., 
St. Lovis, Mo.; Royston Motors, 561 N. 20th St., Phil- 
adelphia, Pa.; Ship & Shore, Inc., 701 S. Flagler 
Ave., W. Palm Beach, Fla.; Crandall Hicks Co., 910 
Commonwealth St., Boston, Mass.; British Motor Car 
Distributors, 1800 Van Ness Ave., San Francisco. 


BENTLEY 

Bentley Motors, Ltd. 

Nightingale Road, Derby 

London, England 

PRICES: Mark VI 4-dr. sed. $10,930; Continental 
4-dr. sed. $17,200. 

DISTRIBUTORS: J. S. Inskip, Inc., 24 E. 54th St., 
New York, N.Y.; Gough Industries, Inc., 819 E. Ist 
St., Los Angeles, Calif. 


BORGWARD 

Carl F. W. Borgward, G.M.B.H. 
Bremen-Sebaldsbruck, Germany 

PRICES: Isabella $2350. 

DISTRIBUTOR: Fergus Motors, Inc., 290 Park Ave., 
New York 17, N.Y. 


CITROEN 

Andre Citroen, S.A. 

117, Quai de Javel 

Paris 15, France 

PRICES: 2CV 4-dr. 4-pass. sed. $1190; 11 Light 4-dr. 
4-pass. sed. $2275; 11 Large 4-dr. 5-pass. sed. $2475. 
DISTRIBUTORS: Citroen Cars Corp., 683 5th Ave., 


New York 22, N.Y.; Citroen, Inc., 8423 Wilshire 
Bivd., Los Angeles, Calif. 

DKW 

Auto Union G.M.B.H. 

Ingoldstadt 

Schrannestrasse 3, Germany 

PRICES: Sonderklasse 2-pass. conv. $2862; 2-dr. 


4-pass. sed. $2148; 4-pass. dix. cpe. $2226; 4-pass. 
stn. wgn. $2301. 

DISTRIBUTOR: Art Zwebell, 4028 Lankershim Bivd., 
N Hollywood, Calif. 


DORETTI 

Swallow Coach Builders Co., Ltd. 

Walsall, England 

PRICES: Rdstr. $2905. 

DISTRIBUTORS: Standard-Triumph Motor Co., Ltd., 
99 Park Ave., New York 16, N.Y.; Cal-Sales, Inc., 
1957 W. 144th St., Gardena, Calif.; Southeastern 
Motors, Inc., 1939 Harrison St., Hollywood, Fla. 


FERRARI 

Automobi'i Ferrari 

Modena, Italy 

PRICES: 250 Europa 2-pass. rdstr. not listed; 375 
America 2-pass. rdstr. not listed. 

DISTRIBUTOR: Same as Alfa Romeo. 


Essex, England 

PRICES: Anglia 2-dr. sed. $1445; Prefect 4-dr 
sed. $1545; Consul 4-dr. sed. $1695, conv. $1995, 
Zephyr 4-dr. sed. $1895, conv. $2135; Zephyr Zo. 
diac dix. 4-dr. sed. $2195; power-operated top on 
convertibles $160 extra. 

DISTRIBUTORS: Selected Ford dealers thruout US 


HILLMAN 

Hillman Motor Car Co. 

Ryton-on-Dunsmore 

Coventry, England 

PRICES: Minx Mark VIII 4-dr. sed. $1699, 2-dr, 
hardtop $1899, conv. $1899, stn. wgn. $1949; Husky 
stn. wgn. $1445. 

DISTRIBUTORS: Rootes Motors, Inc., 505 Park Ave, 
New York, N.Y.; Rootes Motors, Inc., 9830 W. Pig 
Bivd., Los Angeles, Calif. 


JAGUAR 

Jaguar Cars, Ltd. 

Coventry, England 

PRICES: XK-140 rdstr. $3450, cpe. $3795, conv. 
$3795; XK-140 MC rdstr. $3745, cpe. $4090, conv, 
$4090; Mark VII M sed. $4255; overdrive available 
on all models $160 extra; t tic tr issi 
available on all models except rdstrs. $240 extra, 
DISTRIBUTORS: Hoffman Motor Car Co., Inc., 487 
Park Ave., New York 22, N.Y.; Charles H. Hornburg 
Jr., Inc., 9176 Sunset Blvd., Los Angeles, Calif. 


LANCIA 

Lancia & C. Fabbrica Automobili 

Turin, S.P.A., Italy 

PRICES: Aurelia GT 2500 cpe. not listed; Spyder 
rdstr. $5213. 

DISTRIBUTOR: J. S. Inskip, Inc., 24 E. 54th St, 
New York, N.Y. 


MASERATI 

Officine Alfieri Maserati 

Modena, Italy 

PRICES: A6GS/2000 2-seater sport $9500. 
DISTRIBUTOR: Maserati Corp. of America, 662 Main 
St., Westbury, L.1., N.Y. 


MERCEDES-BENZ 

Daimler-Benz, Aktiengesellschaft 

Mercederstrasse 136 

Stuttgart, Unterturkheim, Germany 

PRICES: 180 sed. $3345; 180-D (diesel) sed. $3595; 
220 sed. $4588, conv. $6290, cpe. $6450; 300-B sed. 
$6988, limousine $7368, conv. $8328; 300-S cpe., 
rdstr., or conv. $12,457; 190-SL rdstr. $4126; 300-SL 





cpe. $7463. 

DISTRIBUTORS: Mercedes-Benz Distributors, Inc., 443 
Park Ave., New York 22, N.Y.; Mercedes-Benz Dis- 
tributors of California, Inc., 6465 Sunset Blvd., Los 
Angeles 28, Calif. 


MG-TF1500, MG MAGNETTE 

MG Car Co., Ltd 

Cowley 

Oxford, England 

PRICES: TFI500 rdstr. $1995, wire wheels $135 
extra; Magnette 4-dr. sed. $2475. 

DISTRIBUTORS: S. H. Arnolt, Inc., 415 E. Erie St., 
Chicago, IIl.; British Motor Car Distributors, Ltd., 
1800 Van Ness Ave., San Francisco, Calif.; Denver 
Imported Motors, Inc., 2610 W. Alameda Ave., 
Denver, Colo.; Gough Industries, Inc., 819 E. Ist 
St., Los Angeles, Calif.; Imperial Car Distributors, 
Inc., 215 Academy St., Hampton, Va.; J. S. Inskip, 
Inc., 304 E. 64th St., New York, N.Y.; Interconti- 
nental Motors, Inc., 2200 Rose Ave., Dallas, Texas; 
Waco Motors, 1779 W. Flagler St., Miami, Fia.; 
Walker Imported Motors, 4317 Excelsior Bivd., 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


MORETTI 

Fabbrica Automobili Moretti 

Turin, Italy 

PRICES: 750 rdstr. $5900, cpe. $5900. 

DISTRIBUTOR: Ernie McAfee Engineering Co., 8363 
Sunset Blvd., Los Angeles 46, Calif. 


MORGAN 

Morgan Motor Co., Ltd. 

Pickersleigh Road 

Malvern Lunk 

Worcestershire, England 

PRICES: Plus 4 2-pass. rdstr. $2595, 4-pass. rdstr. 
$2645, 2-pass. conv. $2695, 4-pass. conv. $2750. 
DISTRIBUTORS: Fergus Motors, Inc., 290 Park Ave., 
New York 17, N.Y.; Worldwide Imports, Inc., 1968 
S. Sepulveda Bivd., Los Angeles 25, Calif. 


MORRIS MINOR 

Morris Motors, Ltd. 

Cowley 

Oxford, England 

PRICES: 2-dr. sed. $1445, conv. $1443, 4-dr. sed. 
$1525, stn. wgn. $1625. 

DISTRIBUTORS: Same as MG. 


(Continued on page 58) 
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“Device May Become 
9, 2-dr, 
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W. Pico tr it S Igg f e 
By Fred Harris NEWEST MAGNESIUM NEUTRALIZER 
. con. / What would happen if car engines just Yes, there are other magnesium ae 
vailable didn’t wear out . if their normal life- neutralizers.” But Magnaplug is the only 
valealil span was 200,000 or 300,000 miles? Detroit, one that combines a powe rful magnetic 
) extra, Bio put it mildly, would be in a bind. How field to eliminate the equally important 
c., 487 B could they sell new cars, if the old models problem of hidden grinding by minute 
— Teed te weer out? metal abrasives. Also, its double-sized mag- 
if. ; ‘ $i . is c P 
Yet this is exactly what could happen as nesium element is in the crankcase (the 
aresult of this strange-looking device. This . — FOSEEVONE) . where . - most good! 
possibly sounds like an _ unreasonable Renn oe eg oil with a fine 
Spyder f claim, but before you decide that it is, pers oth, — you'll find pad — 
th g, cteck a bit further. metallic particles . . . wear slivers, shav- 
th St, ings, filings, chips that have been 
WHY DO ENGINES WEAR OUT? circulating — your engine, grinding 
- : pas it to pieces. Magnaplug keeps these parti- 
You’ve smelled the acrid fumes emitting cles out of your oil and engine through 
from your motor’s oil breather cap . . . ; scientific magnetic 
; Main You've felt the “grit” on your oil dip stick. oitvaction 
These merely are the symptoms of the two The Magnaplug 
factors Known to be responsible for 90% of ts en “alkali 
engine wear: , chemical in solid 
(1) Tiny abrasive particles which slip form.” This type 
$3908 through some filters and grind away at pre- of magnesium is 
| cision parts; (2) Acid-etching, caused by “sacri 
B sed, § : . : actually a “sacri- 
; pe, | oll contaminants, which turn polished steel aC ‘ 
300-Si J into jagged, “ulcerated” pi f — 
cre —— ee Se ae A microscopicaly hin fim of ei strongly attracts 
., 4483 ag $y , ‘ gg ee en and is “devoured” 
Dis. | Find a way of removing these two major centeninaies ol, sveh ond best by the acid glob- 
1., Los J oflenders, and there’s no limit to an en- — ules. As the mag- 
gine’s life expectancy. A method of almost nesium. electrons 
pers Magy sag — Lik and discharge or “neutralize” the acid’s hy- 
— lly sat wes oe oo i. drogen tons, the entire engine is electrically 
abl yp ene great Mventions, & ts: remark- protected against acid etching. That is the 
$135 It hee: ae of a special “Free M ea reason why authentic fleet tests proved that 
o Moy unit. c eed sete rath stu) Alni a magnesium “acid barrier” provides more 
Ltd., y eT ee eereeres tome than 6 times the protection of alkali oils! 
enver | °° Magnet, attached by a flexible cable to a 
Ave. duplicate of your crankcase drain plug. ELIMINATES SLUDGE & CARBON 
:. Ist The unit replaces the stock drain plug in This little device also almost completely 
nekion your car and can be installed in a minute. prevents sludge and carbon formations. 
conti. | Fhe expendable Magnesium attracts and not only makes your engine /ast longer, but 
fexas; | Neutralizes the 5 gallons of sulphuric acid makes it run much smoother. Here’s why— 
A the average engine produces per year (acts A. Removes ferrous abrasives from your oil 
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ttherwise cause friction between 
piston and cylinder walls, 


This 
Simple *2” 


just like good old- 
fashioned baking 
soda) ; the power- 
ful magnet attracts 
and holds the mi- 
croscopic abrasive 
particles that fil- 
ters don’t screen 
out. 

The use of a 
neutralizer to kill 
off engine acids is 
old ... for years 
the major oil com- 


MAGNAPLUG’S powerful magnetic- 


field collects ...mokes harmless the 
finy “free metal porticies thet 


sed. 





panies have compounded an alkali into 
oils. This does provide some protection 
while the oil is NEW. But, the alkali re- 


serve is soon used up (often within 200 or 
300 miles). So, to get continued protection 
from even the most expensive oils, a com- 
plete change would be necessary almost 
weekly, 





(ADVERTISEMENT OF ENGINE PRODUCTS MFG. CO.) 





...at once wear and friction are greatly 
reduced. B. Kills acids; internal combus- 
tion produces two kinds of acids: (1) 
Strong mineral acids, which attack metals. 
(2) Mild organic acids. The latter do not 
attack metal, but are themselves attacked 
by the mineral acids. The result of the 
“conflict,” called polymerization, is varnish 
or carbon deposits which form around pis- 
ton rings, clog valves, foul spark plugs, and 
generally raise hob with power, perform- 
ance, and gas economy. When the strong 
acids are neutralized by the powerful mag- 
nesium reaction, the harmless organic acids 
do no damage . .. and form no sludge! 

Thus Magnaplug extends the life of your 
new engine literally thousands and thou- 
sands of miles. Even your spark plugs will 
last longer and you will save many, many 
dollars because you will no longer have to 
buy expensive, detergent oils. Since Magna- 
plug prevents harmful deposits from form- 
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MAGNAPLUG 
—the Magnetic- 
Magnesium Oi! 
Purifier 


Copyright 1955 Pat. Applied for 


ing, what need exists for detergents? Also, 
you won't have to change oil so often be- 
cause Magnaplug keeps oil free from acids 
and metallic abrasives. 

We wouldn’t blame you if you were still 
skeptical—this product does sound too good 
to be true. But the best way we know of to 
convince you is to invite you to try Mag - 
naplug in your own car at our risk! Install 
it during your next oil change (your serv- 
ice station will be glad to do it... takes 
only a moment). After a few weeks take 
a look at the metal filings bristling on the 
magnet ... pull your spark plugs and see 
if they aren’t as clean or cleaner than when 
you installed your Magnaplug. See if there 
isn’t a substantial increase in gas mileage 
and power. Then if all these things don’t 
happen, just return the Magnaplug and 
we'll refund the full purchase price . . 
no questions asked. See your dealer. If he 
cannot supply, use coupon below. 


ENGINE PRODUCTS MFG. CO., Dept. 313 
5805 E. Beverly Bivd., Los ‘Angeles 22, Calif. 
Gentlemen: 

Please rush my Magnaplug under your Money 
Back Guarantee. []! enclose $2.95 (cash, check 
or money order) payment in full. Ship Postpaid. 
CJ! enclose $1.00 and will pay postman bal- 
ance plus small C.0.0. charge upon arrival. 


i 
| 
CAR MAKE___ MODEL YEAR | 
| 
| 











Address Zone__ 


 — State. 
Full trade courtesy to Dealers, 
Write! 
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Jobbers. 





SANDEE MUFFLER CO. 


Box 557, Palmdale, Calif 
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sg 
LIGHTS INSIDE...OR NO LIGHTS 


DRIVERS CHOICE NOW WITH - 


NO-LITE *""" 


D\ Ln 


Witch 


Gs 


or allows it to work normally, a battery saver for 


Night Driving Parking 
Insures 
SAFETY and PRIVACY 


Order From 


ANDERSON, SOUTH CAROLINA 





Attaches to auto door light switch, prevents dome or 
courtesy light from coming on when door is opened— 


Drive-ins 


Easy to install. Mechanical, no wiring. 
Special— TWO for $1.00 —Postpaid 


Deactivator, Inc. P. O. Box 232 


“oJ 

















The Sensational Synthetic Chamois that 
cost more than $1,000,000 in research! 
Now! 
thetic CHAMOIS that will sparkle your car to 


A wonderfully-soft and effective syn- 
perfection! Yet it's only a fraction of the 
cost of other chamois — it's washable — it 
lasts and lasts! Don't be without a CHAMY- 
SKIM— get one for your car, and one for 
your home! Order today! 





If you're not 100°% satisfied, we'll 
immediately return your money, 
and make you a present of the 
Chamy-Skim! No strings attached! 
os SECESEREEEREERERRRG 


Yes! seni me ‘We 






( ) Both of the Above for only. . . 


We pay postage—positive fast-action money- 
w back guarantee! 


ae 


GALE HALL ENGINEERING, INC. 
S DEPT. M-65, NORTH HAMPTON, N. H. 
Desccccancucuscecasancennncacaceeu 
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) Large Chamy-Skim (243 sq. in. )S1. 00: 
( ) Giant Chamy-Skim (300 sq. in ‘- Me 





PANHARD 
Panhard & Levassor 

19, Avenue d‘ivry 

Paris 13, France 

PRICES: Dyna 5-pass. sed. $2245. 

DISTRIBUTOR: French Motors, Ine., 6363 Wilshire 
Bivd., Los Angeles 48, Calif. 


PORSCHE 

Dr. Ing.h.c.F. Porsche, KG 

Schwieberginerstr. 141, 

Stuttgart, Zuffenhausen, Germany 

PRICES: 1500 Speedster $2995. 1500S Speedster 
$3395 (N.Y.C.), $3495 (L.A.); 1500 Continental cpe. 
$3445 (N.Y.C.), $3590 (L.A.); 1500S Continental cpe. 
$4284 (N.Y.C.), $4395 (L.A.); 1500 Continental conv. 
$3695 (N.Y.C.), $3845 (L.A.); 1500S Continental 
conv. $4584 (N.Y.C.), $4695 (L.A:); Spyder $6800. 
DISTRIBUTORS: Hoffman Motor Car Co., 487 Park 
Ave., New York, N.Y.; Competition Motors, 1219 
Vine St., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 


RENAULT 

Renault of France 

Regie Nationale des Usines 
8-10 Avenue Emile Zola 
Billancourt (Seine) 

Paris, France 


PRICES: 4CV dix. 4-dr. sed. $1195 (N.Y.C.), $1295 
(L.A.); dix. 4-dr. sed. (w/sliding roof) $1250 
(N.Y.C.), $1370 (L.A.); dix. conv. sed. $1445 


DISTRIBUTORS: Allwood Motors, 850 Bloomfield 
Ave., Allwood, N.J.; S. H. Arnolt, Inc., 415 E. Erie 
St., Chicago, ii. Charles St. George, 144 Charles 
St., Boston, Mass.; John L. Green Jr., 448 S. Hill 
St., Los Angeles, Calif.; Hughes Motor Co., Maine & 
M St., S.W., Washington, D.C.; International Auto 
Sales & Service, 2308 Tulane Ave., New Orleans, 
La.; R. J. O’Brien, 1009 Central Ave., St. Petersburg, 
Fla.; Glenn L. Paton, 616 E. Pike St., Seattle, Wash. 


RILEY 

Riley Motors, Ltd. 
Abingdon-on-Thames, Cowley 
Oxford, England 

PRICES: Pathfinder 4-dr. sed. $3970, 
DISTRIBUTORS: Same as MG. 


ROLLS-ROYCE 

Rolls-Royce, Ltd. 

14-15 Conduit St., 

London, W.1, England 

PRICES: Silver Dawn $11,700, Silver Wraith $16,500. 
DISTRIBUTORS: Same as Bentley. 


ROVER 

Rover Co., Ltd. 

Meteor Works, Lode Lane 
Solihull 

Birmingham, England 

PRICES: 90 4-dr. sed. $3365. 
DISTRIBUTORS: Same as Hillman. 


SIATA 

Siata-Transformazione Fiat 

Turin, Italy 

PRICES: 208S Spyder rdstr. $5700, cpe. $8400. 
DISTRIBUTOR: Ernie McAfee Engineering Co., 8363 
Sunset Blvd., Los Angeles 46, Calif. 


SIMCA 

Societe Industrielle de Mecanique & Carrosserie 

7, Rue Lovis-David 

Paris, France 

PRICES: Aronde 4-dr. sed. $1697, hardtop conv. 
$1899, stn. wgn. $1894, sport cpe. $2495. 
DISTRIBUTORS: Simca, Inc. (branch office), 500 5th 
Ave., New York 36, N.Y.; Hoffman Motor Car Co., 
Inc., 487 Park Ave., New York, N.Y.; Witkin-Wolf 
Co., Inc., 5148 W. Washington Bivd., Los Angeles. 


STANDARD 
The Standard Motor Co., Ltd., 


Coventry, England 
PRICES: Cadet 4-dr. sed. $1387; Vanguard 4-dr. 


sed. $2260. 
DISTRIBUTORS: Same as Doretti. 


SUNBEAM 

Sunbeam, Ltd. 

Ryton-on-Dunsmore 

Coventry, England 

PRICES: Alpine rdstr. $2699; Skytop 4-dr. 
$2675; 4-pass. conv. $2899. 

DISTRIBUTORS: Same as Hillman. 


sed. 


TRIUMPH TR-2 

The Standard Motor Co., Ltd. 
Coventry, England 

PRICES: Rdstr. $2499, hardtop $2695. 
DISTRIBUTORS: Same as Doretti. 


VOLKSWAGEN 

Volkswagenwerk G.M.B.H. 

Wolfsburg, Germany 

PRICES: Dix. 4-pass. sed. $1595, sun-roof 4-pass. 
sed. $1675, custom conv. (Karmann body) $2195. 
DISTRIBUTORS: Same as Porsche. 
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AUTO COMPASS 


@ Saves you miles and minutes ... points th 
right way all the way 

2 yer —_ for today’s smart car interi 
. . . choice of case colors, soft gray or bro 
Double ball and socket mounting oe po 
tionin — most convenient reading. Fits 
cars. Easy to install and adjust. 

@ Super power alnico V magnet and aircraft 
type compensators assure steady, dependable 
performance under all types of driving cond) 
tions. Three models to choose from... 


@ NO. 84 NON-ILLUMINATED...........$5.9 
@ NO. 85 ILLUMINATED by car power.... 6.95 


@ AND NOW = 
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AIRGUIDE INSTRUMENT CO., CHICAGO 
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RESTORE LEATHERS AND PLASTICS F 4 

I “NUAGANE” ..... Leather Lacquer 4 
We i RS Plastic Lacquer §™PCr 

| Made in England and used all over the world #p0MS, S! 
for over 40 years. mn gra 

{ Fadeless — Flexible — Waterproof — ao the 
Durable Wha 
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COLORS TO CHOOSE FROM # 
i Write for information and free color chart ppe ; 
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GRAYS HARBOR MOTORS |," 
y First & G Streets, Aberdeen, Washington laa 
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CAR OVERHEATING 


a the 
OVERHEATING cuts down engine power, spee bwer 1 
oil breakdown, increases wear, robs you of drivMore ra 








ing enjoyment. Unde 
1ON-20 and RADI-CARE COOLING SYST b 
CLEANERS can show you honest-to-goodness cleang’? [¢ 
ing such as you have never seen before. Ask f@ination 
testimonials. ie 
biling 
RADI-CARE for regular cleaning........................$1.9fMoved 
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x condi GNote: We are way behind in answering mail 
. sent in to this column, but we are doing our 


2 $5.95 Bhat to catch up with it. Write your ques- 
++ 695 Brion on only one side of the paper to enable 
us to answer it on the reverse side. Along 

with it, send a self-addressed, stamped en- 

ope. We can answer only those inquiries 

imited to one specific question dealing with 

me particular subject or problem.—Editor. 


UR DISCUSSION of often-asked ques- 
tions this month concerns not speed 
d power, but the engine cooling problems 
icipated during the summer months. In 
his discussion we've tried to cater to those 
tho’'ve asked “‘what causes it?” and to those 
ho want a how-to-do-it on maintenance of 
poling systems. 
In the last 10 years, the sight of a mo- 
fist standing alongside a percolating car 
Reems been fairly rare. When it does happen, 
GO § usually the result of careless mainte- 
ince or unexpected failure of some part of 
TICS he cooling system. Where overheating may 
il be prevalent is under high ambient air 
mperatures and severe operating condi- 
ions, such as on some of the tougher West- 
mn grades where air temperatures reach well 
to the 100° F. range. 
Whatever the condition, much grief can 
avoided if the motorist realizes what is 
chart pppening. Alarmed by higher-than-normal 
udings on the heat indicator, many drivers 
DRS ill pull over and shut off the engine. This, 
= course, stops coolant circulation through 
engine, and the stored-up internal heat 
muses the water to boil. Dropping into a 
bwer gear and proceeding at part throttle 
or in extreme cases, pulling over and let- 
; d the engine run at a fast idle) would 
wall bwer the engine temperature: safely and 
of driv@ore rapidly. 
Under no condition should the radiator 
SYST : 
ss cleanf? be removed at such a time. The com- 
Ask foBination of heat and altitude changes the 
tiling characteristics; thus when the cap is 
......$1.9@Moved, pressure within the system drops, 
Md a Ist-class geyser lets go with excessive 
ss of water and often a scalding shower 
bt the unhappy motorist. 
Broken down into its main parts, the cool- 
system is composed of 3 major sec- 
water passages within the engine block 
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 CARDSP Ss: 

t Diced cylinder head, a pump to keep the cool- 
ice, 2 . os . . 

Re flowing to critical points in the block, 
‘ubs, Pod a heat exchanger (radiator) to dissipate 


ps, “pipe heat the water carries from the block. 


Count@poling system accessories can be listed as 
WRIT#Re pressure cap, hoses, fan, thermostats, gas- 


Y, 
noel ts and drain cocks.. It’s the balancing of 


| ] ECHINICAL 
ERVICE 


the major components with the accessories 
that dictates cooling system efficiency. 

Check first for obvious leaks from the 
radiator core. A leaking core will expose it- 
self through a wet spot on an otherwise dry 
radiator or by deposits of coagulated anti- 
freeze additives under the radiator on the 
car's frame. The core should also be checked 
at a service station or garage to see that the 
tubes are not clogged. If the core is found to 
be sound, check the radiator cap. Modern 
caps are designed to retain pressures of from 
7 to 15 pounds; this raises the coolant boil- 
ing point through pressure, minimizing cool- 
ant (and alcohol antifreeze) loss, and in- 
creasing coolant capacity. A faulty cap won't 
retain pressure within the system and water 
may be lost through the radiator overflow 
tube, causing overheating. 

Next on the check list are the hoses. A 
hose can develop leaks that are not apparent 
at a glance. Any sign of deterioration around 
the clamps and ends of the hoses is your 
cue that replacement is required. An old 
hose, aside from leaking through cracks, 
can suffer internal collapse through deteriora- 
tion and restrict the coolant flow. 

Thermostats are big little items. Their 
function is to maintain an even engine oper- 
ating temperature by controlling the flow of 
coolant from the engine to the radiator by 
means of a varying orifice controlled by 
engine temperature. 

When the coolant is below the thermo- 
stat’s pre-set opening temperature, the orifice 
stays closed, holding water in the block. As 
the temperature rises, the orifice increases in 
size until it’s completely open. A faulty unit 
can stick open, shut, or partially open. If it 
is stuck shut, heat builds up until steam 
forms in the block; this steam either finds 
its way through the thermostat, or blows 
through a weak spot in the hose. If it sticks 
partially open, the effect is like that of a 
plugged radiator. 

While it lessens the efficiency of the sys- 
tem at high speeds, a malfunctioning thermo- 
stat is also a prime cause of overheating in 
traffic. Thermostat opening can be checked 
by watching its operation in a pan of boil- 
ing water and checking the opening temper- 
ature against a thermometer placed in the 
water. Another major cause of overheating 
in traffic is a slipping fan belt; more than 
one-half inch of play in the belt is an in- 
dication that tightening or replacement is 
needed at once. 

Other trouble spots are faulty, leaking 
heater hoses, damaged drain cocks, and gas- 
kets. Here also the symptoms are antifreeze 
deposits or small puddles of water. If over- 
heating has been evident only on the tem- 
perature gauge, your trouble may be simply 
an inoperative indicator bulb in the block, 
or a confused needle on the gauge itself. 


Engine 
Cooling 
Problems 


Assuming that all major components and 
cooling system accessories have been checked 
for leaks and the water pump is doing its 
job (check this by removing the radiator 
cap and watching to see if the water is agi- 
tated when the engine is revved up), the 
next remedy is the reverse, or pressure, 
flush. If deposits in the radiator and block 
have not turned into hard scale, flushing 
under pressure can remove much of the resi- 
due that collects in the cooling system over 
a period of time. If the water in your area 


-is such that it creates hard scale formations, 


the only alternative is removing and rodding 
out the radiator, a troublesome process, but 
sometimes necessary. 

If overheating persists even after the cool- 
ing system has been checked out, there are 
still 2 more checks to be made. A factor 
known to every mechanic but strangely al- 
most unknown to even the well-informed 
motorist, is the effect that ignition timing 
has on engine temperature. Retarded ignition 
will cause the newest, cleanest engine to 
overheat. The reason for this is that a re- 
tarded ignition causes late firing of the fuel 
charge within the cylinder. The flame pat- 
tern of modern fuels is controlled to pro- 
duce maximum push throughout the power 
stroke when ignited at the proper time be- 
fore top dead center of the compression 
stroke. If the charge is ignited too late, part 
of the burning period is expended as useless 
energy, causing excessive heat buildup in 
both cylinder and exhaust port, the result 
being overheating. 

The last hidden cause of overheating sel- 
dom occurs in a car that is tuned as the 
factory intended. It generally happens to the 
owner who has attempted to get more mile- 
age by leaning the air-fuel mixture through 
the use of smaller carburetor metering jets. 
The cause is complicated, but basically, a 
mixture of up to 15 to 1 burns hot and has 
a tendency toward preignition and detona- 
tion. When the mixture is leaned severely 
enough to cause audible detonation, the mo- 
torist often retards the spark, thus com- 
pounding the error. The result can be not 
only overheating troubles, but burned valves 
as well. 

External diagnosis of such troubles as 
cracked blocks, blocks with severely corrod- 
ed water passages, or passages blocked by 
casting sand is almost impossible until all 
of the other troubleshooting steps have been 
carried out. Most blocks in use (especially 
those without rust inhibitor in the coolant) 
will have some form of corrosion in their 
passages, but unless the block is very old or 
has been through several hard winter freezes, 
the chances that a block is damaged inter- 
nally are very slight. 

The best insurance against overheating is, 
of course, preventive maintenance. Check 
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VAPOR LOCK unas 


BEEN ELIMINATED! 


@ no more stalling 
@ instant starting 
@ increased power 
@ improved idling 
@ smoother engine 
@ increased mileage 


WITH THE SENSATIONAL PAPCO 


rectly to carburetor, 
has own filter ele- 





VAPOR-TAKER...uit only $12.95 
Vapor-Taker easily 

installed, attached di- €., 

ment. Kit includes | 

Vapor-Taker, proper 

carburetor fittings, _ 

tubing, Reqwewey Pat. Pending 
piercing punch for 

filler tube, filler tube clamps, instructions. 
Vapor-Taker completely separates vapor gases | 
from liquid gasoline, supplies carburetor with 
perfectly liquified filtered gas, carries separated 
vapor gases back to tank for condensation into | 
liquid gas again. Result: perfect carburetion! | 
Money-back guarantee. Fittings for any make, 
year, model, number of carburetors. 


Order Direct at $12.95 per kit postpaid or from | 
your dealer. Specify make, year, model, number | 
of carburetors. 


PENN AIRCRAFT PRODUCTS, INC. 
915:B Valley St. * Dayton 4, Ohio » HE 8348 








Prevent theft of hub caps! 


HUB CAP LOCK 











Set of 4 
with 2 Keys 


only 
@ Easily installed, prevents = oo 
loss of engensive hub caps 
© Cap securely locks in place, prevents 
tampering with valve oven 


Order your pat of hub cap ‘locks today! Send 
$2.49 (ppd.) for set of 4 caps and 2 keys to: 
EY hang A COMPANY 
26 ~ Cle ™~ y' » 2. Ohi 








NORDIC 
CUSTOM RADIOS FOR 
1952 TO 55 FORDS 


SUPERHETERODYNE - BIG 6 x 9 
INCH SPEAKER - LOW BATTERY 
DRAIN: EASY INSTALLATION 
PERMEABILITY TUNER WRITE FOR LITERATURE 


NORDIC RADIO COMPANY - BOX 582 - EVANSTON, ILL. 


STOP THAT FIRE! 
x >) 














Protect your family and automobile with 
the handy, “LITTLE FIREMAN” fire 
extinguisher. Sprays a distance of 17 
feet and the fog-blanketing chemicals 
quickly smother flames. Requires no 
servicing. Lifetime guarantee. Only $3.00 
for one or $5.00 for two, sent postpaid 
anywhere in the United States. Send 
check or M.O. to: B.B.&K. CO., 1604 Vis- 
ta Del Mar, Dept. MT, Hollywood 28, Calif. 
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| distributor work with this 


the entire system every 3 months, paying 
particular attention to hose connections and 
condition of the thermostat. 

A flushing with a mild, approved com- 
pound in spring and fall will deter scale 
formation. Use of rust inhibitor, summer 
and winter, can be of great benefit. If you 
really want to go all out, you can use only 
soft water in the cooling system; the only 
trouble is that you rarely find it at most 
gas stations. 

Don’t let accessories such as repositioned 
license plates, water bags, vacation-souvenir 
signs or clogged bug screens block the in- 
coming air to the radiator. Finally, a thor- 
ough tuneup before you start your summer- 
time driving will not only benefit all-around 
performance, but will minimize engine over- 
heating through the hot-weather months 


| ahead for your car. 


QUESTION—I have a ‘52 Ford V8 and 
would like to install an M178 Judson su- 
percharger. Will the stock vacuum advance 
“pressure induc- 
tion’? Is it possible to obtain aluminum 
heads with 6 to 1 compression ratio? (Be- 


| cause the supercharger raises my compression, 


I want the final ratio to be 8 to 1.) Robert 
E. Smith, Pottstown, Pa. 

ANSWER—As far as we know, the Judson 
blower has no effect on spark control be- 
cause the late-model advance system works 
on velocity through the carburetor, rather 
than by true vacuum. Actually, it would 


make little difference, because the intake sid 
of the Judson blower incorporates 2 g 
buretors, thereby dropping the  velog 
through any one venturi. This drop is offsy 
by the pressure induction. It might be bey 


to connect the carbs and the vacuum lin’ 


by a T-fitting. As far as heads are concerned, 
you can get aluminum cylinder heads 
special order in just about any ratio you d& 
sire for your purposes. 


QUESTION—Is it practical to use a moto, 
cycle engine such as the Harley-Davidso 
“74” in a light car? If so, what kind gf 
transmission and starting mechanism woul 
you suggest? Carl F. Otto, Owosso, Mich 
ANSWER—A well-tuned Harley-Davidso 
engine would be adaptable to a light ca 
but the car would have to be somewh 
lighter than an MG. One of the most su 
cessful installations is that of a JAP (Pres 
wich) 1100 cc engine in a Siata “Spyder” 
It’s successful because the 
supplies the engine with a clutch, flyw 

and bell housing equipped to take the Mead: 
ows 4-speed gearbox as used in the Jowg 
Jupiter sports car. Adapting any other cy 
engine would involve some trial-and-err 
fitting. Most units are driven by chain ti 
an MG flywheel, clutch and gearbox, th 
exact method of drive and starting gear } 


ing up to the builder. A cycle shop handling§T 


JAP equipment should be able to supp 
you with the components described in th 
installation above. 


Prestwich fitm 
ul 





continued from page 11 


Spotlight on Detroit 


special award from New York’s 54- 
year-old Society of Illustrators for pro- 
ducing “the most beautiful car of the 
year.” This group has previously re- 
stricted awards to individuals in the 
commercial art field. American Motors, 
on the other hand, has greeted spring 
with new paint options, called “Fashion- 
Tones,” for their Rambler line. 


FORD MOTOR CO., meanwhile, has 
been quietly putting the finishing 
touches on their colossal $1.7-billion 
postwar expansion program. Latest 
move was at Louisville, Ky., where 
2000 workmen transferred operations 
to a new 880-car-per-day assembly 
plant so smoothly that many of the 


d : diet 


A 4-door 





Neat Continental spare tire was ma 
for L. D. Crusoe, Executive Vice-Pre 
of Ford Motor Co., wiil not be s 


men punched in at the timeclock in thé 
old factory and punched out later tha 
day at the new. Louisville has been oné 
of the 16 Ford assembly points siné 

1913, when capacity was a dozen Mode 
Ts a day. 





to Dodge Custom Royal Lancer series; it off 


same styling of hardtop models to those who want more room, 4-door convenie 
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(ADVERTISEMENT OF ENGINE PRODUCTS MFG. CO.) 


Some Uncommonly True Facts About Porous Bronze Oil Filter Elements... 






velog 

op is offi—By Fred Harris 90% of all engine wear: (1) Hidden grind- 

tht be e This started out to be another of those ing, caused by minute abrasive gpa 

cuum linM"Indian Ads” . . . You know, the kind that ordinary filters don’t remove, and (2) Ac 
lik Etching, caused by the 5 gallons of sulphuric 

concerne|gsmits Ouro ean innocent oe, om acid solution the average engine can produce 

3 sneaks up and “lets you have it.’ 1 e average eng’ P 
heads every 10,000 miles if unchecked. 


Maybe I’m bucking a trend, but I figure 
no one minds being “sold” —providing he 
isn't insulted. So, this #s an ad and, I hope, 
an honest one. 

THINKING OF BUYING A BRONZE FILTER? 
lately, you’ve seen many ads on the new 


HO you de. TRUE VALUE, HONEST PRICES 

For a long time, the price of a good po- 
rous bronze By-Pass Filter has been $6.95. ¥" 
still is. Now though, we note that a couple 


of Bronze Filters are on the market selling 





© a motor 








fee “miracle” metal filters. If you're not con- for a buck or two less. One’ even Jooks like 
iC KING Sie vinced by now that a porous bronze oil filter the Improved-Lifetime, and in ads they even 


carefully use the word “Lifetime” to, per- 
haps, imply that it’s the genuine. 
Well, we checked them out and it’s like 





ism woul cm lengthen your engine’s life by thousands 
550, MichMof miles, boost performance, and save a whale 












y-Davidsoggof a lot in gas, oil, and maintenance costs, 7 : ee eee 
light cqjthen you're probably not going to buy one— : = thought - . , batgain-priced” imitations. 
iof any brand. Ordinary filter cortsidges can an my thick — Too-thin walls” and “limited capacities” are 
somewh but still | il d ontaminat i 
— If, however, you're thinking about buying With abrasive git particles, —. 7 — Bg = ge —. If you | pew 
s 4 bronze filter, then you're going to be only stt bere and let me demonstrate ali the 



































AP (Presfimighty glad you read this little “article.” bronze filters, but the Improved-Lifetime is filters I have on my desk! 

“Spyder Now, I'd like to give you a few reasons JUST. what it says—an improvement over FEATURED IN LEADING STORES 

wich ftmg¥ty you should insist on an IMPROVED- earlier types. The highest tribute any product can re- 
, flywhed LIFETIME filter, and no other. HAS GREATEST STRUCTURAL STRENGTH ceive is to become stocked and advertised by 
Srig YOU CAN TRANSFER IT FROM CAR TO CAR Few months back a competitor tried to well-known stores whose integrity and repu- 
the Mea# This “Lifetime” label which most every- prove something . his filter might be the tations depend on quality merchandise. The 
the Jowetiibody has latched onto (with variations) smallest (in terms of filtering area), but by other brands of bronze filters are sold almost 








ther cycdiounds swell. But don’t kid yourself. What golly, it was the strongest. (He said.) In exclusively by mail. The Improved-Lifetime 
|-and-errogg00d is a “Lifetime” filter if it can’t be trans- self-defense, our Improved-Lifetime filters brand is sold mostly in stores. (Our coupon 
ferred to your next car? were sent, along with others, to an Independ- _ below is simply for your convenience if your 
Because the ‘“Improved-Lifetime” does ent Testing Laboratory. Improved-Lifetime local dealer is out of stock . .. or, if you 
NOT require a seal between the element tested up to 93% stronger! (We had the like to shop from your armchair.) We pre- 





chain ti 
irbox, thé 












z gear Ueland the /id, it fits all types of filter cases. report verified and notarized, it was so good.) fer that you buy from your local dealer if 
» handling The By-Pass element ‘will fit every By-Pass Fully of equal importance is a filter's he can supply you. 

to supp filtering system known. The larger Full-Flow capacity. If the element's capacity is too Your guarantee of real quality is this ac- 
od in tgttment will, likewise, fit every Full-Flow sys- small, unfiltered oil by-passes the filter—re- ceptance by experts whose business it is to 


tm regardless of what future car you may turning it to the engine to gnaw away at its know true values. 
buy! insides. Yet, many brands have as little as Well, this winds up my sales story to you. 


WE ORIGINATED ALL one-half the required “Improved-Lifetime” | hope that the foregoing facts have con- 

“LIFETIME” BRONZE FILTERS capacity. vinced you that the IMPROVED-LIFETIME 

Our company brought out the very first HAS NEW MAGNESIUM ACID NEUTRALIZER brand is the only porous bronze filter to use 

r ‘Lifetime” porous bronze filter. Since then All bronze filters strip out most acid- in your cars, plural. If not, anyway .. . this 





've been victims of the sincerest form of causing moisture. Improved-Lifetime has a is one ad I really enjoyed writing! 

tery many times. We’ve been accused of special Free-Magnesium Barrier to neutralize P.S. Why not try Improved-Lifetime 30 days 
tion, which is like saying papa takes remaining acids. Thus, Improved-Lifetime at the manufacturer's risk? See details 
er junior. We've sold other types of eliminates TWO factors responsible for fully below. 
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Not Just Claims... But Honest Facts: GiTNae 3p hele 


Vith Order Balan 0.D 
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1. First Cost — final cost. No more “Packs” to buy. 








ck in th 2. Transfer fo next car with same type oil system. Say! ott To ORDER ‘eaia 
a tha §=©3. Removes all grit; can't soak up detergents. “FULL-FLOW”’: For Buick V8; 
een ong 4, Complete with Acid Neutralizer added. gas ve, Sone V8; tre 55 MILLIONS OF FUSED BRONZE 
nts sinc 5. Greatest wall strength; most filtering area. inc; (94-59 HERES .. . filter out 
od rca ; NEW! Ford V8 & Merc.; '46-'55 
n M 6. No “tricky” gasket seals. (Factory sealed.) Porous-Bronze Chrysler. abrasive particles as small 
7. 5 minutes to install; Right way is only way. ff ,,Caseline Filter | a eae eT ee oso mlionths of an inch! 
8. Occasional kerosene rinse cleans like new. in perfect tune! cars with no filter case. MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY! 


9. Prices clearly stated for each make of car. ee Se 
10. Originators of “Lifetime” Brand Oil Filters. up. Fits all 


cars 


11. All models available for immediate delivery.  oniy $2.95, 


"ENGINE PRODUCTS MFG. CO., Dept. 314 
5801 E. Beverly Bivd., Los Angeles 22, Calif. 
7 | enclose $2. Will pay balance plus small C.0.D. charge 

























12. Double your money back cuarantee. complete. 
————— — on delivery. 
x PELL 5 *) (C0 1 enclose $___________in full. Ship prepaid. 
“DEALERS ! JOBBERS? (] RUSH “By-Pass” Filter Element at $6.95 
30 DAY FREE TRIAL! DOUBLE YOUR (2 “No as a \ ( RUSH “Full-Flow’: Large Element at $11.95 
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE ! 4 the Beale ™ [J RUSH Complete Gasoline Filter at $2.95. 
Try, hr Bp pbb nigeed =~ demand with just | understand that if | am not completely satisfied | may 


me dy not 100% satisfied, return [342 DS Pras Aran] mney a return for full refund within 30 days. 






















— refund. This amazing filter i =& light trucks R MAKE_ EL 
purl 10 years... far je (Instead of 20 or yp nas 
sone ta other designs ot tes 30). Write or | 
MONEY BACK! wire today! Pats ADDRESS 
ETERS Pending! city a 
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Weston Ball-Bearing 
DUAL-POINTS 
Will Pep Up Any Engine ! 


% You'll notice a BIG DIFFERENCE at once! 
Easy to install. Complete unit replaces pres- 
ent breaker-plate, eliminates wobble! 

te FRICTION-FREE precision bearing action sta- 
bilizes ignition at all speeds! 

%& Over-lapping Dual-Points lengthen dwell 
many degrees—increase coil build-up! 

% 3,000 extra volts to plugs at higher speeds! 

¥%& Hotter Sparks! Better Combustion! Economy! 

%& More Responsive Acceleration! 

%& Only $10.95 complete, for Ford, Mercury, Lin- 
coln. Others, $9.95. $7.95 for 4-Cyl. Lucas 
units (non-bearing). Order by model. 

%& Whether you have a ‘55 V-8 or a high-speed 
rod job, you'll get a lot more out of your 
engine with Westons! 


WESTON SALES CO. 


18th St., 


1640 Santa Monica, Calif 





Engineers have done if! You can shoot for 
it. Make the start toward this unbelievable 
but possible economy with a perfect car, a 
perfectly tuned and efficient engine. 


REMEMBER! ONE COLD 
START CAN EQUAL 3 TO 5 
CAR-MILES. Starting your car on a 
cold morning can use as much gaso- | 
line as it takes to drive the average [7 
car owner to work. Here is a truly ia 
remarkable inventio igned 
stop this waste. Try it! 


ELECTRONIC 

SPARK INTENSIFIER 
Quickly fitted into the center hole of the distributor 
cap of any car, truck or tractor. Instructions includ- 
ed, never wears out. It pays for itself many times 
over in gas and battery savings. This amazing in- 
vention gives quicker starting, improves combustion, 
cuts wasteful misfiring. 
HERE’S HOW IT WORKS—Intensifier controls 25,000 
volts or more for micro-seconds, “meters” built-up 
voltage charge at proper time for top efficiency. It 
also contains built-in point protector for plugs and 
ignition points. It also cuts down on car radio inter- 
ference for reasons which have not been fully de- 
termined. Give it the ACID test, try it one of these 
cold mornings. If you can’t feel the increase in 
power and starting pep, send it back for full 
refund. The Spark Intensifier is backed by our iron- 
clad guarantee. $2.00 postpaid. No C.O.D.’s please. 


















Dept. MT-6 
11424 Biona Drive, 
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Coll'N Swap _ 


Requirements are: copy limit of 25 words (not 
including name and address), first come, first served; 
we reserve the right to edit where necessary; we 
are not responsible for accuracy of description, 
although we will reject any misleading statements. 
This service is not open to commercial advertisers. 
No ads will be accepted if payment is not made in 
advance and such communscations will not be ac- 
knowledged. Only one CAR may be listed in any 
single Sell ’N’ Swap insertion. This limitation will 
not apply to parts, catalogs, etc. The charge is 
four dollars per in. etion. If your car is unusual and 
you have a photo of it sustable for publication, you 
may submit it with your ad. If we decide to print it 
there’s no cost to you for the cut, but we'll have to 
decide which photos to use. Sorry, no photos can be 
returned.—Edstor 


SELL 


‘22 BABY OVERLAND TOURING, new Firestone 
tires, original upholstery and top. Upholstery good. 
8000 original - $475. Wyatte Shields, Re. 6, 
Winston-Salem, 

'41 LINCOLN "CONTINENTAL hardtop, 49,000 
miles; new engine installed at 42,000. Needs new 
tires. Best offer over $750 takes. G. J. Thompson, 
801 12th Ave. S.W., Rochester, Minn. 

'13 HUDSON 5-PASS. TOURING, completely re- 
stored, in excellent condition to drive anywhere. 
J. G. McDonald, 1039 S. Main St., Ann Arbor, 
Mich 

‘12 FORD T ROADSTER, complete 
$1350. J. G. McDonald, 1039 S. Main Sct., 
Arbor, Mich. 

‘25 LINCOLN 7-PASS. ‘eg excellent re- 
stored condition. $1500. J. G. McDonald, 1039 S. 
Main St., Ann Arbor, Mich. 

‘29 PACKARD 7-PASS. TOURING, complete, ex- 
cellent —. mechanically. Incomplete _restora- 


restoration, 
Ann 


tion. —_ no . McDonald, 1039 Main St., Ann 
Arbor, Mic 
29 A SPORT COUPE (stock), engineless, exactly 


like roadster except for roll-up windows and fixed 
top bows, very clean, best offer. Tom Shine Jr., 210 
Waldron St., W. Lafayette, Ind. 

SET OF '32 COUPE OR ROADSTER fenders, ab- 
solutely immaculate, original condition, best offer. 
Also stock °32 4-barrel pickup, custom bed, fair 
condition, best offer. Tom Shine Jr., 210 Waldron 
St., W. Lafayette, Ind. 

*54 AUSTIN-HEALEY 106. Cream and red, 2500 
miles, never raced, owner overseas. Special side cur- 
tains, Lucas driving and foglights, heater. Like new. 
eer W. McCune, 3501 Seward Pl., Charlotte, 


a9 ESSEX SUPER 6 sport cpe., leather rumbleseat, 

original paint. Good condition inside and out. Com: 

we to crank hole stop. $300. Samuel E. Clark, Re. 
Cornersville, Tenn. 

37 FRANKLIN 11-B 3-pass. victoria cpe. Orig. 

owner. Perfectly restored for competition or service. 





FoR 


Oxblood lacquer and striping as orig. Best offer 
over $1000. W. Weiant, Jr., Weiant Gardens, 
Newark, Ohi 


ROOTS- TYPE SUPERCHARGER with all attach- 
ments, intake and exhaust manifolds, ready to install. 
Will fit all Simca Aronde 9s. la Erwin E. Put- 
nam, P. Box 8, Canning, $.D 

36 LINCOLN V-12 5-PASS. sed., Model K. Alu- 
minum body, sidemounts, r & h. Sound, restorable 


condition. $150. Eldon Greer, 1249 143 Ave., San 
Leandro, Calif. 
'48 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL coupe, original ' 


V-12. Very low mileage. Interior and exterior like 
new. Complete information upon request. $2650 
a L. Reinking, 721 Fairview Ave., Libertyville, 


lll 

26 PONTIAC 2-DR. SEDAN. Body and interior 
poor. Needs new wood for top; engine runs O.K.; 
5 tires and wheels. Make offer. John D. Hart, P.O. 
Box 143, Bay City, Mich. 

'37 CORD 812 BEVERLY sedan. New paint, brakes, 
distributor, etc. Clean, original thruout, rubber near 
new, interior very good. $995. Howard Taylor, 929 
E. Elizabeth, Barstow, Calif. 

BOOKS: 22,000 INSTRUCTION MANUALS, 
shares, lists, wiring, timing, lubrication charts. State 
wants. List $1; enclose international tal coupon 
for reply. Please use airmail. Daniel Geraty, 7A 
Westway, Raynes Park, London S.W. 20, England. 
'48 CONTINENTAL hardtop, professionally re- 
manufactured engine, excellent body and chrome, 
good interior, front seats reupholstered. Priced to 












e Thunderbird e MG ¢ 















e Corvette e Jaguar e Fo 
TONNEAU COVERS [= 
for most cars 5) 









@ CUSTOM STYLING @ HIGH QUALITY MATERIAL & 
@ EASY HOME INSTALLATION @ 


ROBBINS AUTO TOP CO. 
(Custom trim for all cars) 
1453 Lincoln Bivd., Santa Monica, Calif. 
Ph. EXbrook 5-9174 @ Dealer inquiries invited 
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COLLECTOR’S ITEMS roe 
STILL AVAILABLE ... Char! 
Ohio 
1 #107 “DREAM CARS” 4d 
W orld’s most unusual cars; past, present, future, be 






CF #105 “RESTYLE YOUR CAR” 


Custom techniques, materials in full detail. 
CF) #111 “CLASSICS & ANTIQUES” 
[j) #108 “SPIN TACKLE FISHING” 


Facts, photos on the popular new sport. 


_) #114 “1954 WORLDWIDE AUTO 
YEARBOOK” 













Showing every production car in the world today, 


TREND BOOKS 
5959 Hollywood BI., Los Angeles 28, Cal, 


Enclosed is $...... for the books checked abe 
at 85c each, postpaid. 
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A TT 
McBar Adaptor Housing: : 

















MODEL ENGINE TO TRANSMI 

e CF-52—Cad and Olds to ’52-54 Ford & Merc $400, 
e@ CF-50—Cad and Olds to °49-51 Ford & Merc Warn 
e CF-10—Cad and Olds to °32-48 Ford & Mere, Lincola§ 32 Pp 
Ford pick-up and 1% ton truck well, 
e 52-LF-52—Lincoln OHV to °52-54 Ford & Merc Pierce 
e 52-LF- OL incoln OHV to °49-51 Ford & Mere ve., 
e 52-LF-40—Lincoln OHV to ’32-48 Ford & Merc 47 C 
e LF- 49-51 Linc, FH to °32-48 Ford-Merc-Linc, ete: & h 
e CRF-52—'51-53 Chrysler V8 to °52-53 Ford & Mere § mecha 
¢ CRF-50—'51-53 Chrysler V8 to ‘49-51 Ford & Mere §f 449 
e CRF-40—'51-53 Chrysler to "32-48 Ford & Merc 37 P 
e CSM—Cad & Olds to °53-54 Stude manual tr ply 
e CSA—Cad and Okls to Stude automatic transmission J tion p 
FREE CATALOG—CUSTOM INSTALLATION i 

Inquiry invited, Proper clutch recommendations 

McBar Machine Shop, Inc. 
65 N. Miami St., Peru, Ind., Phone 5155. or 6200 
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SOLDER 













Acclaimed by thousands 
stock, hot rod and customizing enthi 
siasts as the welder of 1001 used 
Easily operated from properly witel 
line. The idea 





Complete with 
Twin Carbon Arc 


Torch and —_ 110 volt AC or DC 








sories . . . , : 
handle all metal- gift with a life-long use. . . . Orde 
craft work. today on 10 day money bach guaranteemgi 











Literature on larger equipment on request 


FOUR-WAY WELDER COMPANY 
1810 South Federal St., 
















Chicago 16, Illinois, Dept. Fa. 
bator 
FEC “Sou-te” UG: 
Catalog Power Mileage. Style! x 






USANDS of new speed. power, sofety | 

economy racing ond custom equipment — 

all cars. Power boosters superchargers, duo! 
heods cams, dress-up 








persona! instruction Write today to 
ALMOUIST ENGINEERING, DEPT. pay. MILFORD. PENNA. 5 












gl: $1600. Wm. H. Thompson, 927 Courtland 
lAve., Park Ridge, Ii. 

48 TRIUMPH RENOWN 4-dr. sedan, black; razor- 
styling, real air of distinction; never confused 
with livery stable. Asking $1500. Bob Maxon, 230 
£ Ohio, Chicago 11, Ill. 

28 MARMON SEDAN, ohv 8, 20,000 miles, 85 
gph. Engine, chassis, paint, body excellent. Drive it 
gmay, $900 Peterson, Lafayette, Ind. Phone: 


25-1542. 

'§2 ALVIS 3-LITER 4-dr., cream and black, leather 
wpholstery, r & h, tachometer, sliding roof, ww’s, 
95 mph plus. Fine condition thruout. $1900. A. S. 
Hierpe. 324 E. Prairie, Marengo, III. 

53 RILEY 214-liter saloon, last of classic beauties: 
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MATERIAL 
> | 














CO deep carriage green, black padded top, mahogany per- 

be fection, 7000 miles. Ideal road car. N. A. Smyth, 
1616 Beacon, Seattle, Wash. 

alif. 27 PONTIAC 6 coach, excellent condition, engine 


cently overhauled, 62,000 miles. Purchased from 
original owner. Needs only paint and upholstery. 
Make offer. Geo. G. Christman, 17012 Country 
Club Rd., Spring Lake, Mich. 

41 LA SALLE V8 conv. -. New top, paint, up- 
holstery, tires, brakes, landau bars. Excellent me- 
chanical condition. Distinctively attractive. $850. 
Charles J. Braun, 4608 McNeil Ave., Norwood 12, 


Ohio. 

‘34 JAGUAR XK-120 cpe., 2100 miles, light green, 
ww's, mever wrecked or raced. Sacrifice at $3400. 
Reason for selling: bought airplane. W. H. Beck- 
wih, 600-A Commercial National Bank Bidg., 


Peoria 2, Ill. 

‘46 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL conv., light gray. 
10,000 miles, new V-12 engine, o.d. New top, ww’s. 
Excellent condition; being driven daily. $1900. 


Chester McClintock, Milan, Tenn. 
black hardtop with 
transmission and 


1 
‘41 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL 
illac chy engine, standard 
Columbia overdrive. High performance. con- 
dition thruout. $1800. Chester McClintock, Milan, 


Tenn. 
31 MODEL A FORD conv. cpe. Rare Briggs roll- 
window model, good cond. thruout. Extra parts, 
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‘SMISS 

'c $400, best offer, trade for '36-'40 4-dr. conv. Al 

DP oy Warner, Rt. 1, Box 215, Roselle, Ill. 

¢, Lincoln 32 PIERCE-ARROW 4-dr. sed., 8-cyl., clean, runs 
well, paint and tires good. $435. Also large stock of 

lerc Pierce-Arrow parts. Petry and Brandt, 1625 Pacific 

lere Ave., San Francisco. 

lerc 47 CONTINENTAL conv., new “opera” top, paint; 

c-Linc, ele r & h, o.d.; rebuilt V-12 with 4000 miles; complete 

& Mere {mechanical overhaul. New leather. Walter Brenner, 

— 449 E. Athens Ave., Wynnewood, Pa. 

re 


...§ 37 PACKARD V-12 6-pass. limousine, 8.25 x 16 
ransmissla 6-ply ww’'s; 45,000 miles, all original. No restora- 
ion tion necessary. $400. R. E. Serini, 1709 Spring Ave., 
Granite City, Il. 
23 FRANKLIN SERIES 10 4-dr. sed., very good 
wondition, 58,000 actual miles; engine and running 
ag ey 4 brand-new Firestone tires and new 
7 $595. Thomas Stephenson, 2 Park St., Bel- 


, Me. 

34 PACKARD SUPER §8 club sed., excellent condi- 
ton, 64,000 miles, interior like new. Sidemounts, 6 
e wheels. $350. Max McShurley, 344 Parkview 
.» New Castle, Ind. 

7. WILLYS-KNIGHT sedan, 4-cyl. sleeve-valve 
mechanical condition, new tires, body 
Partly restored. Reason for selling: must move. Make 
Ofer. Bill Sims, 216 E. Harding, Greenwood, Miss. 
48 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL hardtop, Chrysler 
v8 engine, ww’'s, twin pipes, tinted glass, r & h, 
od., original black paint, very good condition. First 
$2000. oe Coy H. Meares, 1502 Pine St., Dun- 

a 


fn, ° 
41 CONTINENTAL hardtop, black lacquer, pre- 
Mium ww’s, Lifeguard tubes, r & h, o.d., '49 Lincoln 
tagine, dual exhausts, excellent condition. $1200. 
| ind E. L. Lang, Marwood, Butler County, Pa. Phone: 
on ‘a SAxonburg 2449. 

he idt'34 CADILLAC CLASSIC, 6-wire-wheel sed. Im- 
ee PO maculate condition, original paint, Late Cadillac en- 
, guarantemgine, loaded for hp, column shift. Elegance with 
equest [mazing performance. L. Haubert, 2098 Mission St., 
, San Francisco. 
STEERING WHEELS, ALUMINUM SPIDER, wood 
stip, $2 Folding wheeis, $5. New shimmy-elimi- 
Mator set for knee-action Chevrolets, '34-'38, $2. 
Prices f.0.b. Safford, 316 S. Union, Burlington, Vt. 
PIERCE-ARROW: ‘21 front wheels and 35 x § 
» some extra tires, front axle, ‘31 engine (extra 
=). front fenders, doors, other parts. Ralph W. 
taxler, LaPlace, Ill. 
10 LOCOMOBILE BIG 60, Walter Murphy alu- 
mum body, silver hardware, electric self-starter, 
5,000 miles. Original owner. Mrs. Margaret Rav- 
en ghey Lane, Montecito, Santa Barbara, Calif. 
hone: 9- > . 
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NEW 1955 
CUSTOM CATALOG 


Jam-packed with complete select 


- o'® 
.s 
- ¢ 


Accessories 
the 
Loads 


and Exterior 
plus 
Equipment 


Interior 
Power Equipment 
Exhaust 
available in Accessory 
illustrated. Has all the 
sories included. Order yours today 


argest 

of of 
Stores 

new 1955 


to cover postage and handling 


EASTERN AUTO 
Kate =6MT-6 MMmeld-Li-w tas 


, LOS ANGELES 7, CALIFORNIA 
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Here’s how the Rol-A-Tip looks 
when installed. Note modern di- 
agonal cut of tip. 





eo Oe 


eq {pl iA) 


The end of the exhaust pipe fits 
into the open end of Rol-A-Tip 
(A), and baffle plate (B) deflects 
exhaust gases down and back, pre- 
venting deterioration of chrome 
on tip and bumper. Hard rubber 
sphere (C) provides traveling sur- 
face when rear end of car dips 
down, preventing damage to 
bumper and_ exhaust system. 
Easily installed like standard ex- 
haust' tip in a few minutes. 





OPPORTUNITY FOR 
DEALERS & DISTRIBUTORS 


Rol-A-Tip should be a good item 
for dealers and distributors who 
handle automotive specialty prod- 
ucts. Write for full details to: Kirk 
Mfg. Co., Dept. T-6, 151 W. Man- 
chester Blvd., Los Angeles 3, Calif, 

















Why Every Car 
Needs a 


FIFTH WHEEL 


By Kirk Besoyan 


About the first thing I did after I 
took delivery on my new car last year 
was squash my twin pipes on a steep driveway. 
When I checked, I saw a tailpipe had pulled loose 
from the muffler on one side, and the tailpipe brack- 
et on the other side was broken. Cost to fix: $16.85! 
I was hopping mad. It wasn’t the first time I'd 
ruined tailpipes or damaged an exhaust system— 
but I made up my mind it’d be the last. I got 
some heavy-gauge steel tubing, two high-test rub- 
ber balls, and went to work. ‘ 
When I got through, I had a couple of tailpipe 
tips with rugged rollers that hold the rear end o 
the ground whenever it dips down. These Rol-A- 
Tips, as 1 call them, are strong, they work per- 
fectly, and they'll look better on your car than any 
exhaust tips you ever saw. 
I wouldn’t be without them, and neither would 
most of my friends—I had to make Rol-A-Tips for 
about a dozen cars right off the bat. 
Now I’m making them for 
anyone who wants them. 
Rol-A-Tipsare finished with 
heavy chrome plating, and, 
believe me, they’re made 
for heavy duty. They'll last 
for years. You can transfer 
them from car to car. Try 
a Rol-A-Tip on your car 
for two weeks. Give it a 
stiff test. If it isn’t all I 
say it is, you get your $3.95 
back. If you keep it, your 
tailpipe troubles are over 
for good. 

KIRK MANUFACTURING COMPANY, Dept. T-6 

151 West Manchester Blvd., Los Angeles 3, Calif. 





REE—Another one of 
my inventions is this 
Rol-A-Dor, a little roller 
that keeps your car door 
from hanging up on the 
curb or sidewalk. I'll 
send one free with every 
Rol-A-Tip you order. 





[kirk MANUFACTURING COMPANY, Dept. T-6 — 

j 151 West Manchester Blvd., Los Angeles 3, California 

Please rush me _______. Rol-A-Tips at $3.95 each. I 
I enclose full amount; please ship stpaid. 

| lose full 1 hi id 

[| I enclose $1.00 deposit for each Rol-A-Tip; I 











will pay balance and C.O.D. charges on —_— 
I Don’t ree to enclose my free Rol-A-Dor wii each | 
| Rol-A- ip. 
I Name. 
| Address. | 
I City Zone. State. . i 
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KEEPS ase. 
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LEATHER #1 
& PLASTIC ter 
SOFT AS Settee 


NEW! 
a leather 


a 
CLEANS » SOFTENS PROTECTS 


with 1 application ! 


OUTSELLS ALL OTHERS 


New Leather Kleen’s 3-in-1 efficiency 
makes it easy to keep upholstery lus- 
trous and pliable! Contains saddle soap 
to CLEAN...neatsfoot oil to CONDITION 

. beeswax to PROTECT. Prevents 
cracking and fading. Highly concen- 
trated—a little lasts and lasts! 

TRY IT TODAY! 


Sold By These Fine Stores In Your City: 
Firestone Tire & Rubber, Montgomery- 
Ward, Gamble’s Western Auto, Coast to 
Coast Stores, Chris-Craft Boat Dealers, 
OR...SEND $1.00 FOR 8 OZ. CAN OF 
LEATHER KLEEN TO: 


—— os 


WASH 








Needed on Every Automobile 
AUTOMATIC OIL RESERVOIR 
You Cannot Forget to Check 
Your Oil—This Unit Does It 
for You—Safe check on your 
engine. Reserve quart of oil 
is poured into full crankcase 
thru regular filler opening 
a and is picked up by the unit. 
vacuum As engine uses oil, the unit 
replaces it. Dash light warns 
when reserve is used. Then a quart 
is added to crankcase and cycle 
repeats. Do not let oil get dan- 
gerously low. Nothing to forget, 
tuliy automatic. See your dealer or order direct. 
‘andard Model....$17.95 DeLuxe Model... .$19.95 
Special DeLuxe Model... $24.95 
Boats, other engines, write for prices. Cash with 
order saves C.O.D. charges. Satisfaction guaranteed 
AUTOMATIC OIL RESERVOIR CO. 
Dept. MT-6, Post Office Box 538, Oaklawn, Ill. 


AMAZING PERFORMANCE 


VERTEX 
MAGNETOS 
15% more power 
Faster Acceleration 
Proved High-Speed 
Performance 
Send 25¢ for complete 20 page, 


illustrated Vertex Handbook, in- 
cludes performance curves. 


RONCO CORP. 
Blue Bell 1, Pa. 
(Philadelphia Suburb) 


Phone Conshohocken 6-4124 
ENGINE 


a H WV ADAPTERS 


LARGEST SELECTION—TOP QUALITY 
GUARANTEED FIT—DEALERS ONLY 
ae co. 


CRAGAR <x: Bell 46 Calif, 


aetservors 


CRANKCASE Oil 
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SELL continued 


"39 PACKARD 12 conv. sed., engine just completely 
rebuilt; new clutch, brakes, and exhaust system. G. 
T. Wilson, 4 Eastwood Rd., Rt. 16, Media, Pa. 

‘06 FORD ROADSTER. A real antique, good con- 
dition. Car will be 50 years old next year. Best offer. 
Pictures 25c. W. A. Gebicke, 905 Hollywood Ave., 
Silver Spring, Md. 

‘27 DODGE 4-DR. SED. Engine, tires, body in fine 
shape; needs paint and upholstery; has ‘55 plates. 
Sacrifice $50 or less. Hurry. George A. Taube, 10840 
Arrowood St., Temple City, Calif. Phone: FO 
8-4769. 
‘29 FRANKLIN 4-DR. SED., original paint and 
upholstery, lots of rubber, very nice, has ‘55 plates. 
Sacrifice $265 or less. Must sell. George Taube, 
gare St., Temple City, Calif. Phone: FO 
8-47 

‘42 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL hardtop with ‘48 
Mercury engine, ‘48 Lincoln grille and bumpers. 
New blue paint. Bargain at $850. Muse sell. Walter 
E. Masters Jr., 1409 2nd St., Moundsville, W. Va. 
Phone: 371-J. 

°33 LA SALLE TOWN CPE., model 345-C; body, 
tires excellent. Engine overhauled, 6 wire wheels, 


sidemounts, trunk, luggage rack, original paint, 60,- | 


150 miles. Drive anywhere. $450. J. S. Brown, 
Scio, Ohio. 
‘34 PACKARD 7-PASS. SED., in excellent condi- 
tion both inside and outside. Will sell for best 
offer. Frank A. Shelton, 300 Witherspoon St., 
Princeton, N. 
'41 LINCOLN eT CONV.., 
condition, $750. . V. Lake, 301 West 6th St., 
Holloway sl bh Castle, Del. Phone: WII- 
mington 5-5019. 

« CADILLAC 75. Fabulous custom-built, 1-of-a- 
kind coachwork. Mileage 22,000. like new thruout. 


2195 or best offer. Might accept other classic in 
pn M. F. Bustin, Box 112, Cochituate, Mass. 
CLASSIC CAR faa CATALOGS: Packard, Chrys- 
ler, Lincoln, Cadillac, Pierce-Arrow, orphan and 
foreign cars; minimum $5 each. Also MoTor (N.Y.) 
Annual numbers; details for large stamped addressed 
envelope. A. E. Twohy, 400 N. Kenmore, Los 
Angeles. 

AUSTIN & AMERICAN BANTAM owners; have 
purchased entire Bantam stock on the West Coast. 
Owner's manual available, $2.25 each. Inquiries in- 
vited. Lou Asher 5301 Valley Blvd., Los Angeles. 
ATTENTION EMBLEM COLLECTORS: limited 
quantity American Bantam emblems available. 
Chrome letters on 3 different color backgrounds. 3 
same or assorted colors for $2 postpaid. Lou Asher, 
5301 Valley Blvd., Los Angeles. 

SMALL CAR BUILDERS, Bantam parts available 
windshield frame, fenders, axles, hubs, drums, brack- 
ets, steering, etc. Lou Asher, 5301 Valley Blvd., 
Los Angeles. 

‘°33, MORGAN 3-wheeler J.A.P. 1100 cc water 
cooled V2 engine. Concours condition; absolutely 
perfect; can be driven anywhere; excellence award, 
‘54 Motor Revue; sacrifice, $1295. Bud Wittenberg, 
622 N. Oakhurst Dr., Beverly Hills, Calif. 

'31 AUBURN 898-A conv. phaeton, fine classic; 
rebuilt Lycoming engine; spare head, manifolds, 
carbs, radiator, transmission, headlights; etc. Pix. 
on request. $800 or best offer. W. L. Mraz, Box 
112, Morris Plains, N.J. 

+8 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL conv., ‘51 Lincoln 
V8 engine, new white top, new carpeting orig. b'ue 


ww’'s, exc. cond $2800. W. Bowling, 521 Wiltshire 
Blvd., Dayton. Ohio. 
33 PIERCE-ARROW: Close-coupled salon sed., 140 
hp, recently overhauled, power brakes, free-wheeling, 
radio, clocks, good body, excellent uphols., $400. 
E. Carmo, 569 Lewis Ave., San Leandro, Calif. 
HILLMAN MINX conv. 90-hp V8 60, Evans mani- 
fold, heads, cam, flywheel. Ford transmission, 3.54 
Ford rear end. Pix on request. Ed Northup, 54 
Jehl Ave.. Watsonville, Calif. 
VINCENT, world’s fastest stock cycle, modified red 
hot, 135 mph, 200 miles since overhaul, never 
raced or spilled. $425 or trade for car. J. Graf, 339 
Union St., Lodi, N.J. 

MG-TD 4-cyl. hv. industrial engine with Mercury 
o.d. gearbox, 3000 miles on engine. Also, MG 
engine and rebuilt gearbox. Will deliver, name your 
Ken Williams, 632 Howard Pl., Madison, 

is. ALpine 6-6240. 
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oe” ~— phenomenal New Gane Newt 
Wy? Patented. Install yourself wich si 

, twist-of-che-wrist. Fits all cars! /> 
users already! Some report “no improvement” » 
try before you buy — send no money!—pay posta 
ft If amazed at increased mileage send only $1.50 pe 
needle (8 — cars use 2) otherwise return the “little stinkers” — Yo 
owe nothing. Rush make—year, No. cyl. of car. Free Tri Limited 
Newhouse, Dept. 328, 5805 E. Beverly Blivd., L.A. 22, Calif 


Get tuto 
AUTO BODY a+/ FENDER WORK} 
\! ly Big demand in Auto Body and F 





work. Start training now spare ¢ 
at home for good pay work. Pr, 
shop experience included. U 
Forge, covers metal work, 

\ ing, painting, etc. Placement sei 
—or we will show you how to 
your own shop. Behind U.E 
TRAINING is a large national 


ganization founded 1927. Write 
ee | day for FREE facts—no obligati 
Auto-Crafts Div., UTILITIES ENGINEERING INSTIT 


2523 Sheffield Ave., XAN-20, Chicago 14, Ill. 
0.K.! Rush Full Facts 





E adaiaie seein ree 
~ ‘Check here for information if you are under 17 





Warn Hubs disengage front 
ferential for use in 

range, give 4 W.D.s amazi 

peo, ge!.way, steering east 
cave gas, tires; stop front erd 
shimmy! Automatic models ale 

stop front axle torque, permit @ Hi 
high road speeds in 4 WD. 


OVER 60,000 IN USE!) high ronge! Use either drive 
anytime! Select drive needed- 


automa .ical!y with Warn Automatic Hubs, manual 

with Warn Locking Hubs. Willys models facte 

approved, sold only by Willys dealers worldwid 

Dodge, other 4 W.D.s at deaiers or write— 
WARN MFG. CO. 

Riverton Box 6064-16, Seattle 88, Washington 


SALESMEN!! 


Keep permanent records of mileage, 
ledging, meals and other traveling ex- 
penses with the new 


KEMPER DASH-LOG 


FOR AUTO DASH—De- 
signed for the dash on 
late model cars. Mount- 
ed easily on brackets & 
suction cup. Ideal for 
traveling men and ex- 
ecutives who need ac- 
curate day-to-day rec- 
ords. 





FOR THE DESK—KEMP- 
ER DASH LOG converts 
to a desk log by chang- 
ing the suction cup 
with the forked stand 
bracket included with 
: : oe each unit. 

The KEMPER DASH-LOG is constructed of die 

cast alloy and uses standard width adding 

machine tape. Can be wound in reverse for 

back reference. 

Available in green, gray, brown, blue or 

hammertone finish. 

Dealers—write today on your letterhead. 
a 


KEMPER MFG. CO. 
3917 Riverside Dr., Chino, Calif. 
Send check, cash or m.o. $6.95 postpaid. 
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cont S89 30-gallon output per hour. 
ve, permii@ Helium sealed. 
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ther drive§@ Prevents vapor lock. 

e ae @ Better cold weather starting. 

Is factoyg@ Built-in pressure release—no flooding. 


worldwide instant hot weather re-starts. 
@ Only 7 watts power at maximum fuel delivery. 
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BENDIX" ELECTRIC 
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FUEL PUMP 


You’re way out in front and you stay at the head of the par- 
ade when you install a Bendix* Electric Fuel Pump. It 
delivers more gallons per hour, is easier to install and gives 
“less cost per mile’’ operation. It’s the performance-proven, 
lightweight, electric fuel pump designed and manufactured 
by Bendix, foremost supplier to the automotive industry. 
Sold by independent garages and service stations. Write for 
illustrated folder. *REG. U.S. PAT. OFF. 


Sold in Canada by Bendix-Eclipse, Ltd; Windsor, Ont.; Canada 


ECLIPSE MACHINE DIVISION 
rover nom Bend. 

























NEW WORLDS OF EXCITING 


ileage, 


"| UNDERWATER ADVENTURE 


OG 






Whether you are a veteran, a novice or 
have never engaged in this exciting diversion, 
you will find page after page of intriguing 
information in UNDERWATER, 
THE SKINDIVER’S MANUAL. 
The LAKES, OCEANS and RIVERS of the 


_geue- i world provide an unexplored realm of 


ponverts thrills and fun for skin divers—join those 
Sage adventurous souls who have made this 

) stand new sport their favorite recreation. 
o oe 128 pages of adventure and information 
as are yours for just 75e. 

adding 

rse for UNDERWATER gives you tips on: 

lve or § @ Fresh & salt water locations 

ai ¢ Basic & advanced equipment 

_ 


ie Sport fishing underwater 
e Treasure hunting 
e Underwater photography 


ON SALE AT YOUR FAVORITE NEWSSTAND 
SEND 75c PLUS 10c POSTAGE TO 
TREND, INC., 5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 


















UNDERWATER 


The SKINDIVER'S Manual 
By Bil! Barede 
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A TREND HOW-TO-DO-IT BOOK 
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FINER 


gas 


IS 
YOURS ! 










DUAL SEIS 





















pnct 


Straight through construction for minimum back pressure, plus sound absorbing Fiberglas to 
absorb harsh exhaust noises, gives instantly improved performance . . 


OTHER SPORTSMAN PERFORMANCE BOOSTERS 


CAST MANIFOLD DUAL SETS 


See your dealer today! 


charge, our handy Mile-O-Dial . . . 
exact gas mileage in a jiffy. Act now... 


Arnold Haviland Company 


WHEN YOU INSTALL 


PORTSMAN 





THE ORIGINAL FIBERGLAS PACKED MUFFLER 


. plus a pleasing low tone. 





HEADER EXHAUST SYSTEMS 


FREE OFFER: Mail us a postcard with your name and address, and we'll send you, FREE of 
a pocket computer which enables you to calculate your 


the supply is limited. 


Defiance 22, Ohio 














DO YOU 











SUFFER FROM ACID 


most engine wear. 


INDIGESTION 


(Don't read this unless you're a sick automobile) 
GAS-TRICK* ACIDITY? Are you SLUGGISH? WEAK? RUNDOWN? 
Hate to get started in the morning? HEAD POUND? 

RINGS CLOGGED? VALVES STUCK? 

Do you DAWDLE BETWEEN STOPLIGHTS? 

FOR FAST RELIEF GET “KILL-WEAR” TODAY! 

Good for Cars or Trucks 

*Acid formed by combustion of gasoline in your engine 

. . . Acid combines with oil and moisture to corrode cylin- 

der walls, rings, valves, bearings . . . 

KILL-WEAR magnesium inserts neutralize 

these acids, reduce wear, retard sludge formation, prolong 

engine life. 


the real cause of 





C06 SICK T Over 90 Square Inches of Active Acid Killing Surface jf 














n 
of oil filter to... 


KILL-WEAR 


“Fits your oil filter where your motor oil circulates UNDER PRESSURE. “ 
5 ONLY $2.95 Postpaid. Send make and model 


p 4 Oo D U ; T S te dbloace§ canis. 











Get in on Micro-Midget rac- 
ing, America’s newest, most 
exciting, and fastest grow- 
ing sport. Speeds up to 30 
M.P.H. on a 1/10 mile track. 
Can be purchased in kit form 
or complete ready - to - run. 
Send 25 cents for completely 
illustrated literature describ- 
ing all details. 





For Racing at its Thrilling, 
Cxciting Best ..... 


JUNIOR MIDGET 
DEALERS INQUIRIES INVITED 


© 6 H.P. High Speed Engine 


© 50 M.P.H. Top Speed 






@ Soundly Engineered 
@ Precision-Built 
© Compact Sturdy Construction 


@ Moderately Priced 





! COMET MANUFACTURING CO. 













| Wit 


. will you have plastic side panels? 

. will you ride on air? 

; will you have a manually controlled 
au 1? 


at 





Read the big July MOTOR TREND for these answers—on sale at all newsstands. 
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SELL continued 


‘41 GRAHAM Hollywood Supercharger, Mose 


body, new paint, body good, motor good. Must 


$240 or best offer. Bob Stinn, 408 S. 24th & 


Omaha, Neb. 


‘27 STUTZ 8 7-pass. sed., engine just overhauled 
new uphols., new tires, new hydrostatic brakes. Red 
T. R. Nelson, 144 


ors anywhere. Make offer. 
. Sth —_ Columbus, Ohio. 


SPORTS C AR: Almost finished, 2 yrs., spare 


and over $2200 invested. Best offer, cash, trade, & 
both. See to appreciae Rust, 2751 N. Evelyn Ave, 


So. San Gabriel, Calif. ATlantic 9-3884. 


‘36 PACKARD Super 8 conv. cpe., Model 140§ 


completely restored to mint cond. $800 engine ¥ 
by Packard. Sell for $2500 or trade for Rolls-Re 

















or Duesy rdstr. or Jaguar cpe. Major Daniel, — 
Lolita St., Re. 1, Orange, Calif. 
35 PACKARD 8 4-dr. Wt. 4800. Practically new 
tires. Wire wheels. Very good condition. $350 o 
trade for any Pierce-Arrow. Deliver 300 mi. R 
Drake, Box 6, Boomer, 











a. 
'54 GLASSPAR FIBERGLAS experimental spors 





car, Mercury block, standard shift, o.d. 160 h 
4800 rpm. Genuine calfskin uphols. $3000. 
Taliafeiro, 10th and Francis St., St. Joseph, Mo. 
'42 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL V-12 hardtop, ‘48 
grille and front end. Motor and body very good 
No rust, will consider any reasonable offer. M. E 
Lambert, 2111 Bolivar St., Denton, Tex. 
39.'53 STUDE. Frank Morgan Co.’s dual carbs and 
alum. manifold witt 8 to 1 alum. head completely 
set up with modified = manifold. $100. 
ial Westhoff, 2628 . Jones St., Fe. Worth 
ex. 
‘34 PACKARD straight 8 cpe., just overhauled 
over $500 in engine. New tires and paint, all 
chrome refinished, uphols. fair, slight howl in rea 
end. $400. J. Schultz, 2912 Broadway, San Diego, 


Calif. 

‘40 CADILLAC CONV. 4-dr. limousine, excellem 
cond., 2 radios, sidemounts, glass partition, new 6 
ply ww’s, leather inter., glossy black paint. $875 
Rare model. Al Holub, Holub's Jewelry, Trear, lowa 
FRANKLIN ENGINE 6-cyl. '26-'28, excellent con 
dition, complete with all accessories. Reasonably 
priced. W. H. Judson, % Judson Research, Com 
shohocken, Pa. 

'48 CONTINENTAL hardtop, exc. cond., newly 
painted, navy blue, late '52 Cadillac engine installed 
by McBar and just decarbonized. Fully equipped) 
$2450. Jack Wherry, The Decker House, Maquokew 
Iowa. Phone OLive 2-2431. 


WANTED 
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GLASSPAR or other Fiberglas body, em wi 
top. State make and price first letter. R. E. 

Box 24, Littlefield, Tex. ‘ 
'32 FORD pic up in good cond., engine unimpét 
tant. State price and information. R. Bergstrom, # 
21st St., Hermosa Beach, Calif. 

"34-40 4-dr. CONV. with good unrusted body, 

mi. radius of Chicago. Prefer Cadillac, Buick, Pa } 
ard. Swap or eR Send pics. and price, will rep 
Al Warner, Rt. 1, Box 215, Roselle, Ill. i 
'41-'47 CADILLAC 75” PARTS, hood, front 
ders, skirts, 16'° wheel cover, trim parts, any “4 
47 front splashpan and bumper, 47 grille, 7.504 
16 tires. J. Dohner, 2903 Liberty Pkwy., Baltim 


Md. 

ONE PAIR WOOD-LITES and side lamps a la Ruy 
ton, must be in good shape. Also owner's man 
and tail lights for '34 Packard Super 8. D. Francks. 
2951 E. 28th Ave., Vancouver 12, B.C. 
MOTOR truck catalogs, manuals, magazines, a 
other related items wanted for the years 19 
through ‘48. Will buy, or can trade some old autl 
material. J. Montiville, 2995 Botanical Sq., Brom 
58, N.Y. LUdlow 4-0'13. 

‘29 or '30 CHRYSLER Imperial rdstr. Must be i 
reasonably good cond. Price and pics. if possible. B 
Orebaugh, Pikeway Motor Sales, New Market, Vv 
McCULLOCH supercharger, used slightly, in goo 
cond., 54-'55 Ford. Must be able to assure cond 
tion of unit. Write giving details and price. D. 
Allore, 3044 Robinson St., Regina, Sask., Canad 
PRE-'25 Stutz regardless of condition or model. $25 
reward for lead if such information results in a pur 
chase by me. F. Edwards, 839 Marsh Rd., Men 


Park, Calif. 

WINDSHIELD and brackets, rear seat cushion 0 
springs, top bows, doorhandles, ignition coil, spind 
bolts, or amy other parts for '24 ge couring. P 
Given, Box 113, Flora. Il. 

{.F. “30,” ‘10 or ‘11 model restored or in 

ae J condition. Send pics. and price. Will p 
for leads. R. Kershaw, P.O. Box 510, Montgomery 


a. 
30 CHEVROLET sed., 35,400 actual miles, bui 


out trunk, car in exc. shape, tires good, mowg” 


o’hauled, orig. paint. $325 or best offer. E. Wad 
dell, Box 231, Charles City, Iowa. 
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spare dike = POROUS BRONZE WALL FILTERS OUT 
aa PARTICLES AS SMALL AS 39 


MILLIONTHS OF AN INCH! 
odel 1404, 
engine 
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IMPROVED-LIFETIME ELEMENT fits all 














2 oil filters . . . lasts life of several cars. Ends 
replacement costs forever. Can't “soak up” 
Daniel, — E 1c : “ s 
detergents! Genuine “Improved-Lifetime 
ically ney strongest built—Outsells cheap thin-walled 
_ $350 of imitations that “appear” alike. Includes Acid 





0 mi. 


R. 





Neutralizer. 10-Year Guarantee. Only $6.95 






























ital spomg ppd.—Nowhere less! (Comp. w/housing, 
60 hp @§ $12.95 ppd.) “Full-Flow.” $11.95 ppd. Item #1. 
00. J. RK 
9h, Mo. 
rdtop, ‘48 HOLES FOR AIR-FLOW 
yery good 
ier. M. & 
carbs and 
completely 
id. $100 
t. Worth 
verhauled wr 
paint, all 
vl in rear G4 
an Diego, 
iy: 
excellen 
—— WITHOUT 
t. S875 ™ _ — ———---- 
car. om} CARBURETOR IMPROVEMENT. Gain 
lent conf 25% better gas economy. Gane Air-Jet 
enone Needle, replaces stock idling screw, feeds 
~ Pengine proper gas-air mix. Prevents “over- 
j., newhf loading” with raw gas, stops carbon deposits. 
fs frecision drilled . . . with special Air-Filter 
oeualll Cap. Install in 3 minutes. 10-day trial. Refund 
if not amazed. Specify carburetor. (2 needed 
for Dual Throat.) $1.50 each, ppd. Item #4. 
Perma-Bronze Fuel Filter 
ably wi with Lifetime Element 
E. C 


unimp@ 
trom, 4] 
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7.50q 

alain 






» la Ruy 


; manuf AMAZING POROUS BRONZE FUEL FIL- 


Franck TER keeps carburetor in perfect tune. Enjoy 








nes, anf Xtra mileage, greater power, pickup. Life- 
rs 190§ time element “screens out” all gums, tars, 
old aut@ moisture from gasoline. Better vaporization. 
» Brom Prevents fouling. No moving parts ... lasts 
ist be iq forever. Easy to install. Keeps carburetor 
sible. Ri from “gumming” up. Fits all cars. Now, save 


4 $1.00 . . . only $2.95 ppd. Item #8. 


ORDER BY MAIL TODAY! 


{ Satisfaction guaranteed, or money back! 
Send check and we ship postpaid items 
marked ppd.; others, F.O.B. Los Angeles. 
20% Dep. required on C.O.D.’s (no 
4C.0.D.’s outside U.S.A.). If Calif. resi- 
dent, add 3% Sales Tax. 
4 YOUR OWN AUTO ACCESSORY STORE! 
Meet demand in your area for 
high performance equipment. 
Newhouse Store Franchises now 
available. Complete “Business 
Packages.” Write, give business 
background, etc. Confidential! 
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(ADVERTISEMENT) 








MAGNAPLUG 
DESTROYS ACID 





SUPER “BROMO” FOR ENGINE ACIDS. 
Amazing “Magnaplug” Oil Purifier, replaces 
crankcase drain plug. Stops acid wear—ex- 
tends engine life up to 200,000 miles! Double 
action: (1) Free-Magnesium unit chemically 
neutralizes all engine acids; (2) Powerful 
Alnico Magnet draws all dangerous ferrous 
grit from oil. Cars stay new .. Install now, 
prevent further wear $2.95 ppd. Item #2. 





“FALSIES”? Your secret’s safe 
your black tires to gleam- 
this easy, inexpensive 
bonding permanently 
walls. Install in 


REAL OR 
when you change 
ing white sidewalls 
way! Super-strength 
welds white circles to tire 
minutes. Specify wheel size. Thick 100% 
Pure White Latex; ea. $3.25: set of 4, $9.80; 
set of 5, $11.95. Item #5. Thin Latex: set of 
4, only $6.95. Item #6. 

















4 55 ENGINE IN YOUR CAR? “Power- 
Thin” Gasket (type used on many °55’s) 
gives surging power .. . terrific gas economy! 
Equals milling head about .060”, greatly in- 
creases compression. Guaranteed blow-out 
proof. Not a cheap hand-cut gasket . . . pre- 
cision patterned for each make car. Avail. 
all cars—Solid Alum., $4.95 ppd. Solid Cop- 
per, $6.75 ppd. (V-8’s, same price). Item #9. 


AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRIES 









TIRES TREAD THE STRAIGHT & NAR- 
ROW when you install these amazing new 
Micro-Lok Spindle Nuts! 60-Point Micro- 


metric head holds front wheel bearings in 
perfect alignment. Stops “snake-tracking. 


Permits safer, more controlled steering. Tires 
last 5.000 miles longer—saves bearings, brake 
linings! Easy to install in minutes. For all 


cars, $2.95 per set ppd. Item #3. 














CAR RUNNING HOT? Radiator full of 
rust? McRay “Protecto-Rod” rids radiator 
and complete motor block of scale, corrosion, 
rust. Copper and zine discs set-up electro-gal- 
vanic battery action—removes old deposits 
that solvents and flushing can’t touch! Re- 
stores full effectiveness of a clean cooling 
system. 10-second installation in any radiator 
—can’t rattle. $1.95 Item #7. 


att Sea! 
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“RING JOB” IN A TUBE. New life, new 
power for your sluggish engine! Simply un- 
screw spark plugs, squeeze Holt’s Piston Seal 
into holes. Engine heat forms self-expanding 
seal. Boosts compression, cuts oil-consump- 
tion, ends piston slap . . . old car like new 
again! Insured by Lloyds of London! Can't 
harm finest engine . . . Accept only genuine, 
reliable “Holts.” Only $4.95 ppd. Item #10. 





Gentlemen: Please rush me the items circled at right: 


123456789 10 











My car is: Year. Model No. Cyl $ 

Name Full Price Enclosed. 
Addr $ 

City Zone State. 20% Deposit.Send C.0.D. 
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(ADVERTISEMENT) 


Here's How You Can Keep Your Engine 
Young and Powerful... As Long as You Want! 





You can get top power and performance from your engine 
almost indefinitely and the way is so simple you will be 
amazed no one thought of it before! 


VER since the automobile replaced 

the horse and buggy, engineers have 
been at work trying to produce an engine 
that will last as long as the car. The 
problem seemed an impossible one until 
attacked from a new angle. Engineers 
and mechanics have come to realize that 
the engine’s greatest enemies are corrosive 
compounds that tear down the motor. 
What are these corrosive agents? They 
include sulfuric acid, hydrogen bromide, 
carbonic acid and other metal-eaters 
which are formed in the engine as the 
result of fuel combustion. These acids 
and water are an inescapable part of the 
combustion process and cannot be elimi- 
nated. While these agents remain in the 
engine, your car is slowly but surely 
destroying itself with every mile you 
drive. 

John Bentley, famous racing driver 
and magazine editor, commented on the 
harmful effects of acid in a recent article 
in his magazine. Bentley said: “It is 
a demonstrable fact that the greatest 
enemy of your engine—the most damag- 
ing single influence constantly at work 
in shortening its life and lowering its 
efficiency—is acid. This acid does not 
come from the lubricating oil, but from 
the gasoline burned. In other words, it 
is an inevitable product of combustion.” 

Auto expert Bentley went on to explain 
there are some six pounds of sulfur— 
enough to produce five gallons of strong 
sulfuric acid—in every 1,000 gallons of 
gasoline. We might say the average mo- 
torist uses 1,000 gallons of gasoline, 
probably more, in his car every year. 
That means he is pouring five gallons of 
metal-eating acid into his engine every 
12 months. In addition, leaded gasolines 
contain appreciable quantities of bro- 
mine and chlorine which are turned into 
harmful] hydrogen bromide and hydrogen 
chloride during combustion. Theoretical- 
ly, the products of combustion in your 
car’s engine are enough to form a pint 
of acid during each day’s long run. 

New alkaline oils have some effect 
against the damaging acid action, but 
only while the oil is new. Furthermore, 
in the upper cylinder region where there 
is very little oil circulation, the alkaline 
reserves are completely used up in a 
short time. With water condensing in 
relatively large amounts in this area, the 
upper cylinder region makes a perfect 
acid “still.” To combat this acid forma- 
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tion requires a stronger and more effec- 


tive agent than ine oils can supply. 
TESTS B IN 1940 


It did not take an engineer to diagnose 
the fact that metal-eating acids will 
quickly destroy an auto engine. But an 
engineer and the situation just happened 
to come together at the right time to 
solve the problem of how to rid the en- 
gine of the harmful agents. The engineer 
was Winthrop A. Johns. Win, as he is 
called, was doing experimental work on 
diesel aircraft engines when he became 
interested in the engine-wear problem. 
Back in 1940, Mr. Johns was carrying out 
high temperature test runs on an experi- 
mental diesel aircraft engine to check 
piston ring and bearing wear. With the 
Prestone coolant at 250 degrees F., he 
expected some breakdown in the lubricat- 
ing oil, but in this he was agreeably sur- 
prised. The oil stood up under the ex- 
treme conditions and the diesel went on 
humming. 

Mr. Johns could not explain the 
strange events, but decided to look in- 
to the unusual occurrence. He already 
knew, of course, all about corrosive ef- 
fects on internal combustion engines and 
realized he might be working towards the 
answer to the corrosive acids problem. 
In reviewing his diesel experiments, the 
Dunellen, N.J., engineer came to realize 
that with crankcase temperature above 
the dew-point of the blow-by gases, little 
or no water could condense. Without the 
presence of water there was less corrosion 
and yet, obviously, condensed water in 
itself has no power to harm engine met- 
als. Therefore, he concluded, the con- 
densed water coupled with the blow-by 
acid gases must be doing the damage. 

Experimenting in his own laboratory 
and using his own car, a 1940 Ford V8, 
as a test vehicle, Mr. Johns soon estab- 
lished a plan of action. An alkaline sub- 
stance was needed in the engine to neu- 
tralize the harmful effect of the acids. 
The principle was simple. Acids would 
attack the alkaline substance and be 
“neutralized” or destroyed. Early experi- 
ments to neutralize engine acids were 
conducted using caustic potash or potas- 
sium hydroxide. Although this neutraliz- 
ing agent successfully performed its in- 
tended job of dealing with the destructive 
acids, it was rejected because it was 
found to be too harsh and dangerous to 
handle safely. 


AN AMAZING OFFER AND GUARANTEE 
BY WINTHROP A. JOHNS 





Mr. Winthrop A. Johns, mechanical engineer 
(M.1.T.) and member of the Society of Automo- 
tive Engineers, who has discovered a method of 
combatting engine acids by means of a magne- 
sium alloy neutralizing device. 

Mr. Johns next chose a magnesium al- 
loy as a neutralizing agent. The result 
was the Magna-Power Acid Neutralizer. 
In its final form, the neutralizer. plug 
was a piece of magnesium alloy—actual- 
ly a chemical in solid form—attached 
to the crankcase drain plug. Why was 
the chemical magnesium chosen for the 
job? An independent report made by a 
Canadian governmental research team 
shows the wisdom of the choice. 

CANADIAN RESEARCH TEAMS 
HAVE FOUND THAT: 

“Adding certain metals or chemicals to 
automobile oil will greatly extend its use- 
ful life. 


Before and After—125,000 Miles 








Pat. applied for 


Before and after series demonstrates acid ac- 
tion on a Magna-Power plug taken from a 
Studebaker Six after 125,000 miles. Corroded 
plug was taken from one of a fleet of hard- 
driven dairy trucks used in a Magna-Power road 
test. Test helped prove Magna-Power slows oil 
deterioration during hot summer months when 
synthetic and natural oils tend to break down 
more rapidly. 
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“To the motorist this means that he 
may be able to drive for 7,000 miles or 
more without changing oil, instead of 
ihe usual 1,000 or 2,000 miles. 

“Several years of laboratory work has 
shown that the metals Lithium, Potas- 
sum, Sodium and Magnesium or some 
of their salts or oxides slow down the 
oxidation that destroys and contaminates 
the motor oil. Good results were shown 
on two test vehicles.” 

They then suggested...“that a piece 
of one of the metals could be placed in 
direct contact with the engine oil by 
attaching it to the car’s oil drain plug...” 

In other words, the basic idea behind 
\lagna-Power’s extraordinary perform- 
ance is that corrosive acids attack some 
metals more readily than others. A mag- 
sium-aluminum alloy was found to be 
highly susceptible to attack by corrosive 
acids. Immediately the question arose, 
could the combination of alkaline oils and 
a magnesium alloy lead to excess alkalin- 
iy? The answer is definitely “No!” As a 
matter of fact, in all experimental work 
done with magnesium alloys no case of 
increased alkalinity has ever been noted. 
Magnesium does not increase alkalinity 
probably because of the insolubility of its 
hydroxide. If alkaline metals such as lith- 
ium, sodium or potassium were used, there 
wight be some danger, but tests would 
lave to be run to determine exact effects. 





BREAKING THE CIRCLE 
Acids normally formed through com- 


(ADVERTISEMENT) 


bustion are not only strong, but very 
thirsty. Sulfur trioxide, for example, will 
hold water until boiling at over 500 de- 
grees F. Therefore, the acids cannot be 
removed by heat, filtration or any of the 
normal processes. To make the situation 
more serious, the formation of acid rapid- 
ly becomes self-accelerating. The acids 
draw water that draws more acids that 
draw more water. The easiest way to 


Combustion 






Gasoline Corrosive 
I one f blow-by 
mpuritie 

ENGINE Gases 
WEAR 


H,O 


~H,0- 
The Vicious Circle 

stop this damaging circle is to destroy 
the acid through the use of a magnesium 
alloy. When the acid is destroyed by the 
alloy, water is no longer held and without 
water the acids cannot grow. Thus, 
through the use of a magnesium alloy 

plug. the vicious circle is interrupted. 
Before we discuss the damage done to 
your car by corrosive acids, let's ex- 
amine the role that friction—your en- 
gine’s scapegoat—plays in wearing down 
your automobile’s life. To make it short 
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that car go ! 
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"150.000 miles on the engi 
1000 miles on engine 
yet the parts are Still like new /” 
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As one Magna-Power fan wrote: | used to change the oil in my ‘46 Chevy every 1,500 miles. 
Between changes | would add two quarts of oil. That was before | invested $2.95 in a 
Magna-Power acid neutralizer. Following the installation of Magna-Power, | was able to run 
my Chevy 7,000 miles—yes, 7,000 miles—before changing the oil. That means Magna-Power 
paid for itself three times over in that one instance. But that wasn't the end of my savings! 
During the 7,000 miles, | only had to add four quarts of oil. That meant an additional sav- 
ings of four quarts of oil, considering the car's previous oil consumption. | tell all my 
friends to send $2.95 to Johns Mfg. Co., Middlesex, N.J., for their Magna-Power Plug! More 
mileage between oil changes and less oil consumption mean dollars in my pocket. 
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"14 years old, but 
she goes 75 mph, 
in second” 
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and sweet, as any engineer can tell you, 
friction has little harmful effect on your 
automobile. The problem of friction-wear 
in present day automobiles has been 
licked through the great engineering 
advances made during the past 50 years. 
Metal rubbing against metal can be 
damaging, but today’s vehicles are con- 
structed to cut harmful friction to a bare 
minimum. 

What about the friction areas that still 
remain in every auto engine? In almos' 
all instances, these areas are protecte:! 
by lubrication. This protection is easy to 
understand as it is accomplished by pro 
viding a slippery film of oil between 
metals in extremely close operational con- 
tact. The combination of modern engi- 
neering and high quality lubricants leaves 
corrosive acids as the final dangerous 
threat to the life of your engine. 

One important point often overlooked 
in analyzing the results of wear on an 
engine is that the products of corrosion 
are themselves abrasives. For example. 
one end product of acid attack on iron is 
iron oxide, more widely known as rust 
This rust, sold commercially as jewelers 
rouge, is formed in a raw state in your 
automobile engine, on the very surface 
you are trying to protect. 

Here is the beginning of another accel- 
erating circle in the auto engine. Alumi- 
num forms aluminum sulphates, oxides 
and carbonates, all of which form in tiny 
hard crystals with sharp edges. When 
these crystals break away from the sur- 


face they scratch and tear both the 
aluminum and the iron of the cylinder 
wall, setting both the metal and ihe 
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Win Johns and the original test car. 


abrasive free in the oil film causing 
further abrasive action. Thus in a normal 
engine it is impossible to separate the ef- 
fects of friction or abrasive wear and 
those of acid corrosion since the one con- 
tributes to the other. When acids are 
eliminated, these secondary abrasives are 
also eliminated and another damaging 
cycle is interrupted. 


HERE ARE THE RESULTS 


How would you like to drive a car 14 
years—more than 150,000 miles—without 
an overhaul and then find the engine 
gives you more pick-up, more gas mileage 
and greater efficiency than when it was 
new? That is the case with Win Johns 
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and his original test vehicle, a 1940 Ford 
V8. Here is a description of the test 
Ford taken from the May, 1954, issue of 
AUTO AGE. “...the engine is absolutely 
remarkable. It idles down to 125 rpm as 
smoothly and evenly as a turbine and in 
almost complete silence. Stopwatch tests 
show that it will accelerate from 10 to 
50 mph in 16 secs. and can cover a stand- 
ing quarter mile in 21 secs. At 70 mph 
(on the speedometer) there is plenty of 
throttle left and an impression of liveli- 
ness. The Ford . .. was dismantled at 
117,000 miles, when bore wear was found 
to average .00095 inches, or less than one 
thousandth of an inch. The reader may 
draw his own conclusions.” 

Another interesting point brought out 
in the magazine article was the condition 
of one set of spark plugs used in the test 
vehicle. These spark plugs ran more than 
61,000 miles—or two and one half times 
around the world. Four points were no- 
ticeable in a quick examination of the 
plugs, which, by the way, are still in 
functioning condition. First, these plugs, 
purchased in the early post war years, 
were not of a popular brand name. 
Secondly, the porcelain insulation on 
three of the plugs was almost entirely 
gone. The insulation was so far burned 
away that it was hard to understand 
how the plug could fire at all without 
constantly shorting across the interior. 
Thirdly, although the electrodes were 
worn rather thin, the spark plugs still 
performed evenly and without misfire. 
Finally, the plugs examined were al- 
most entirely free from traces of carbon 
and an excellent mixture adjustment was 
indicated. 





Actual photo of one of the spark plugs after 
61,810 miles. Note good condition of electrodes. 


Here is further proof of the effective- 
ness of Magna-Power. Magnesium plugs 
were installed on the engines of one half 
of a 30-vehicle milk delivery fleet back 
in 1949. The other 15 trucks were used as 
comparative control vehicles. The tests, 
which ran over a three-year period, cov- 
ered more than two million miles of ar- 
duous stop-and-start service. What were 
the results of the fleet test? According 
to Mr. Edward L. Hark, garage super- 
intendent of the Farmers and Consumers 
Dairy, Morristown, N.J., engine wear was 
reduced by 82 per cent on the trucks 
equipped with the magnesium plug. Ad- 
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(ADVERTISEMENT) 


ditional benefits included better oil and 
gas mileage and longer spark plug life. 

In inspecting two of the actual Stude- 
baker engines used in the above test, 
certain factors were noticeable. One en- 
gine, an R15, had been fitted with the 
magnesium plug; the other, an M16, had 
not and therefore provided a valuable 
means of comparison. The R15 engine 
broke a piston on June 15, 1952, after 
covering 125,000 miles. Unfortunately, 
the truck was driven eight miles with a 
loose connecting rod which ruptured one 
of the cylinder walls. Nevertheless, bore 
wear on the five measurable cylinders 
averaged .006 inches, giving a negligible 
wear of .00049 inches per 10,000 miles. 
The M16 “control” engine, running 
without magnesium protection for a dis- 
tance of only 45,000 miles, showed bore 
wear of .015 inches. This is equivalent 
to a wear factor of .00331 inches per 
10,000 miles or 6.8 times more rapid 
than that of the protected engine. 

A further point of interest, according 
to Mr. Hark. is that while the R15 was 
run on premium grade lubricating oils, 
the control engine had the benefit of 
using only heavy duty alkaline deter- 
gent oil for added protection. In spite 
of this, the recorded rate of wear was 
680 per cent more rapid than that of 
the engine with the magnesium acid 
neutralizer plug. Interestingly enough, 
the chart showing the effect of this plug 
on drain oil mineral acid indicates rough- 
ly 700 per cent more mineral (corrosive) 
acid formation in engines without the 
magnesium 

ENGINES WITHOUT MAGNA-POWER 


Total Wear Wear Rate (micro-inches 
Mileage (inches) per 10,000 miles) 
*45,052 01492 3310 

45,700 01114 2440 

30,886 01192 3860 

45,918 01344 2830 

ENGINES WITH MAGNA-POWER 
*125,482 485 
65,321 00284 437 
25,712 00218 848 
45,117 00333 740 


(*These engines were taken from the same truck 
used by the same driver on the same run.) 


Conducted under normal operating 
conditions over a three-year period, this 
test proves the tremendous reduction in 
wear made possible by the use of the 
magnesium alloy acid neutralizer. 

A more recent independent test is 
highly indicative of the acid neutralizer’s 
effectiveness in reducing engine varnish 
and sludge formation. J. A. Milteer of 
Quitman, Ga., removed the magnesium 
plug from his 1953 Ford 6 at a regular 
oil change on May llth, 1954. Shell 
X-100 #20W was put into the engine. On 
June 13th, after driving 2,657 miles with- 
out adding oil, Mr. Milteer changed his 
oil and reinstalled the Magna-Power. 
Again Shell X-100 #20 was used. A 
sample of the oil drained from the Ford 
6 was immediately forwarded to the 
Southern Analytical Laboratory in Jack- 
sonville, Fla. Meanwhile, the engine was 
used until July 10th to cover 2,700 miles. 


At this time the oil was drained and ap. 
other sample sent to Southern. 

The most significant part of the re 
port issued by Southern is the great dif. 
ference in sludge and resin in the Magna. 
Power oil. There was approximately 
1700% more sludge in the oil that had 
not been affected by the magnesium alloy 
plug than the oil used with Magna-Power, 
Here are the actual figures as presented 
by the Southern Analytical Laboratory 
in their reports #36280 and #36333: 


With Without 
Magna-Power Magna-Pows 
Sludge: 0.3% 5% 
Resins and Gum: None 0.5% 
Sugars (reducing 
substances): Trace Present 


FOR TOP PERFORMANCE 

WITH MINIMUM WEAR 
Road tests covering millions of miles 
have given us the ideal combination for 
top engine performance with a minimum 
of wear. This combination is the use of 
Magna-Power with a good oil filter and 
alkaline oils. As has been explained, Mag. 
na-Power neutralizes the acid found in 
the engine system. Without acid the for- 
mation of sludge, varnish and resin is 


drastically reduced. Furthermore, earlier} 


deposits of these engine-damaging com- 
pounds are attacked by Magna-Power’s 
electrolytic action and slowly destroyed. 
In an automobile equipped with an oil 
filter unit, any small quantity of acid 
formed compounds remaining in the oil 
system are easily absorbed by the filter. 
These damaging compounds will be re 
moved from the oil system when the filter 
cartridge is changed. Meanwhile, with less 
waste being carried in the oil, extra miles 
will be added to the normal life of the 
filter. It has been discovered that filter 
cartridge life is often tripled due to the 
decreased amounts of sludge and resins 
formed in the engine. As for the use of 
“heavy-duty” oils in conjunction with 
Magna-Power, they result in a terrific 
reduction of wear in the engine. Tests on 
engines using detergent alkaline oils show 
wear reduction of 4 to % in passenger 
cars. Magna-Power gives consistent fig- 
ures of 1/10th the former wear in the 
same type service. It would seem that 
Magna-Power used with the new oils 
would result in even greater reductions in 
wear. 





Shown above are four of the many types of 
Magna-Power acid neutralizer plugs. These 
plugs are designed to fit every American-made 


a » P foreign makes and leading 
sports cars. There is one to fit your car. 
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Here are the ANSWERS to some of the 
QUESTIONS you may have: 


How does Magna-Power protect engine oil 
during the warm summer months? 

Oil tends to deteriorate more rapidly 
during the warm summer months as hot 
weather joins with engine heat in break- 
ing down oil components. When the mag- 
nesium alloy is introduced into the oil 
system, a strong blocking action is es- 
tablished. This means cleaner and clearer 
oil because there are less break-down 
products to interfere with proper lubrica- 
tion. Oil shows cleaner even after the first 
1,000 miles. By the time you reach 5,000 
miles with Magna-Power protection there 
will even be a noticeable increase in en- 
gine power. The best way to measure 
the performance change is to time the 
acceleration from 10 to 50 mph over the 
same road in the same direction and 


~~ 





LESS OIL CONSUMPTION ... 

| had one of your plugs in my ‘41 Buick Spe- 
cial for about 5,000 miles. Thereafter, the oil 
mileage increased from 700 miles per quart to 
1,500! Since nothing else, including driving hab- 
its, had changed | must conclude that Magna- 
Power was responsible. | don’t see how this 
could happen, but cannot refute the testimony 
of my dipstick. —H.H.L., Fairborn, Ohio 


MOTOR IS CLEAN... 

Over a year ago | installed Magna-Power in 
my ‘52 Packard 300. Now, 8,000 miles later, it 
purrs like a big tomcat. Unfortunately, | had to 
have the valves ground, but | believe this was 
caused by the re-refined oil | was using which 
‘ found to contain a 15% asphalt base. 

I’m back on detergent oil again since the 
salve grind and everyone remarks how quiet 
the motor is. The mechanic who did the work 
is a Packard specialist and he informed me he 
had never seen so clean a motor. Even the hy- 
draulic lifters didn’t need to be cleaned. I’ve 
used many additives, but never have | experi- 
enced this case before. There can be but one 
answer—Magna-Power. 

If | have as good luck with my Packard as 
you did with your Ford, | shall have to change 
my will to include my car and give it to my 
grandchildren. —T.E.C., Seattle 3, Wash. 


INCREASED SPARK PLUG LIFE... 

| am desirous of procuring another Magna- 
Power acid neutralizer for a 1954 Ford six cylin- 
der. | have used one in my Nash for about three 
years with excellent results. The car has been 
driven 44,000 miles and the head has never 
been off. Power has not decreased and spark 
plug life has been considerably extended. | am 
forwarding a check for $2.95 to cover cost of the 
new Magna-Power. —A.W.D., Chappaqua, N.Y. 


MOTOR PERFORMS BEAUTIFULLY... 

1 am using one of your Magna-Power acid 
neutralizers in my ‘53 Chevrolet. | have about 
15,000 miles on the car—around 10,000 since 
installing your drain plug. The motor performs 
beautifully; original plugs (Champion) show 
only a slight deterioration of the insulator ends. 
| add about a quart of oil between changes. 
Recently | drove the car non-stop for 24 hours 
at about 50 mph and had to replace only one 
pint of oil. —J.A.M., Belmont, Calif. 


ENGINE BETTER THAN NEW... 
1 am very anxious to install this new plug as 
| had one on my 1951 Plymouth which was 








WHAT MAGNA-POWER USERS WRITE: 


(ADVERTISEMENT) 


under the same weather conditions. Check 
your acceleration now, then compare it 
after installing Magna-Power. 
Will the Magna-Power plug show signs of 
“wear? 

The magnesium acid neutralizer plug 
will show signs of “wear” probably after 
several thousand miles (see photo on first 
page, “Before and After”). Although 
there is not a direct ratio between wear 
and effectiveness, the corroded surface 
of the magnesium alloy is an indication 
that acids have turned their attention 
from engine metals to your Magna-Power. 
That is why the magnesium alloy is called 
a “sacrifice” metal—it is slowly destroyed 
by acids while protecting the engine. 
My car has already gone 55,000 miles. Will 
Magna-Power help it? 

Our tests indicate that if a passenger 
car engine uses less than a quart of oil 





~e 


traded in at 39,000 miles and the motor was in 
better condition than when it was purchased 
new. —H.P.C., Mt. Ephraim, N.J. 


MORE POWER, LESS OIL... 

In Aug. of 1952 | purchased a Magna-Power 
Acid Neutralizer auto crankcase drain plug for 
my 1949 DeSoto car. | used this for some 25,000 
miles with remarkable results:—1. 


and gas. 3. Remarkable spark plug life. Actually 
my car had more “get-up-and-go” at 46,000 
miles than it had at 5,000 miles. | attribute it 
all to the plug | purchased from you people. | 
actually sold my car for over twice its retail 
value, just because of the pep and snap it 
actually had. —R.F.H., Ashland, Ohio 


SEND ANOTHER MAGNA-POWER ... 

In April, | purchased a “Magna-Power” plug 
for my 1951 Buick. It has lived up to the things 
you said it would. Now | would like to pur- 
chase one for my other car. Enclosed find check 
for $2.95 for one “Magna-Power” plug for my 


Just traded in my 1951 Mercury—used your 
Magna-Power for 28,000 miles. Car has as much 
power as when new—and is using no oil. Think 
your product must have helped a lot since much 
of this mileage was city stop and go driving. 
Please hurry the new unit and thanks a lot. 

—H.E.G., Indianapolis, Ind. 


ALL AROUND BETTER PERFORMANCE... 

| have installed the Magna-Power acid neu- 
tralizer on several cars, some with as many as 
10,000 miles on them. 

In each case, | have found evidence of in- 
creased performance. However, the more notice- 
able has been the decreased amount of servic- 
ing required. The spark plugs have longer serv- 
ice periods, and the crankcase oil seems to 
stay free from sludge for longer periods. 

The compression tests made on these cars 
have either remained the same or have in- 
creased over periods of use of approximately 
20,000 miles. 

The mileage per gallon of gas has not de- 
creased, and the oil consumption has not in- 
creased, These are real indications of better 
economy. 

From these indications, it may then be con- 
cluded that the Magna-Power acid neutralizer 
does the job that you claim it can do. 

—J.K., Nixon, N.J. 


FOR YOUR MAGNA-POWER, SEND $2.95 TO: 
JOHNS MFG. CO., DEPT. MT-65, MIDDLESEX, N.J. 


1953 Chevrolet Station Wagon, Series No. 150. 
—K.H.B., Middlebury, Conn. 
AS MUCH POWER AS NEW... 
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Much more 
power and pep. 2. Better mileage on both oil 





The next time you have your oil changed, 
replace the oil drain plug with Magna-Power, 
the magnesium acid neutralizer. Your mechanic 
will do it at no extra charge to you and with 
no bother to himself. 


cach 500 miles then the Magna-Power 
will help. Beyond that it may help, but 
controlled tests have not yet been con- 
ducted to give conclusive proof. 

What is the effect on oil change periods 
and filter life? 

We find that in passenger car service 
4,000 mile oil changes are adequate and 
even then there is some doubt about the 
necessity of change. Filter cartridge life 
doubles or triples due to the decreased 
amounts of sludge and resins formed; 
they are good for 12,000 or even 16,000 
miles. 

OUR WAY OF DOING BUSINESS 

Fill out the coupon at the bottom of 
this page and mail it to us today. Your 
Magna-Power is shipped to you as soon 
as your order is received. There is no 
long delay, no long wait to protect your 
car with Magna-Power. Have the Magna- 
Power neutralizer plug installed in your 
oil drain pan at your next oil change, then 
see the difference in your automobile. 

Buy Magna-Power . .. try Magna-Pow- 
er... and if you are not completely satis- 
fied, your money will be quickly refund- 
ed. You cannot lose with Magna-Power! 
EXPERIMENT WITH THE MAGNA-POWER 

NEUTRALIZER AT OUR RISK 
If you are not satisfied with the way it works, 
send it back, at any time (years from now, if 
you choose), for an immediate refund. 


Canadian orders filled from Toronto stock . . . $2.95 
each, tax incl. Canadian checks, money orders or cash 
accepted.—Available for foreign and U.S. passenger 
cars, trucks, buses, tractors and many other engines. 
Indicate year and make of vehicle with all orders. 


SS SS SS SS SS SS SS SSBB eee eee eee 
JOHNS MFG. CO., Dept. MT-65, Middlesex, N.J. 


 - 4 F ee. eee (make)......... (year). 


Please send me, postpaid, a MAGNA-POWER acid neu- 
tralizer. | enclose $2.95. | understand that it is sold 
with an unconditional guarantee of satisfaction or my 
money back! 
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make your car come 


ALIVE with POWER 


> by installing a 


G Yuusnd vvar 


XHAUST SYSTEM 
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Converts your 
present engine into 
a modern power 
plant 
Follow the trend set by today's dual-conscious car 
manufacturers. Step up the performance of your 
automobile with a Grand Dual Exhaust System. 
like factory-installed equipment, Grand Duals 
increase the efficiency of your engine . . . put 
unused power to work for you and reduce your 
gas expense up to 20%. Put your car in the 
power-class of today’s newest automobiles .. . 
install a Grand Dual Exhaust System now! 






aii Si iii DUALS AND HEADERS 


For all V-8 cars and 6 cyl. Chevrolets 








DUAL SYSTEM DUAL HEADER SYSTEM 
= » —_— 
quomah —— . 
EXMAUST PIPE ORIGINAL méaper «TWO GRAND OP/GINAL 
EXTENSIONS «© MUFFLERS Tait Pe 
A 
i Cd / a 
i ——.. 
Make Dual Dual Header 
Automobile System System 
Buick v-8 1953-55 
Cadillac v-8 1950-51 1950-51 
Chevrolet 6 1941-55 
Chevrolet v-8 1955 
Chrysler v-8 1951-55 
De Soto v-8 1952-55 
Dodge v-8 1953-55 
Ford v-8 1935-55 1937-55 
Hudson v-8 955 
Lincoin v-8 1949-54 1949-54 
Mercury v-8 1939-55 1939-55 
Nash v-8 1955 
Oldsmobile v-8 1949-55 1949-55 
Packard v-8 1955 
Plymouth v-8 1955 
Pontiac v-8 1955 
Studebaker v-8 1951-55 1951-52 


































eS Lay FACTORY DUPLICATE 
REAR OUTLET 
MANIFOLDS 
for Ford 
and Mercury 
For all model Fords 
1952-55 and Mer- 
curys 1952-54 ex- 
cept Station Wagon. 


J 


FIBERGLASS PACKED 
MUFFLERS 
The Complete Line of Mellow-Toned Mufflers 


First Fully Engineered Fiberglass Packed Mufflers 


Also—A Complete Line of Deep - Toned, 
High Efficiency Steel Packed 


Mufflers 
Available at Better Auto- 
motive Dealers Everywhere 


a FREE Descriptive Folder 
GRAND AUTOMOTIVE PRODUCTS 


RUBY STREET ME PARK LIN 







| Today for 
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ROL-O-TINT uses an amber-tinted roller 
shade to reduce the effects of dazzling sun and 
road glare, yet it’s designed to brighten the 
overall view of the road without eyestrain. 
Hammerloid case, 18- and 20-inch widths, 
$4.95 and $5.45. Add $1 for chrome finish. 
Write the Solrol Mfg. Co., 4404 S. Western 
Ave., Chicago. 
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| AUTOMATICALLY providing proper air- 
fuel ratio for fast, easy starts, the Acme Start- 
er control quickly converts any pushbutton- 
type or key-starting system to accelerator ped- 
dal starting. The compact unit is easy to in- 
stall, sells for $4.95 postpaid. It’s made by 
Acme Engineering Co., P.O. Box 395, Lo- 
gansport, Ind. 




















THE LATEST in sports clothing with that 
“Scuderia Look,” Motoralls are made of San- 
forized, vat-dyed sailcloth in 6 “team” colors. 
Featured are raglan shoulders, adjustable legs 
and sleeves, full zippers. Small, medium, 
large, extra-large for men; small, medium, 
large in women’s sizes. $14.95 plus tax. Club 
rates supplied on request. Sports Motorall, 
2715 S. Main St., Los Angeles 7. 


Motoring Trends’ 


This department is not composed of paid advertising. All items are guaranteed by the manufacturer 
for immediate refund if you are not satisfied. Claims made herein are those of the manufacturer, and do 
not constitute an endorsement by Motor Trend. When ordering, include sales tax if required by your state, 
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See : to Pre 
This is 
MOTEST?’S precision tire pressure tester has you h 
indicator styled to provide maximum legibil- }}\\"\,;) 
ity, yet it’s built to withstand rough handling MOTO 
that would affect accuracy of an ordinary tire fj “"""" 
gauge. Model 211 shown is supplied in leath- Only | 
er pouch. For further details and price list, 
write: A. R. Fisher Products Corp., 21-22 355 
44th Dr., Long Island City 1, N.Y. : 





THE FIRST all-metal kit from Exakta Cast- ~ 
ing Co. in London is now available in the 
U.S. The 1904 Darracq shown here utilizes 
scale metal castings to achieve its true-replica 7 
appearance. Kit price is $3.50 postpaid. It 
comes assembled, hand-painted, mounted on 7 
a wooden base for $9.75. Graphic Designers, 
4 Holly Park, Finchley, London N.3, England. 
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U 
dragster? This low-cost fuel block kit is de- 
signed to give the correct mixture for maxi- 
mum speed and power output. Available for 
Ford, Merc, Chevy, and Plymouth engines 
running dual, triple, or quad carburetors. 
Write for complete catalog listing equipment 
for all makes and models. Segal Automotive, 
1521 N. Gardner, M15, Los -Angeles. 
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f- YOUR CAR ENGINE PINGS. 


yOu NEED PYRONIL 


HERE'S WHY — PYROIL “A” in 
your gas tank will stop pre-igni- 
tion ping. PYROIL corrects the 
cause, restores new car pep and 
power, increases mileage. It pre- 
vents valve burning, eliminates 
overheating. 
, 

PYROIL... It doesn’t cost HEAT-PROOF UPPER 
«..lt PAYS! ENGINE LUBRICANT 

Get PYROIL“A” Today © See your favorite service 
Only 25¢ station, garage or dealer. 

Or write for exciting trial 
offer. Pyroil, Dept.MT-65, 
La Crosse, Wis., U. S. A. 











* WORLD FAMOUS SINCE 1929 


SA CAR STOLEN 
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Feel Safe, Sure... 
INSTALL 







Aug. 1954 

The Positive Way “CAR-GUARD” 
to Prevent Car Theft 

This is it—Install CAR-GUARD in just minutes and 


you have a ‘24-Hour Watchman” over your car 
that ACTUALLY PREVENTS CROSSED WIRES, 
DUPLICATE KEYS, ETC. from STARTING YOUR 


MOTOR. Installs in any car, new or old .. . 
requires no mechanical ability. 
Send check or M.O. 
Only $2.95 PPD. Satisfaction Guaranteed. 
ALLY-GREEN 








355 Lefferts Ave., Brooklyn 25, New York 
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“3 ROAST new rugged powel ge t 
economy, flashing get-away. Ge 
parts list, pics, hop-up info, tune-up tips all for 
50c with Double-Your-Money Certificate worth $1 
on buys. Tell whether for V8 or Champion. Write 


* FRANK MORGAN CO. Dept. 81-6 














MARYSVILLE, CALIFORNIA 








BRUSH THE FOLLOWING! postage prepaid! 
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low-cost kits... genuine PERFORM- 


9 for high 
speed stop. Save up to 50% on quality 
PT brake by now ... save 


ordering 
100% on labor by installing it yourself! 


: KIT A Everything you need to do-it- ~ 
r. yourself... lining ... rivets... instruc- * 
. tions! Easy to install! : 
5 KIT B Completely assembled shoe : 
: with bonded lining . . . simple to install at : 

fantastic savings! Bey 


ORDER YOUR KIT TODAY! 4 





trolled and * 4 


a 
Ciford, Chev. & Plym. to 1949 lining Lrivets only $3.75 (4 wheels) 
CiFord, Chev. & Plym. to 1949 bonded shoes only $8.95 (4 wheels) 
OFord, Chev. & Plym. 1949-55 lining & rivets only $4.50 (4 wheels) 
OFord, Chev. & Plym. 1949-55 bonded shoes only $10.95 (4 wheels) © | 

only $4.95 (4wheels) § 


Sa aeee qn 


*Chrysler, DeSoto, Buick, Oldsmobile, Pontiac, Stude- 


baker, Hudson, Nash, Lincoln, Mercury, Dodge, Willys, 
Packard and Kaiser. ! 


Foreign cars, Sports Cars, Cadillacs and large models — ft | 
write for e. I 
[2 Half-Kits (2 wheels) available at /% price, plus $1.00. 


IMPORTANT! LIST MAKE, YEAR AND 
MODEL NO. OF CAR (not body style) J 


b 








Ss aheaaeH, Speers Model NO...cccccoe. 7 
NAME 

ADDRESS y 
CITY TATE I 





S 
pig .0. LI Check UC0.0. (plus poctoge! I 
mone completely satisfied. 
ATLANTIC BRAKE LINING CO. | | 
Dept. M-6,87 Dummer Street, Brookline, Mass. | 
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components is good. Valves readily acces- 
sible, forward sparkplugs are obscure, not 
because of engine design but because of 
accessories (generator, power steering 
pump, etc.). To get to distributor, air- 
cleaner must be removed. Oil dipstick, oil 
filler neck, battery, transmission dipstick, 
all accessible for immediate servicing. 


SUMMING UP 


In digesting this report, you may won- 
der, as we did and do, just how does Cad- 
illac retain its hold as the leading top car 
in the high-price market. It’s smooth, ex- 
ceptionally quiet, more powerful than 
most, and it makes its passengers and 
driver feel very secure and comfortable. 
None of the other “fine” cars has the pres- 
tige to match it. None has its remarkable 
trade-in value, either. Cadillac can lay 
claim to fame as a blue chip investment 
and may continue to do so for some time 
to come. We know that there will be no 
lying back if and when other competitors 
begin breathing down its neck. New trans- 
missions, new engines, new body styles 
are in the offing; maybe not next year, but 
as soon as Cadillac feels they’re ready to 
introduce them and as soon as they feel 
it’s necessary to better the competition. 

—Jim Potter 


GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS 


ENGINE: Ohv V8. Bore 3.81 in. Stroke 3.63 in. 
Stroke/bore ratio 0.95:1. Compression ratio 9.0:1. 
Displacement 331 cu. in. Advertised bhp 250 @ 
4600 rpm. Bhp per cu. in. 0.76. Piston travel @ 
max. bhp 2779 ft. per min. Max. bmep 157.2 psi. 
Max. torque 345 Ibs.-ft. @ 2800 rpm. 

DRIVE SYSTEM: STANDARD transmission is Dual- 
Range Hydra-Matic, 4-speed planetary gearbox 
with fluid coupling. RATIOS: Ist 4.08, 2nd 2.63, 
3rd 1.55, 4th 1.0, reverse 4.30. 

REAR-AXLE RATIOS: Standard 3.36, optional 3.07. 
DIMENSIONS: Wheelbase 129 in. Tread 60 in. fronf, 
63.1 in. rear. Wheelbase/tread ratio 2.10:1. Overall 
height (empty) 62 in. Turning diameter 43.4 ft. 
Turns lock to lock 41%. Test car weight 4750 Ibs. 
Test car weight/bhp ratio 19.0. Weight distribution 
52.4% front, 47.6% rear. Tire size 8.00 x 15 (tube- 
less). 

PRICES: (Including suggested retail price at main 
factory, federal tax, and delivery and handling 
charges, but not freight): SERIES 62 4-door sedan 
$3977, hardtop $3882, coupe de ville $4305, con- 
vertible $4448; SERIES 60 SPECIAL 4-door sedan 
$4728; SERIES 75 8-passenger sedan $6187, limou- 
sine $6402: ELDORADO $6286. 

ACCESSORIES: Power package (Eldorado engine) 
$161, radio $132*, heater $129*, power brakes $48*, 
power seat $54 and $70*, power windows $108, 
air conditioning $620. (*Standard on Eldorado.) 








“I hear you dreamed up a 
new fuel injection idea.” 





Don’t let... 


ulyeyyour power 





STEWART-WARNER 


ic 





@ Assures 
positive flow of gas at all times— 


@ Assures fast starts 
winter or summer! 


Vapor lock can cut off gas to your 
engine as surely as chopping the 
fuel line. You can avoid vapor lock 
if you install a Stewart-Warner 
Electric Fuel Pump which assures 
that your engine has positive fuel 
supply at all times. Get faster starts, 
more dependable performance win- 
ter or summer. 


You get gas the minute you turn 
on the ignition, because the Stewart- 
Warner Electric Fuel Pump oper- 
ates entirely independently of the 
engine — goes to work even before 
you touch the starter button. So, 
your engine gets all the gas it needs 
—all the time. But the pump works 
only when needed — doesn’t beat it- 
self to death. 


Free flow capacity of single pump 
is 30 gallons or more per hour. 
Heavy-duty dual unit provides ex- 
tra capacity, plus an extra pump in 
reserve for emergencies. Can be 
wired for individual operation. 


Installation is simple. See it at your 
speed-shop or write: 


STEWART-WARNER 


Instrument Division, Dept. W-65 
1840 Diversey Parkway, Chicago 14, Illinois 
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Release “Locked-in”” Power With— 


TUNER 


TIMING & OCTANE SELECTOR 
TUNE IN TOP Gain 10 1 
PERFORMANCE are 
AS YOU 

DRIVE! 

BOOST 

POWER, 

ACCELERATION, 


MILEAGE! 


New SPEED-TUNER TIMING SELECTOR gives you 
instant finger-tip control over engine performance 
. A simple pull of a switch on the on super- 
tunes spark timing for PEAK POWER OUTPUT. 
Compensates for changing driving conditions, 
load, speed, terrain, octane and differences in 
altitude & Seen With the ‘Speed ba 
instantly ADVANCE OR RETARD timing to MAXI 
MUM POWER. POINT while driving! 


STOP PING! CUT FUEL BILLS! 


“Speed-Tuner’’ permits premium performance on 
regular gas. Ping & spark-knock can be elimi- 
nated. Users report up to 50 more miles per 
tankful! Simple to install. Fits under dash, con- 
nects to distributor. (Does not interfere with 
present mechanism.) Easy tuning instructions in- 
cluded. For all passenger cars, trucks, boats, 
tractors & racing engines. 


FORALL CARS... 
TRY ieee a 10 DAYS. 
MONEY BACK IF YOU'RE NOT 
COMPLETELY SATISFIED — 
(POWER BOOK FREE) 


ALMQUIST wiceono res Pa: 






















TIRES 


World's most reliable tire for sport, 
touring, racing. Drive faster, 
safer ... they grip the road! 
Ask your dealer or write to: 


COLUMBIA MOTOR CO. 


245 W. 56 St., New York 19, N. Y., Circle 6-4844 
























me & You 
or 
UNDERWATER 


Sports and Adventure 
DIVEMASTER 
SKIN AND LUNG DIVING 

¥ EQUIPMENT 

ia Leading nationally 
9 known and foreign made 
} products. Also inspection 
tested surplus at money 
saving prices. Underwa- 
ter Breathing Apparatus, 
4 Swimming Masks and 
Fins, Diving Masks, 
Spear Guns, Water Skis, Diving Suits, etc. 
Send 25¢ for Illustrated Catalog. 

(Dealer Inquiries Invited.) 

UA.S. CORPORATION, Dept. MT-6 
5637 W. 63rd PLACE, CHICAGO 38, ILLINOIS 


BALLARD IDLER ARM STABILIZER 


ust price $275. FORDS © MERCURYS * LINCOLNS 


MODEL F-49 fits Fords 1949-1950. 195)  4088ER MOINES HITED 
MODEL LM-49 fits Mercurys and Lincoins 1949 - 1950 - 1951 

MODEL FM-52S fits Fords and Mercurys 1952-1953 (Straight arm) 
MODEL FM.52C fits Fords and Mercurys 1952 - 1953 (Curved arm) 

































1954-1955 (Curved Arm) 
* INSTALLS IN A FEW MINUTES-IS SAFE, DEPENDABLE, AND TROUBLE-FREE 
vai 


B and B Specialty Co "auncmnass thignie ane 
74 MOTOR TREND/JUNE 1955 
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Indy Forecast 





Tread of new Firestone front wheel rac- 
ing tire is narrower (for better front and 
rear balance), thicker (for better wear) 


One problem that is gaining in propor- 
tion each year is driver fatigue. The hot 
weather in ’53 and the hot pace last year 
were just too much for most drivers. No 
driver can be at his best when he’s ex- 
hausted. Certainly men like Vukovich and 
Bryan proved that by dogged determina- 
tion one could last the whole race, but 
why not split the driving between 2 men? 
In the past, arrangements for relief driv- 
ing have been sketchy for the most part. 
Don’t be surprised if you see several 
cars this year with 2 drivers assigned, 
each with plenty of practice time on the 
car and regularly assigned stints at the 
wheel. In football the 2-platoon system 
was so successful that it was outlawed— 
it’s a natural for Indy. 

Another way of relieving strain on the 
driver will, oddly enough, be borrowed 
from Detroit. Power steering has already 
been tried on a limited basis and it will 
be used more widely this year. Again, 
this is the sort of feature that could save 
valuable seconds. 

New ideas are continually filtered thru 
the Indy strainer and some go by the 
board while others come to pass as stand- 
ard equipment. Mostly, the ideas that last 
all add up to the same thing—a faster 
race. They’re the cause of the heat wave 
that hits the Brickyard every year and 
the temperatures seem to be getting hotter 
and hotter. Were I an Indy owner or driv- 
er I think I'd constantly have a dream in 
which a little man labelled “race average” 
would appear. I'd always ask him if we 
must go faster and faster each year and 
he’d always smile wryly and give the 


same answer—yes. 
—Al Kidd 











A New Frontier 
of Sport 
and Adventure 


A new monthly magazine re- 
porting on all aspects of skin- 
diving and spear fishing! 


SKIN DIVERS all over 
the world are exploring 
this new under water 
frontier—a new realm 
of excitement and 
adventure... 
whether you are a 
veteran skin diver or 
an armchair enthusiast 
you will enjoy following 
this exciting sport each 
and every month in 
the pages of 
WATER WORLD. 


Introducing 


I am enclosing $1.00 for five issues 
of WATER WORLD Magazine. 


(0 Cash C M.O. CJ Check 
WATER WORLD 














The Aquatic Sports Magazine 
5959 Hollywood Bivd., Hollyw 28, Calif. 
Send to: 
nome. 
address. 
city. zone. state. 


Take advantage of this special 
introductory offer 
5 big issues for $1.00 
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A *2 Kozak Saves You ° * 





100 


—or It’s Yours to Keep FREE! 


Does YOUR Car Get Dirty the Day After It’s Washed? 


Look at that 


See that 





its qreat 


chrome shine! 


for body finish ! 


“KOZAK 
DID Tt, Boys!’ 


Where did 



















3 he get it ? 





Saves you 
time, money 
and musele ! 








ARIZONA: ‘'My car looks better than it ever 
did, before my KOZAK.”" A. E. Worsfold 
CALIFORNIA: “‘I have used the KOZAK on 
my 1949 Studebaker since I hased it 31, 
years ago. The car still looks new after 
47,000 miles. Your KOZAK is all you claim 
for it."” Stafford W. Bixby 


COLORADO: “A friend asked me today 
what I did to my car to keep it looking so 
nice all the time. So I told him about the 
KOZAK and he asked me to get the one I 
am ordering for him now.” ethur Brandt 


CONNECTICUT: “I have used the KOZAK 
Auto DryWash Cloth for a good many years 
and have always found it to be all you ad- 
vertised and more.”” Royal W. Wilson 


DELAWARE: ‘‘We are steady users of your 
KOZAK Cloths, both for cars and furniture, 
and we swear by them! I want three more 
for my family.”’ irs. W. V. Sipple, Jr. 


FLORIDA: “Send me three KOZAKS. I am 
here for the winter and can’t get along with- 
out the KOZAK, as I use it all the time at 
home. Nothing like it!’ Lewis S. Milner 


GEORGIA: ‘The KOZAK is really a won- 
der. I enjoy using it.’’ W. H. Davis 


INDIANA: “I was a ‘doubting Thomas’ when 
I read your letter describing the dry-wash 
method. I took a chance and ordered one 
KOZAK. I am amazed at the results. Your 
Statements are not the least bit out of line 
with actual facts." F. L. Wiatrowski 


IDAHO: “I am canis you an order for a 
new supply of KOZAKS. A few _— ago 
when I sto; ught 


st 
my car (a 1950 Dodge) the proprietor said: 
low do you keep your car so bright in this 
dust? I wash mine about twice a week, but 
yours is always clean, looking just like it 
came out of a band-box!' I told him I use a 
KOZAK Cloth on it! It takes me about ten 
minutes to go over my car."" Don Martin 
ILLINOIS: “I really ‘ « more than I ex- 
pected in the KOZAK. I was amazed the 
way they cleaned my car after 30 days dirt. 
I would call the KOZAK the magic cloth.” 
Arthur Higgins 
IOWA: “'I have used the KOZAK for some 
time and sure like it. Please send two more 
KOZAKS for my son.” Siman 
KENTUCKY: ‘“‘Enclosed check for a KO- 
ZAK Cloth. Have used one for several years 
and think it is wonderful."’ Mrs. S. S. Yantis 
LOUISIANA: “‘The KOZAKS are surely 
fine. I will not be without them as pee as 
I have a car.”’ A. M. Trude: 





MAINE: “Send me two more of Bry KO- 
ZAK Cloths. I have used one KOZAK all 
winter on my car and have not had to wet- 
wash it once. I am sold.’ Theadore Wood 


MARYLAND: “I am a private chauffeur. I 





take care of five cars. I am still using the 
KOZAK Cloth I got from you, and it is just 
wonderful."’ J. Whittington 


MINNESOTA: “‘We are very much pleased 
with your KOZAK. The way it performs is 
almost unbelievable. We really think it is 
wonderful.”’ irs. W. H. Hill 
MICHIGAN: “Although I've used my pres- 
ent KOZAK for over a year, it is still in 
ood shape. I figure that if I hadn't had the 
SOZAK I would have 7s approximately 
$65.00 fdr car-washes in « ast year. I can 
now have a clean car every day, and it gives 
one a feeling of pride and joy to drive to 
work with a shiny car.” J. D. Earl 
© KozaK Auto DryWash 


More people hear of—and buy—KozaKs from 
recommendation of friends—than any other way 


MASSACHUSETTS: “About two weeks ago 
I ordered 15 of your KOZAK Auto Dry 
Wash Cloths for myself and fellows who 
work with me. e like them very much. 
The other fellows who didn’t previously or- 
der have ‘seen the light, as our cars look so 
much better than theirs even though they 
have had their cars water-washed right along. 
So I am now sending for 12 more KOZAKS 
for them, and another one for my wife who 
wants it to keep in the house.”’ L. F. Turtle 
MISSOURI: “I am so enthused over the use- 
fulness, the effectiveness and the value of the 
KOZAK Cloth that I am not only ordering 

lor a 


who has repeatedly admired the 
lustrous new-car look that I have kept on 
our car.’ Victor R. Richert 
NEW JERSEY: ‘'I have been using the KO- 
ZAK for the past six months, and I am 
amazed at the very fine condition it has kept 
my car in. Dirt vanishes and the car is as 
brilliant and shiny as new. Send me three 
more KOZAKS." Furber 
NEBRASKA: “I would not be without the 
KOZAK. With very little effort I am able to 
keep my car clean and new-looking at all 
times, and have eliminated many costly wet- 
wash jobs. Please send me five more as soon 
as possible.’’ Edward G. Erlewine 
NORTH CAROLINA: “Never saw anything 
to equal the KOZAK for an automobile. My 
car hasn't had a water-wash in six months, 
and looks better. Here's check for another 
KOZAK.” C. R. Ricker 
NEW YORK: “I have been using KOZAKS 
for some twenty years, and just bought a 
new one! So you can see whether like 

mt" H. C. Robertson 
OHIO: “I — recommend your KOZAK 
Cloth. It has kept my 1951 Plymouth looking 
clean and new all the time, to say nothing 


of the money saved in not having the car 
washed.”’ Mrs. Jessie W. Friedmann 
OKLAHOMA: “‘I like my KOZAK Dry- 


Wash so well that I want another one, and 
also want to send my son one. Enclosed find 
check."* John W. Byrd 
GON: “‘Please mail 3 KOZAK Auto 
DryWash Cloths. I've used these before and 
like them very much." Mrs. Frank Newell 
PENNSYLVANIA: “I have been using your 
KOZAK Cloth for about ten years. My 1948 
car has been water-washed twice in that time 
and then only when it was Simonized. Many 

people ask me if I had my car painted. 
E. A. Puderbaugh 
SOUTH DAKOTA: “'I use your KOZAK on 
our car with unbelievable results. My wife 
uses it on furniture, so I will have to have 
another one for myself."’ 3. ver 
: “I wane to let you know how 
po I am with your KOZAK product. 
wouldn't be without it. It is the only way 
can keep my car clean in this dusty Texas 
Panhandle weather. It makes car cleaning a 
ar Can job than I ever expected or 
imagined."’ Eugene S. Passmore 
UTAH: “I have used your KOZAK Cloths 
for my cars for the past 15 years. They have 
given me entire satisfaction. Every ad- 
mires my car. I inform them that KOZAK 
Auto Dry Wash does the trick. I can recom- 
mend them highly.’’ A. D. Sargent 
VIRGINIA: “Used my KOZAK today and 
am well pleased with it." Mrs. Geo. Gray 
:.“I am giving a KOZAK to m 
brother for his trip to the West Coast. 4 
know what a great help it will be to him 
for my own KOZAK Cloth has been a great 
to me.” Mrs. Mabel ith 

Reg. U. S. Pat. Off., Canada 








IF SO, YOU NEED KOZAK! 


ITH KozaK you can save 80% of your wetwashes, and have a clean car 

WY every day the sun shines. Takes only 7 minutes of your (or one of the 

boy's time)—at a cost of less than 4c a DRYWASH. A $2 investment in a 

Regular KozaK DRYWASH cloth will return itself in full every time it rains or 

snows—and keep on doing so for months—saving you $50 to $100 in formerly 
unnecessary car washing expense. 


As One KozaK Fan Wrote: 

“There is no excuse whatever for a man to drive a dirty car if he knows there is 
such a thing as a KozaK DRYWASH process.” And, of course, that fan's beautiful 
Cadillac Fleetwood is his pride and joy—and is never dirty—except during the 
very rain itself and the short time it takes for it to dry off. Then 7 minutes 
DRYWASH and, presto! $2 saved — clean car again — not a penny out of 
ket—not a squeak from high pressure water washing—a real nice job you can 
proud of. More fine cars are DRYWASHED daily than less expensive cars. And 
10,000,000 KozaKs have been bought by critical people in the past 29 years— 
people who have saved thousands of dollars—and, more important, have got for 

themselves bigger trade-in allowances for turning in a nice, clean car. 


Our Way of Doing Business: 

Mail orders for KozaKs are filled without fail the same day received and have 
always been. A simple request for refund in full is immediately answered by air 
mail with our expression of appreciation. So far as we know we have no dissatisfied 
customers anywhere, and have hundreds of thousands of enthusiastic users in every 
city, town, village, and most hamlets. You are never asked to return your purchase. 
If you don’t like it for any reason, you keep it or give it away to your firehouse or 
police patrolman and get your money refunded in full besides. 


What Is A KOZAK DRYWASH CLOTH? 


Each of the selected, soft staple fibres is scientifically treated with modern deter- 
gents. Then these fibers are woven into a thick cloth. Then the cloth is treated, 
aged and seasoned for many weeks so that it retains its original strength even if 
it is indefinitely exposed to air. KozaK is the ORIGINAL and ONLY DRY 
WASH CLOTH ... there is no other way to have a clean car every day for 4c 
a Drywash except with a KozaK. 


Here Is What A KOZAK DRYWASH CLOTH Does: 


e No hose needed—summer or winter. 

e Polishes as it cleans. e It's safe—used by over 10 million people. 
e Saves time and work. e Protects the finish. 

No matter how you washed or tried to clean your car before . . . with water, 
cleaners and all the other gadgets you've tried . . . KozaK must give you a 
bright, clean car or your money is refunded without question. 


Auto Owners Hail the Amazing KOZAK DRYWASH CLOTH 


It cleans your splashed, dirt or dust covered car in a few minutes . . . without “breaking 
your back” . . . and without getting dressed up like a deep sea diver in boots and rubber 
apron ... and without getting out a hose, sponge, chamois, bucket for water and all the other 
excitement that happens when a fellow washes his own car. 

If you have your car washed at a garage it generally costs $2 plus the time and trouble of 
taking it there and coming back for it. Now with a KOZAK you SAVE that $2 and when 
you figure that you should have your car washed 25 to 50 times a year there is a saving of 
from $50 to $100, to say nothing of increasing your trade-in allowance. 

KOZAK is used Dry on a Dry car. With a Shamet when needed, it not only quickly and 
completely removes road dust film, the muddy water splatter, the rain ugliness and grime, but 
every time it is used it adds to the beauty and permanence of the original paint job because 
it continues the paint polishing procedure that is the last factory touch before the car goes 


to the Dealer's show room. 
KOZAK IS GUARANTEED OBEY THAT URGE 
Tear out and mail the coupon 


If the KOZAK Drywash Cloth has not saved its 
cost many times over after you have used it for right now... you get your 
money back if you don’t like it 


e Removes dirt. 


thirty days . . . just write and the money you paid for 
it will be refunded . . . and you do not even have to 
return the KOZAK. We are able to othe this guar- —and see how easy and how 
antee to you cause in 29 years N_ million fast you can D ash your cat 
KOZAKS have saved owners of cars millions of y eno 
dollars in car washing. KOZAK AUTO DRYWASH, «++ 4nd at the same time SAVE 

60 So. Lyon St., BATAVIA, N. Y. at least $50. 
@eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeoeeeeeeeee 
@ KOZAK AUTO DRY WASH, 60 S. Lyon St., BATAVIA N.Y. 
© Please send me POSTPAID: 

SUPER $3 KOZAKS 


REG. $2 KOZAKS 








0 1 for $3 0 1 for $2 
Name. 
City Zone State 





(C0 SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER 
2 Reg. KozaKs Plus 1 Super (VALUE $7)—Alll for $5 
D CASH O CHECK 




















DYNAMOMETER CONFIRMS 5 YEAR RESEARCH 
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ELECTRODE RESEARCH, it can now be 
definitely stated, has probed far into 
one of the last remaining frontiers of 
knowledge about the internal combus- 
tion engine. Before LIFE-TIME de- 
velopment the spark plug was the most 
often replaced part of your car. In 
building the LIFE-TIME Spark Plug’s 
radically advanced electrode de- 
sign, our engineers knew, from periodic 
tests that we were on the track of 
something that would greatly increase 
plug life. We also suspected that elec- 
trode design could actually increase the 
horsepower of an engine. 

HOW PLUGS CAN CAUSE POWER LOSS. 
Most engineers agree ‘‘creeping paraly- 
sis,’’ gradual electrode disintegration, 
carbon build-up, gradually widen- 
ing gap, all cause premature firing, 
misfiring and power loss — enough in 
many cases to waste one gallon in 
every ten you buy. But there were and 
are some fine engineering minds who 
feel that certain conditions of pressure 
and turbulence within the cylinder 
cause misfiring even with new conven- 
tional plugs. 


: 


It was this ‘“‘suspicion” that clinched 
Continental Manufacturing Corp. exec- 
utives’ decision to gamble the neces- 
sary money and years of time. The end 
product of this decision is now in mass 
production, available for your automo- 
bile — an amazing spark plug that has 
— by test — fired clean for 50,000 miles 
and increased the horsepower of a 
familiar American car by 12% per cent 
at 2,000 RPM. 


HOW 17 PT. FIRING WORKS. Note 
LIFE-TIME's electrode design closely. 
A circular arcing area consisting of four 
concave segments. Distance 

(gap) to center 
electrode being the 
same from all points De 

Electricity has prop- 

erty of arcing 

from coldest point. 

Current also arcs 

more readily from the 

apex of two planes than from the face 
of « flat, metallic surface. 

Note that there are 16 apexes (places 
where two planes meet) on the outer 
electrode system — all the same dis- 
tance from the center electrode. Nor- 
mal heat and spark erosion are spread 


OO 








LIFE-TIME Spark Piug Division, 
CONTINENTAL MANUFACTURING CORP. 


Washington Bivd., at Motor Ave., Culver City 43, California 


Gentlemen: Please mail a poate 





rome ms ees a 
in range my car at per plug (Set x. " 
eight. 87. 84). (Or fof ber set, balance C.0O.D.) 


LiPr-TIME 








% a, 
wee IN A TEST 
= that echoed throt 

the farthest cor 

of the automotive 

world, this LIFE 

TIME Spark Plug ~ 

still fired clean, fj 

and steady at 

50,000 CAR- MILE 


SPEC) IAL 


INSULATO aR INT Pe Cont 


eae 7 
and exhay 


ORDER REGISTERED 
SET FOR YOUR CAR A 
POPULAR_PRICE 


around the entire 360 degrees and 
around the whole circumference of 
center electrode. 

FULL ROTATING SPARK allows overall 
cooler electrode temperature for greatly 
increased life. Also allows a hotter 
spark to prevent fouling yet the rotat- 
ing and cooling effect minimizes the 
common faults of burning, erosion, 
blistering and resultant insulator fail- 
ure. Compare this principle with the 
conventional 2-point spark plug design 


Most spectacular spark plug research 
breakthrough in 50 years allows us to 
include this unique and unprecedented 
warranty with every set of LIFE- 
TIME Spark Plugs. WE GUARAN- 
TEE GREATER GAS MILEAGE — 
GREATER ACCELERATION — A 
MAJOR POWER INCREASE — OR 
YOUR MONEY BACK. 


YOU RECEIVE BY MAIL this registered 
set of LIFE-TIME Spark Plugs in 
proper series (heat range and gap) for 
the car you indicate in coupon below. 
NOW AVAILABLE FOR AMERICAN 
& EUROPEAN PASSENGER CARS, 
TRUCKS, BOATS, FARM EQUIP- 
MENT, INDUSTRIAL ENGINES. 


DEAR CAR OWNER: The company has finally 


this plug out of the race, test and economy-run 


and made it available for your car 
at your price. And believe me, it is 


1 we expected. Everyone knows how to make a 
miles per gallon test and it is an eye-opener with LIFE- 
TIME plugs, but here is a way you can make a test 
15 minutes after you receive your set. Set the brake 

and block or jack up the rear end. Engage shift in 
high and shim accelerator pedal with a stop some- 
where in the 25-45 MPH range. Take 
reading with old plugs and then with new 
plugs at same — “sy figure 
you will show from 3 to 10 MP. 
increase. I’d enjoy hearing oan your 
results. Many thanks! 


= FRANK E. ethane 


Inventor of LIFE-TIME Spark 





